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Gomesa colorata ‘Precious Treasure’ AM/AOS
Jack Li
(See awards on Page 5)
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President’s Message
Text by Debby Halliday, President

Happy Halloween! Our second inperson/hybrid meeting was very successful.
We had more members attending in person
and one of our favorite speakers, Tim
Culbertson. He told us all about the
Parvisepalum Paphs and provided many
examples for our opportunity table. Ashley
Grable gave a very informative culture class
on building and managing an orchid
collection. We had a wonderful plant forum
table. It’s so nice to see these mini orchid
shows again.
I hope you will join us in Balboa Park for our
first Orchid Show and Sale in over a year on
Halloween weekend. Our vendor area is full,
which is great news. We get to go orchid
shopping again! The volunteer roster is
starting to fill in, for which I thank everyone
who has signed up. There are still some
critical openings, so please sign up or show
up. We need you!
We are also excited to see what everyone
has in bloom. Please plan to bring in your
plants. If you are a beginner or an expert, it
doesn’t matter. The more plants we have, the
better the show! Do remember to groom
them so they are looking their very best. We
are introducing a new pre-registration
system at this show. We hope you will try it
out, but it is Voluntary. See the article in this
newsletter for more details. There will be
AOS judging as well as ribbon judging on
Saturday morning. You are welcome to join
a judging team if you would like to participate
in ribbon judging. Just turn up at the
registration table at about 9:30 am and speak

to Pam Peters. It’s a great way to learn more
about judging and get to know other
members.
We do merit judging at park shows, which
means if your plant deserves a blue ribbon, it
gets one, even if another plant in the class
gets one too. Every Section also has an
overall winner. Finally, we award Best in
Show, the Forest Robinson Cultural Award,
and the Siv Garod Most Unusual Plant
Award. We will again be giving a People’s
Choice Award as well. We ask our visitors to
vote on their favorite plant in the show, and
on Sunday afternoon we give the award. The
fun thing is how many different plants receive
at least one vote. The sneaky purpose
behind this competition is to get everyone to
slow down and really look at the plants. It
works very well!
We plan to hold orchid classes on the patio
this time rather than indoors so as not to
bunch people together too much inside the
building. These are very informative, and you
are welcome to attend. Masks will be
required while indoors for the protection of
both our visitors and our volunteers.

Phrag. Mem. Mariza Rolando
Debby Halliday

We will soon be sending out a survey
concerning the December meeting. This is
normally a banquet, but with COVID still in
the air, we wanted to offer some options and
see what most people prefer. Please
complete the survey when you get it. It’s
quite short (2 questions) and will help the
board plan appropriately.
Our next meeting is November 2. Time flies
when you’re growing orchids!
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General Meeting, November 2nd, in
person at Balboa Park Room 101 and
Simulcast on Zoom; 7:30 PM.
Betty P. Kelepecz: The Orchids of the
Western Highlands of Papua New Guinea
Text by Betty Kelepecz and David Vandenbroek

For our November meeting we have the
absolute pleasure of having our very own
Betty P. Kelepecz speak to us!
Betty has been an orchid hobbyist in
Southern California since the early 80’s. She
has grown orchids in Long Beach and
Huntington Beach and since 2003 has been
growing orchids in the Point Loma area of
San Diego. Among her 1000 + orchids which
grow outside, in a small greenhouse and a
shade structure in San Diego; Betty grows a
large selection of species orchids. Betty
enjoys the challenge of replicating the oftchallenging environments required by
species orchids and particularly enjoys the
challenge of growing pleurothallids. She has
received more than 60 AOS awards
including the 2010 AOS Carlyle A. Luer
Pleurothallid Award for her Masdevallia
ignea ‘Windflower’ AM/AOS.
She has also established a small but, quite
functional orchid flasking lab in her home
where she has been hobby flasking and
growing predominantly species orchids since
2008.
Betty loves to travel and, in an effort to better
her orchid growing skills, Betty has traveled
to observe orchids growing in the wild in
several countries including Brazil, Ecuador,
Peru, Austria, Costa Rica and Papua New
Guinea. Betty is a life member of the San

Miltonia regnellii ‘Starburst’ AM/AOS
Debby Halliday
Diego County Orchid Society (SDCOS). She
has been the Vice-Chair of the SDCOS
Conservation Committee for many years and
a member of the Orchid Conservation
Alliance since its inception. In 2017, Betty
joined the American Orchid Society (AOS)
judging program and is currently an
associate judge and the Treasurer of the
Pacific South Judging Center.

Culture Class, November 2nd, in person
at Balboa Park Room 101 and Simulcast
on Zoom; 6:30 PM.
Tentative: Wintering Your Orchids
The tentative plan for the culture class this
month will be a discussion on what to do to
prepare your orchids for winter.

This month Betty will be speaking to us about
the orchids she saw as she traveled through
Papua New Guinea. This promises to be a
very fun talk – looking forward to seeing you
there!
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New System for Show Registration Tags
Text by Debby Halliday, President

The Fall Show in the Park is coming up soon.
As many of you already know, we require
that all plants you bring for display in the
show must have registration tags. We
provide blank tags, and normally people fill
them out when they bring in their plants on
Friday evening or Saturday morning. Pam
Peters and I have been working on a new
system to make this process more efficient
and also provide information we can use
when laying out the display.
You should have received a new Plant
Registration Form by email on Monday. The
form asks for your name and also the
section, class, and name of each plant you
plan to bring to the show and whether it is a
hanging plant. It includes a link to the
SDCOS webpage where you can download

the Schedule to determine the section and
class for each plant. Here is the process.
1 – Look up the Section Number and Class
Letter for each plant in the Schedule. Type
these into the form. (If you are unsure of the
correct section or class, just leave it blank
and we’ll fill it in at the show.)
2 – Type in the full plant name. If your plant
doesn’t have a registered name, then just list
the Genus plus Hybrid. (e.g. Cattleya Hybrid)
3 – If it is a hanging plant type H into the
Hanging column. I will create two labels for
the plant.
4 – Attach the registration form to email and
send it to president@sdorchids.com.
5 – I will prepare a sheet of preprinted labels
for you to use when you bring in your plants.
6 – Stick a label on the tag for each plant,
add your name to the tag, and attach it to the
plant.
Note that hanging plants will need two
labels, one for the plant and one for the table.

Example of a
completed tag
with new sticker
label.

If you prefer to make up labels at home in
advance, please fill out the form and note at
the bottom that you want to print your own. I
will email you a sheet of labels ready to print
on Avery 8160 address labels. You can just
print the labels and complete your tags as
above.
We think this system will make registration
go more smoothly. It will also make our tags
consistent and much more readable by our
visitors. As important as the labels
themselves is the advance information the
system gives your dedicated volunteers to
use in laying out the display room. We are
introducing this now so that everyone can get
used to it before the Spring Show in April. We
will be in a totally new space then, with many
plants to organize. Knowing how many of
each kind we are expecting will be essential
in creating the display area.
PLEASE NOTE - YOU DO NOT HAVE TO
USE THE NEW SYTEM TO REGISTER.
YOU CAN STILL JUST BRING IN YOUR
PLANTS AND WE WILL HELP YOU MAKE
YOUR TAGS. Thank you to everyone who
does try it. And thank you for bringing in your
beauties to share with the world.
Registration Times:
Friday, Oct 29, 3 PM – 7 PM
Saturday, Oct 30, 8 AM – 9 AM
Drop off Days:
Friday, Oct 29, 3 PM – 7 PM
Saturday, Oct 30, 8 AM – 9 AM
Address:
Casa del Prado, Room 101, Balboa Park
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Judging at the San Diego Judging Center
(Casa del Prado, Balboa Park),
October 2021.
Text and photos by Phyllis Prestia

There were 8 orchids presented for judging.
Two were awarded.
[1] Gomesa colorata ‘Precious Treasure’
AM/AOS
Exhibited by Jack Li
Awarded AM, 85 points
[2] Cattleya pygmaea ‘Jack’ AM/AOS
Exhibited by Jack Li
Awarded AM, 83 points

2

1
5|Page

San Diego County Orchid Society Newsletter – November 2021
For approval by the membership at the November Meeting

World Famous San Diego Zoo
All memberships listed below are for zip
codes 91900-92899 and include
unlimited admission to the San Diego
Zoo and Safari Park for one year.
DUAL MEMBERSHIP (for two adults in
the same household)
Yearly rate $174.
Renewal Rate $159.
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP (for one adult)
Yearly rate $112.
Renewal rate $102.
~ A year of FREE UNLIMITED
ADMISSION to both the San Diego Zoo
and Safari Park.
~ 2 discount guest coupons good
toward admission.
~ A One Year Subscription to
ZOONOOZ.
~ Free Zoo Skyfari.
Prices & benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
Or call toll free 877.3 MEMBER
Visit our website:
www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant
and animal collections and includes a
monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on
the third Friday of each month from
10am until 2pm.

Lc. Portia coerulea x Lc. Love Knot ‘Blue Sky’
Debby Halliday
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Vanda Hybrid
Debby Halliday

Casa de las Orquideas
Southern California’s leading source for
Cymbidium and Zygopetalum seedlings.
Over 30,000 plants in stock from 3” pots to
blooming size. Our complete list of
seedlings and flasks is on the web at
www.orquideas.com
Open by appointment only!
170 S. Nardo Ave., Solana Beach, CA
92075
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
Email: casa@orquideas.com
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Orchid Dates to Remember:
October 30-31
SDCOS Orchids in the Park, Fall Show
Casa del Prado, Room 101, Balboa Park
Saturday noon – 5 PM
Sunday 10 AM – 4 PM
November 2nd
SDCOS General Meeting
Culture Class: 6:30 PM; Program: 7:30 PM
First Tuesday of the month
Casa del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
Also broadcast via Zoom; meeting link to be
emailed to members prior to meeting. For a
nonmember to request a meeting invite,
email president@sdorchids.com
November 3rd
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Society business at 6:30 PM; main program
at 7:00 PM
First Wednesday of the month
Carlsbad City Library
1775 Dove Lane, Carlsbad, CA 92011
November 6th
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
Socialization 8:30 AM, meeting 9:00 AM
First Saturday of the month
SDCOSNewsletter@gmail.com
November 11th
SDCOS Board Meeting
Usually the first Thursday of the month, 7 PM
Zoom; for an SDCOS member to request a
meeting invite, email
president@sdorchids.com

December 4th
Sunset Valley Orchids Open House
9 AM – 4 PM
Details at www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com
December 10th – 12th
Andy’s Orchids Open House
10 AM – 4 PM
Details at https://andysorchids.com/

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID
ESTATE
Every day a different orchid—check out
"Orchid-of-the-Day" at www.sborchid.com
Specializing in outdoor-growing
orchids for coastal California, incl. Laelia
anceps
and hybrids, Cymbidium species and
hybrids,
and species.
Temporarily closed due to covid
https://www.sborchid.com
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA
93111
(800) 553-3387 sboe@sborchid.com

2021 SDCOS Officers
President:
Debby Halliday
First VP:
David Vandenbroek
Second VP:
Ashley Grable
Secretary:
Jack Schaefer
Treasurer:
Myra DeTate
Director at Large:
Carey McCoy
Director at Large:
Sima Perkins
Director at Large:
Past President:
Kay Klausing
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From the Editor:
Hello everyone,

Many thanks to the people who have volunteered to help out with
running the show :) The society only functions because of the
volunteers. I’d like to remind anyone considering helping out this
weekend to remember we’re setting up / trying out our new
reward program! I’m looking forward to seeing it finally
implemented! (The board was considering it before our first
cancelled Spring Show of the pandemic, so this feels like it was
a long time coming!)
Also looking forward to hearing about all the cool things Betty
was able to find in Papua New Guinea next week!
As usual, if anyone has articles that they wish to submit to the
monthly newsletter, please continue to send contributions to me
at SDCOSNewsletter@gmail.com. Deadline for submissions is
end of day on the second Friday of the month.

San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176

I hope you’re all keeping well as we move into fall and winter
(though it looks like summer is making one last grab for power…)
I’m excited for the October show next weekend! Hopefully
Halloween means we get a bit more than usual foot traffic!

All the best,
David Vandenbroek
SDCOS Newsletter Editor
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