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NOVICE MEETING
August 4, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104
By: Bruce Berg, 2nd Vice President

Thank you Paul Tuskes for your presentation at
our July meeting on identifying plant pests and
remedies for treating the various kinds of organisms who seem to like our orchids even more
than we like them. The presentation was an informal question-and-answer forum where members were able to bring in ailing plants and Paul
helped identify what was making the plants look
sick.
One of the common pests discussed was boisduval scale. Paul’s recommendation was to try a
systemic poison to kill the scale. He noted that
the little crawlers and eggs are probably also in
the plant mix and on the roots. When treating,

first remove the dead leaf sheaths where the
young scale crawlers hide and treat them with a
70% alcohol wipe down. Repotting the plant is
also another option when the plant has been seriously infected. Paul soaks the plant in a solution of Physan 20 after removing any damaged
or dead roots. An important item to remember
when cutting on the plant is to only use sterilized
tools and to wear protective gloves so we do not
infect the next plant we work on. Mealy bugs can
also be treated in much the same way.
Another problem with plants is that the potting
mix may deteriorate, giving off a musty odor.

Continued on pg. 7…

GENERAL MEETING
August 4, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101
By Steve Mallory, 1st Vice President

August's speaker will be the always entertaining and informative Harry Phillips from
Andy's Orchids. He will be speaking on
mounted orchids, their culture, San Diego out
door growers, and water. He has agreed to
expand his talk to cover water conservation
and quality. Harry will bring a test meter, so
bring a sample of the water you use, both fertilized and not. Sometimes our fertilizer drops
the pH. If enough people bring water we can
get a sense of how our water varies around the
city.
Harry Phillips was born in San Diego, California on July 9, 1953. Their father taught Harry
and Andy to appreciate plants at an early age,
although as Andy's obsession for orchids grew,
Harry somehow resisted becoming involved
with them for as long as he could. Harry assisted Andy in his passion by building his first
two green houses, and Andy would reward
him with a blooming hybrid and a promise to
exchange it for another when it finished flowering. This lasted a year until Harry decided

that he wanted to keep one and get it to rebloom himself—the beginning of the end!
In 1986 Harry, and his wife Leslie, moved with
Andy and his orchid collection to Encinitas,
California. Shortly after, Andy left for four
months in Costa Rica, leaving Harry in charge.
Harry managed to not kill too many plants
and the experience added to his addiction.
Andy, now feeling more confident about leaving his orchid collection under Harry's care,
began to plan a cycling trip through South
America, which ended up lasting two
years. After that it was all over for Harry, he
was completely addicted to orchids. He admits
he does the lectures to buy more orchids.
Harry's special favorites are Sobralia and
Elleanthus, but you ask him at any particular
time of the year, which is his favorite orchid,
and it will most likely be the one (or ones) in
bloom at that time. He has traveled in Mexico
and Ecuador viewing orchids in the wild.
Continued on pg. 4…
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President:
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Second VP:
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Treasurer:
Lynn Ford
Secretary:
Dave Hoffmaster
Directors:
Bob Clark
Christopher Croom
Kevin Rynearson
Past President:
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Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held
the first Tuesday of each month at the Casa
Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:

6:30 p.m., Room 104

General Meeting:

7:30 p.m., Room 101

Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com
Casa de las Orquideas
Loren and Nancy Batchman

Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000
plants in stock from 3” pots to blooming size. Our
complete list of seedlings and flasks is on the
web at www.orquideas.com.
Open by appointment only!
170 South Nardo Avenue, Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com

Newsletter Entries
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds,
submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the September newsletter
must be submitted August 15.
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Orchid Dates to Remember

3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355

August 1, 9 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829

August 21
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
10 AM-2 PM
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306

August 4, 6:30 p.m
SDCOS Novice Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104
August 4, 7:30 p.m
SDCOS General Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
August 5
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Woman’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228

Sept. 26-27, 10 AM to 5 PM
Fascination of Orchids Fall Show and Sale
South Coast Plaza Village
(Northeast corner of Bear and Sunflower, across
the street from South Coast Plaza)
Santa Ana, CA
ocorchidshow.com
October 24-25
San Diego County Orchid Society
Fall Show in the Park
Room 101 of the Casa del Prado in Balboa Park
To volunteer: tombiggart@mac.com
If you have any announcements that you would
like included in the “Dates to Remember” section of
the newsletter, please e-mail batescroom@cox.net.

August 6, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Normally, the Thursday following the General
Meeting (usually the first Thursday of the month;
second Friday of the month in rare cases)
Balboa Park, Rm. 104
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
August 8, 11:00 a.m.
Palomar Orchid Society Auction
The Carlsbad Woman’s Club
Preview of orchids at 11:00 a.m.
Bidding starts at 12:00 p.m.
Phyllis Prestia (760) 732-0055
orchlyd2@mac.com
August 19
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Woman's Club
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Continued from pg. 1...
Harry believes that growing epiphytic orchids the way
they grow in nature is best and the orchids seem
to agree.
Andy's Orchids will be providing the plant table and is
always very generous. We always have one of our best
raffles with their plants. Once again, we will be auctioning some plants and selling member plants. So, bring
your credit card!

WEB WONDERS
By: Christopher Croom
batescroom@cox.net
Searching the internet is soooo 2008. Now you should
be getting all your “information” sent directly to your
cell phone in 140 characters or less through Twitter.
Everybody’s doing it, and it will make you feel really
good, so just demand that your favorite vendor or orchid expert Tweets you every time they blow their nose.

Orchid growers, summer is here
and it is time to re-pot your
Orchids!
Use KIWI ORCHID BARK imported from
New Zealand
This is the best bark available. It is very hard, resists
breakdown and is long-lasting. Your orchids deserve
the best!
Perfect for Cattleyas, Cymbidums, Paphiopedilum,
Phalaenopsis, etc.
$20.00 per 50 ltr. bag in three sizes: small, medium
and large.
Are you using De-ionized or Reverse Osmosis
water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend designed for pure water; your plants will grow and bloom better.
Available at:

Sunset Valley Orchids
1255 Navel Place
Vista, CA 92083
(760) 639-6255
fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

San Diego County Orchid
Society Membership
We invite you to join the
San Diego County Orchid
Society! Receive this
newsletter and many
other benefits, including a
holiday party and a free
orchid at the end of the year!
To join, please send your check for $15 for an
individual membership or $20 for a dual
membership, payable to SDCOS , to:
San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com.
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Vacant—Please contact Christopher Croom if interested.
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Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm
1000’s of blooming orchids in our
36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804

Open to the Public
We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”

Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804

Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming
size, established species are what we do best!

Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com

Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid
growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us
and we will send our latest issue.

Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235
San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 422-2235

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take
pride in our reputation for selling a wellestablished plant and will replace it if you are
not satisfied upon receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
www.AndysOrchids.com
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Tolumnia and
Related Genera
By Helmut Rohrl
Part II
Continued from the July 2009 issue...
Pest and disease management is the usual. Stick to
a regular schedule and don’t wait until you see a
full-blown infestation. For spot treatment I recommend rubbing alcohol. But don’t smoke while you
spray rubbing alcohol: if you do you may be in for
an illuminating surprise.
What can you expect from Tolumnia alliance hybrids? Good hybrid Tolumnias should have at
least one spike per new fan. The spikes are often
branched and should measure anywhere between
20 cm and 55 cm with 8 to 35 flowers. Obviously,
a larger flower count normally means a lesser
flower size. The flower size should be at least 2.0
cm and can reach up to 3.5 cm. The sepals and
petals should be larger and wider than what you
see in the species; the lip should be round, giving
the flowers quite a full shape, and dominant as far
as coloration of the flowers is concerned. The colors must be vivid and brilliant, with markings and
designs well defined. The flowers should not all be
pushed to the end of the spike, but have a better
distribution and presentation along the spike.
Substance of the flowers is mostly papery, but
well-colored flowers with firm substance are
highly desirable. The preferred texture is crystalline.
Rodrumnias, that is crosses involving both Rodriguezia and Tolumnia, tend to have shorter inflorescences if Rodriguezias are in the near ancestry.
But as the Rodriguezias fade into the background,
the flowers and their presentation will look more
like the ones one expects from hybrid Tolumnias.
In complex hybrids there is no telling whether the
plant is a Tolu. or a Rrm.
Zelemnias, that is crosses involving Tolumnia and
Zelenkoa, tend to have longer inflorescences than
most Tolumnias. Branching of the spikes in these
hybrids is frequent, and the flower presentation is
usually quite good. The flowers tend to have good
size and the flower color is mostly yellow with
more or less dark brown spots and markings. In-
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deed a fair percentage of the yellow Tolumnia alliance hybrids is labeled Zlm. Another Zelenkoa intergeneric hybrid is Zelumguezia, a nothogenus
involving Rodriguezia, Tolumnia and Zelenkoa; it
is abbreviated as Zgz.
So far, 1,303 hybrid Tolumnias, 156 Rodrumnias,
20 Zelemnias,12 hybrid Rodriguezias, and 2 Zelumguezias have been registered. Four Tolumnias
received an FCC/AOS (pulchella ‘Skippy’, Fandango ‘D & M’, Sniffen ‘Jennifer Dauro’, Touch of
Class ‘Hilltop’), and numerous cultivars of the Tolumnia alliance were granted AM/AOS and HCC/
AOS, as well as cultural awards. Since 2000, 77
hybrid Tolumnias garnered HCC/AOS awards and
41 received an AM/AOS. The Rodrumnia count for
this time period is 36 HCC/AOS and 19 AM/AOS.
However, the numbers for Rodriguezias are quite
skimpy for this time interval: 1 HCC/AOS and 1
AM/AOS—both for species.
The three most prolific Tolumnia species are Tolu.
pulchella (107 progeny), Tolu. triquetra (102
progeny), and Tolu. guianensis (61 progeny). The
corresponding list for Rodriguezia species is
Rdza. lanceolata (49 progeny), Rdza. venusta (34
progeny), and Rdza. decora (15 progeny). Finally,
Zel. onusta comes with 101 progeny; the latter has
produced a number of hybrids with Oncidiinae
cultivars outside the Tolumnia alliance.
The most prominent hybrid of them all is Tolu.
Golden Sunset (Stanley Smith x Tiny Tim). Tolu.
Stanley Smith, in turn is Tolu. (Red Belt x pulchella), while Tolu. Tiny Tim is Tolu. (triquetra x
guianensis). Finally, Tolu. Red Belt is Tolu.
(Golden Glow x triquetra) and Tolu. Golden Glow
is Tolu. (triquetra x urophylla). Golden Sunset
was registered by Perreira in 1975 and produced
126 offspring and 589 progeny. It also amassed 52
AOS awards, 18 of which are AM/AOS and 31 are
HCC/AOS. Many of the best modern hybrids in
the Tolumnia alliance have Golden Sunset in their
background.
Hybrids and species of the Tolumnia alliance have
the great advantage of needing very little space to
grow. They are easy to flower as long as they get
sufficient light. Considering the small plant size,
their display of flowers and the color palette of the
blooms is amazing. Interestingly, in particular the
hybrids can take cooler temperatures as long as
the watering is reduced and spraying/watering is
done in the early morning. It is noteworthy that
Page 6
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the pH value of the fertilizer solution can affect the
flower color to some degree.
Literature
Baker, M. L., and Baker, C. O. (2006): Orchid Species Culture: Oncidium/Odontoglossum Alliance.
Timber Press, Portland, OR.
Moir, W. W., and Moir, M. A. (1870): Variegata
Oncidiums. W. W. G. Moir.
Moir, W., and Moir, M. (1980): Breeding Variegata Oncidiums. University Press of Hawaii,
Honolulu, HI.
Continued from pg. 1...
Deteriorated potting mix can cause a die-off of roots. If
you smell that familiar musty odor, it’s time to inspect the
roots and repot.
Several members suggested that we ask Paul to come
again in about 6 months to do this program again. If there
are other topics that members would like to see at our
Novice meetings, please send me an email or talk with me
and I’ll see what I can do! B2berg@yahoo.com.
Dave Hoffmaster brought in some orchid virus test kits
and tested one of Paul’s prize plants that unfortunately
was the victim of a virus attack. Other members also had
their plants tested and we found that some of them had
virus. The most common viruses are Cymbidium mosaic
virus and Odontoglossum ring spot virus. Dave had some
test strips that he used to identify the virus. He buys his
test strips from Agdia, Inc. through their website Agdia.com. The product number is STX 13300.
Our speaker for August will be Marilyn Levy. She has a
long and interesting history with growing orchids. She is
an experienced AOS judge. Her talk will be a timely one
for those of us who are interested in showing off our prize
plants. She will explain the differences in judging and
plant requirements between our Society shows and for
AOS judging. One interesting part of her talk will be to
explain how we can register a name for our plants! This
talk will be a timely opportunity for us to prepare our
plants for the September meeting when we will have an
actual AOS judging session given at our Novice meeting.
The AOS judges would like to have some of our plants entered for judging and we will be able to watch and see how
the process works. We will also have another Society minishow in October.
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Granite Hills Orchids
2009 list of
Dendrobium speciosum
is now available.
Check on my website
www.granitehillsorchids.com.
Click on INVENTORY on the navigation bar
to view the listing and the pictures.
If you would rather, email me at
tombiggart@mac.com and I can
forward you a copy without the pictures.
These plants will go quickly as they are divisions of prime Australian plants. Put in your
order quickly by email or by phone at
(619) 441-9874.
www.granitehillsorchids.com

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY
Since 1928—A San Diego Tradition of Excellence
3642 Enterprise, San Diego
(Near Pacific Hwy. & Barnett)
SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY!
ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY!

Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday
12755 Danielson Court, Poway
619-224-8271 and 858-513-4900

Volunteer Needed to
Coordinate Carpooling!
Many SDCOS members have requested a
need to carpool to our monthly meetings, so
we need a volunteer to organize our Society
according to region, and set up the necessary
phone tree.
Please call David Brown at (619) 294-5925
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ORCHID THOUGHTS
WONDERINGS
Dateline: July 21, 2009
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AND

From your slightly bruised chairperson, Tom Biggart
It’s taken me several days to sit down to write this
as I have been beat to the bone after the thrilling,
emotionally charged experience of the SUMMER
SHOW IN THE PARK! What a time was had by
all. So many new experiences in a room filled with
excitement and palpable energy. WOW! I am reminded of a verse from Bob Dylan which I will include for all of you who attended.
Come gather round people, wherever
you roam
And admit that the waters around you
have grown
And accept it that soon, you’ll be
drenched to the bone.
If your time to you is worth savin’
Then you better start swimmin’, or
you’ll sink like a stone
For the times they are a-changin’.
There are so many funny little stories to tell and
no way to really tell them. If you weren’t there an
effort should be made to rectify that. You won’t
regret it I promise!
Now, on with the thanks and the awards. A special
thanks has to go to Lynn Ford for her tireless efforts to keep the money flowing and the records all
in order. She has been working on it for most of
this week. What a saint she is! Another thanks to
the members who brought in plants to sell but neglected to put their name on the tag or to pick up
the unsold ones on Sunday. They have now been
donated to the greater good. The orchid god
thanks you for your donation.
Here are the folks who brought in plants to fill our
show so beautifully—Jerry Spencer, Edith and
Leno Galvan, Pam Peters, Jim Wright, Anita
Spencer, Ken Campbell, Bruce and Carol Berg,
Tom and Barbara Smith, Renate Schmidt, Phyllis

Prestia, Tom Biggart, Chris Croom, Joy Cisco,
Betty and Steve Kelepecz, Kevin Rynearson, Linda
Humiston, Lisa Humphreys, Bob Hodges, Ray
Brandt, Bud Close, Dave and Patti Hoffmaster,
Fred Tomaschke, Helen Pfister, Lila Wagar, David
Brown, Charley Fouquette, Kay Klausing, Nico
Goossens, Irma Adams, Linda Canon, Corky Zumstein, Lynn Ford and…..Linda Fiske. Thanks so
much to all of you!
Kudos to all those who brought in plants to sell. It
looks like we made enough money to keep the society afloat for a while longer. The vendors include: Nancy Boler, Charley Fouquette, Tom Biggart, Tom Osborn, Calavo Gardens, Lico Orchids,
Casa de las Orquideas, Sunset Valley Orchids,
Parkview Orchids, Rose and Joe Alesi and Reid’s
Orchids. Hope to see all of you again in October.
To all the volunteers who made the show such a
success—muchas gracias!! There were so many
new things with which to deal—unforeseen things.
All of you pitched in and made it happen.
AWARDS
Sec. 1 Standard Cymbidiums—no award
Sec. 2 Miniature Cymbidiums—Cymbidium Betty
Court–Jerry Spencer
Sec. 3 Standard Cattleya—Lc. Blue Dynasty—
Anita Spencer
Sec. 4 Miniature Cattleya--Blc. Jungle Gold x
Ctna. Why Not—Ken Campbell
Sec. 5 Paph. and Phrag.—Paph. Houghtoniae—
Charley Fouquette
Sec. 6 Phalaenopsis—Dpts. Taisuco Revolution
‘B93007’—Edith and Leno Galvan
Sec. 7 Oncidium Alliance—Mtdm. Goliath’s Spire
‘Mauna Loa’—Edith and Leno Galvan
Sec. 8 Dendrobium—Dendrobium (unknown)—
Ken Campbell
Sec. 9 Species—Cirrhopetalum eberhardtii—Joy
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Cisco
Sec. 10 Specimen plants—Encyclia
Schmidt—Renate Schmidt

Renate

BEST OF SHOW
Dendrobium (unknown)—Ken Campbell
FORREST ROBINSON CULTURAL AWARD
Masdevallia nidifica-Steve and Betty Kelepecz
Thanks again for all your support and efforts on
the behalf of the Summer Show. It means a lot to
me to have the show be such a success. See you
again in October for the FALL SHOW IN THE
PARK!
Jerry Spencer’s
Cymbidium Betty
Court had very
richly-colored
blooms that looked
almost chocolaty. I
personally like all
the mauve color
patterns that have
emerged from modern Cymbidium
hybridization. (1st
place, Best of Section 2.)

Edith and Leno Galvan’s Dpts. Taisuco Revolution ‘B93007’ was made of French vanilla
with strawberry veins. (Best of Section 6.)

Encyclia Renate Schmidt is a perennial winner at many of our mini-shows, and this one
was no exception. (Best of Section 10.)

Betty Kelpecz’s Masdevallia Golden
Glory was a bright
and sunshiny addition to the show and
earned a 1st place in
Section 8D. This
bloom is all fused
sepals; the petals
and lip are shrunken
and found deep inside the flower in
this genus.

Ken Campbell’s Den. (unknown) took Best in
Show. This one looks like it has heritage from
the Spathulata and Dendrobium sections.
Page 9
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Betty Kelepecz’s Masdevallia nidifica
was a beautiful specimen plant no larger
than a softball (including the mount),
and it was awarded the brand-new
Forrest Robinson Cultural Award. These
things require pure water and prefer
high humidity and temperatures that
aren’t too hot, as they live in cloud forests in the Cordillera of South America.

Anita Spencer’s Lc. Blue Dynasty added
a cerulean splash of color to the July
mini-show, earning 1st place and Best of
Section 3 for “Standard” (not small) Cattleyas. “Lc.” means ‘Laeliocattleya’,
meaning that this plant is a bigeneric
hybrid. Lc.’s almost always will grow well
outdoors in frost-free areas for the entire
year.

Ken Campbell’s nice miniature Cattleya
section won the hearts and minds of the
judges for this Blc. Jungle Gold x Ctna.
Why Not, earning it a 1st place and Best
of Section 4. This hybrid comes from
members of the following genera: Cattleya, Laelia, Brassavola, and Broughtonia, which can be deciphered through
the abbreviations and the fact that members of different orchid alliances don’t
interbreed.

This specimen-sized Cirrhopetalum
eberhardtii was a real show-stopper,
earning it 1st place and Best of Section 9.
Cirrhopetalum is named for how the
flowers are borne in a circular arrangement, and the genus is closely related to
Bulbophyllum (and its members used to
be included in it). The dark red parts of
each flower are their lips, which fluttered
in the slightest breeze due to being
hinged.
Page 10
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Charley Fouquette’s
Paphiopedilum
Houghtoniae dazzled us at the July
meeting, and dazzled the judges
again at the July
mini show, capturing 1st place and
Best of Section 5.
Due to Charley’s
good fertilizing habits, this thing
bloomed after only a
couple of years.

This Denrobium
spectabile was
grown by Lila Wagar
and went unawarded, but had an
incredible fragrance
and a relatively
compact growth
habit for the species.
She also told me she
was growing this
outside which was
awesome to hear, as
traditionally folks
have grown these in
hothouses.

Podangis dactyloceras is a
miniature Angraecoid that
you don’t often
see at any orchid society’s
events, so
thank you
Renate, for
bringing this
in!

This stately plant
is a bigeneric
Vanda hybrid
between Papilionanthe teres
(formerly V.
teres) and another Vanda or
two. This was
brought in by T.
and P. Smith and
is called V. Chue
Ngin.

Mtdm. Goliath’s Spire ‘Mauna Loa’
brought in by Jerry and Anita Spencer
was hard to photograph due to the angle. This plant was awarded 1st place
and Best of Section 7, and is a hybrid
involving the genera Miltonia (or Miltoniopsis), Oncidium, and Brassia.
Oncidium imparts the yellow color,
Brassia gives it the spidery shape, and
Miltonia gives it a broader and more
showy lip.
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T. and P. Smith
bloomed this Dichaea glauca and
entered it in Section
9N during the minishow. The “glauca”
part of the name
refers to the grayish,
waxy coating of the
leaves. The 1” flowers all smelled like
an unoaked Chardonnay (or some
other type of white
wine), and the plant
was particularly
handsome because
it wasn’t missing
many leaves, which
is common for this
species.

This Isochilus major
was exhibited by
Linda Fiske in Section 9N. This Mexican species has sessile, tubular flowers
and flat, distichous
leaves (botany super-geeks take
note), and might
easily be mistaken
for a grass, which is
why members of
this genus are sometimes referred to as
“grass orchids.”
These Epidendrum
relatives remind you
that orchids don’t
always “look like
orchids.”

Concerning Plants for
Judging Sessions
By: Helmut Rohrl
The Pacific South Judging Center conducts each
month three judging sessions in the Los Angeles
and San Diego area. They are
Encinitas (Quail Gardens) on the 1st Monday at 7
p.m.
San Marino (Huntington Botanical Gardens) on
the
2nd
Saturday
at
10
a.m.
Long Beach (Whaley Park) on the 4th Saturday
at 7 p.m.
Visitors—with or without plants—are welcome any
time.
If a member of the SDCOS wishes to have flowering plants judged at one of these sessions but is
unable to take the plants to the judging facility,
please contact one of the following AOS judges:
Batchman, Loren (Solana Beach) 858-755-7572
Rohrl, Helmut (La Jolla) 858-452-0976
Tuskes, Ann and Paul (Clairemont), 858-2745829.

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE
Every day a different orchid—check out
"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com
Specializing in outdoor-growing
orchids for coastal California,
Cymbidium species & hybrids, and species.
Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
Phone: (800)553-3387 Fax: (805) 683-3405
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Monthy Report on AOS Judging at Quail Gardens
By: Helmut Rohrl
Judging at the Encinitas site (Quail Gardens, Administration (Ecke) Building) begins at 7:00 pm
on the first Monday of each month. The facility
opens at 6:30 pm. Anyone interested in orchids is
encouraged and welcome at the sessions. Visitors
may join the judging teams at their tables, but
cannot participate in the judging process. Anyone
who wants to exhibit plants for judging but is unable to bring the plants to Quail Gardens, please
contact one the local judges or have others bring
the plants to the facility.

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Supplies
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower
-granular charcoal, 5 lb or 50 lbfor that extra treatment, “sweeten the mix”

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com

WORLD-FAMOUS
At the July 6, 2009 Encinitas session one cultivar
was shown.
Charlie Fouquette brought in:
Paphiopedilum Houghtoniae (haynaldianum x
rothschildianum) with 4
flowers and 1 bud on one
inflorescence. Natural
spread of the flowers was
20.5 cm. The dorsal sepal
was white, suffused light
green, striped dark brown; the synsepal was white
suffused light yellow, striped brown; the petals
were proximally light yellow, distally light maroon, spotted and striped maroon; the pouch was
brown-maroon, striped brown. HCC/AOS.

San Diego Zoo
NEW: SENIOR PASS (over 60 years of age):
Yearly rate $45 single and $60 dual
Renewal rates: $30 single and $45 dual
DUAL MEMBERSHIP (under 59 years of age):
Yearly rate $94.
Renewal Rate - $79.
~ For two adults in the same household.
~ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both the San
Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
~ 6 discount guest coupons good toward admission.
~ A One Year Subsc.ription to ZOONOOZ.
~ Free Zoo Skyfari
~ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP
Yearly rate $75.
Renewal rate $63.
For One Adult.
All of the benefits described above under dual membership.
Prices & benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
Or call toll free 877.3 MEMBER
Visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org

You are invited to subscribe to…
California Garden

Your membership supports our plant and animal collections and
includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the third Friday of
each month from 10am until 2pm.

The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20
Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org
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San Diego County
Orchid Society June
Board Meeting Minutes
July 13, 2009
Attendees: Bruce Berg, Dave Brown, Bob Clark,
Christopher Croom, Lynn Ford, Genie
Hammond, Dave Hoffmaster, Ron Kaufmann,
Steve Mallory, Kevin Rynearson.
President Dave Brown called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.
The minutes from the June meeting were approved prior to this Board meeting and were
published to the July Newsletter.
The Treasurer presented the Balance Sheet for
June showing bank deposits and checks written
for the month. It was amended and filed for audit.
Dave Brown read a letter we received from the
Palomar Orchid Society regarding the rules governing exhibits at our spring show at Scottish
Rite Temple. The current rule allows for a maximum of seven plants from an exhibit to be submitted for judging. They would like an exception
to that rule as the plants they use in their exhibit
are contributed from their members. They feel
that their members are being penalized for having their best plants in the exhibit. They will
therefore have to put their best plants on the
display floor rather than in their exhibit. The
Show Committee will take up the subject and
results will be presented to the Board for approval. Dave Brown will send them a letter stating that we will take their request under consideration.
Committee and Officer Reports
The committee to evaluate alternate locations
for the Spring Show submitted their findings to
the Board. The committee members were Bruce
Berg, Dave Hoffmaster, and Steve Mallory. The
committee considered a total of 29 locations including Scottish Rite. Of those, only four looked
like a viable location for our show. They in-
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cluded:
Al Bahr Temple
Liberty Station
San Diego Convention Center
Scottish Rite
The other locations were eliminated as possible
venues for a number of reasons including cost,
size and availability. A complete list of the sites
considered and an evaluation of each was given
to the Board.
It is the recommendation of the committee that
we continue with Scottish Rite for our 2010
show.
The Orchid Conservation Alliance (OCA), which
is not directly affiliated with the SDCOS, would
like to sell plants and materials at our mini
shows to raise funds for OCA. The issue was discussed and tabled for a vote at a future meeting.
Old Business
Ron Kaufmann will work with Owen to establish
a PayPal link on the SDCOS web site to allow
people to pay for membership or to contribute
to the Society over the Internet. This will require
a link with buttons for membership and contributions.
We will hold our fall mini shows in 2009 and
2010 on the original October dates. It turns out
that the San Diego Botanical Garden Foundation will not need to move our schedule in room
101 until 2011. However, starting in 2011, the
schedule for the fall mini show will move into
early November.
There are a number of proposed changes to the
SDCOS By-Laws. They were published in the
July Newsletter and read at the July general
meeting. Dave Brown will read them again at
the August meeting. A vote of the membership is
required to approve the changes and that vote
will be held at the August meeting.
Losses from the plant table were discussed. The
Society looses over $1000 per year purchasing
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plants for the plant table and we need to reduce
those losses. It was decided to table the discussion for a few months to see what effect the
newly initiated plant auction has upon revenue
before making any further action.
A motion was made to authorize the expenditure of $100 to film the upcoming mini show to
provide material for a TV commercial. The motion was defeated. Instead, Dave Brown will
form a marketing committee to study promoting
the society and the prospect of a TV commercial
will be part of the study. Dave will call for a
committee at the next SDCOS meeting.
New Business
Harry Philips will be the speaker at the August
Society meeting. He will discuss mounting orchids and water quality. He will have materials
to test water quality and would like society
members to bring in samples of the water they
use. These samples should include samples with
and without fertilizer added.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

next Newsletter requesting that we write about
our experiences and submit them to the board.
They will be assembled into a notebook and presented to Kay.
Genie Hammond will contact Bob Swanson to
nominate Forrest Robinson for the Friends of
Balboa Park Inspiration Award.
The Floral Association dues were paid.
It was moved and passed that we provide a
Christmas tree in Balboa Park as part of the Floral Association December Nights. Dave Brown
will call for volunteers, as we get closer to the
event.
Orchid Wiz is offering a free copy of their software to societies provided it is auctioned off and
not used for society business. Steve Mallory is
looking into the issue to see if we can get a copy.

The novice speaker will be Marilyn Levy talking
about how to prepare your plants for a show.

ORCHID
SUPPLIES!

A motion was made to allow SDCOS members
to sell their plants on consignment at the
monthly meetings. The motion passed.

WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK
FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS
CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS

There was some discussion about changing the
schedule of the monthly meeting to allow the
speaker to go before covering Society business.
It was moved to hold the schedule as is for the
time being. The motion passed.

HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS

AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM

Candy Kalman volunteered to take over responsibility of mailing out the Society Newsletter
each month. The board approved the change.

WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST

The Society has started receiving funds for the
Forrest Robinson memorial. It was decided to
hold off until the next board meeting what we
should do with the funds to allow us to consider
all options.

Or contact us at

A motion was made and passed to assemble a
memory book of our experiences with Forrest
Robinson. Dave Brown will put a note in the

DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
In June we lost a verifiable colossus of our orchid community, Forrest Robinson, a man who was a true
friend to all in the Society and never had to “talk the talk” because he always just “walked the walk.” He
was humble, private, and exceptional, and I frankly don’t know what we’ll do without him. (Forgive me,
Kay, for expounding on his incredible virtues.) I never saw anyone grow and bloom more spotless plants
in such abundance and then spend so much time sharing them with others. Please contribute to his
“memory book,” which will be available at the next Society meeting for you to make entries in.
On to happier things: there still were a lot of plants at July’s mini-show, despite Forrest’s absence. Foot
traffic was a little low because everyone was at the beach, but Tom and all the volunteers did a tremendous
job running it, as always.
The Board Meeting Minutes on pg. 14-15 discuss losses that we experience at the plant opportunity table
every month, so take a tip from me, someone who almost always wins: give Joy
Contact Information:
Cisco a $20 bill and scatter your tickets profusely throughout the raffle tumbler.
Every one of the plants at every opportunity table is worth more than $20 (the
Christopher Croom
offerings are always well beyond Trader Joe’s-caliber—they have names and
pedigrees and you can’t buy them at any chain store), and I always win by using
(619) 583-3804
this method. If we all do this every time we come to a meeting (please ignore
batescroom@cox.net
esoteric mathematical details here), we’ll probably stop losing over $1000 a
year as a Society. Even though every orchid society operates their plant opportunity tables at a loss, giving my technique a try will be worth your risk.
Happy Growing,
Christopher

