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San Diego County Orchid Society's
Dinner and Annual Awards Banquet
Please join the San Diego County Orchid Society for the Annual Awards Banquet
on Tuesday, May 5. Members may bring one guest, who will be charged $20 for
their meal. This event will replace the general and
novice meeting. Every year we have an excellent
time at the Banquet, so we hope to see you there!
Schedule:
6:00 PM—Dinner and Awards
Location:
Balboa Park—Casa Del Prado, Room 101
Cost:
Members—None
Guests of Members—$20.00 per person.
Menu:
Wine, coffee,
punch
Hors d'oeuvres
Barbecue Ribs
Barbecue
Chicken
Selection of SalVegetables

EVERYONE must RSVP!
Contact Genie at (619) 422-2235 or
orchidgenie@att.net
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San Diego County Orchid Society
Board of Directors
President:
David Brown
Ron Kaufmann
First VP:
Second VP:
Dave Hoffmaster
Treasurer:
Lynn Ford
Secretary:
Pam Peters
Directors:
Steve Mallory
Christopher Croom
Kevin Rynearson
Past President:

Genie Hammond

Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first
Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:
6:30 p.m., Room 104
General Meeting:
7:30 p.m., Room 101

Newsletter Entries

Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com
Casa de las Orquideas
Loren and Nancy Batchman
Casa de las Orquideas will be holding a Seedling Sale May
17. Selected varieties of our cymbidium and zygo
3" seedlings from LB 1368 to LB 1422, and selected gallonsize plants, will be available at super-low prices! This could
be your last chance to get some special orchids, so make
your plans now! Visit Casa de las Orquideas on May 17
from 10 AM to 4 PM. We are at 170 S. Nardo Ave., Solana
Beach, CA 92075.
Visit our website at www.orquideas.com or call us at
(858) 755-7572 for more information and directions.
Parking is limited - Please consider carpooling.

If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related
to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the June newsletter must be submitted May 15.

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Supplies
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower
-granular charcoal, 5 lb or 50 lbfor that extra treatment, “sweeten the mix”

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com
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Orchid Dates to Remember
May 2, 9 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
May 6
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Woman’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228

May 5, 6:00 PM
SDCOS Annual Dinner
and Awards Banquet
RSVPS REQUIRED!
Contact Genie at (619) 422-2235 or
orchidgenie@att.net
Casa Del Prado
Balboa Park, Room 104
Note: due to the dinner and awards
banquet there will not be the regular
novice and general meetings.
May 7, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Normally, the Thursday following the General
Meeting (usually the first Thursday of the month;
second Friday of the month in rare cases)
Balboa Park, Rm. 104
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
May 15
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
10 AM-2 PM
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306
May 20
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month

May 2009

Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Woman's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355
July 18-19
San Diego County Orchid Society
Summer Show in the Park
Room 101 of the Casa del Prado in Balboa Park
To volunteer: tombiggart@mac.com
October 24-25
San Diego County Orchid Society
Fall Show in the Park
Room 101 of the Casa del Prado in Balboa Park
To volunteer: tombiggart@mac.com

If you have any announcements that you would
like included in the “Dates to Remember” section of
the newsletter, please e-mail batescroom@cox.net.

Glass & Glaze
Granite Hills Orchids Studios
5th Annual

SPRING FLING
Saturday, May 9, 9am to 3pm
Crafts and Orchids in a Garden Setting
Blooming Orchids
Weaving Items
Woodworking
Jewelry
Ceramics
Fine Textiles
www.glassandglaze.com
www.granitehillsorchids.com
1894 Dehesa Rd, El Cajon CA 92019
(619) 441-9874
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NET NUGGETS

Orchid Growers

Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President
kaufmann@sandiego.edu

Want to upgrade the quality of
your potting mix?

Jardín Botánico Lankester
(Lankester Botanical Garden)

There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite!
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and
uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite
and 1 part bark or coconut chunks.
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes;
small, medium and large.

www.jardinbotanicolankester.org
Many botanical gardens include orchids among
their exhibits, and it can be an interesting challenge for orchid lovers to
find their favorite plants
amidst the greenery (and
flower-y) of a typical botanical garden. At Jardín
Botánico Lankester near
San Jose, Costa Rica, the
mission is “to promote
conservation, enjoyment
and sustainable use of the
epiphytic flora through scientific research, horticulture, and environmental education”, with an
emphasis on orchids. For those of us who have not
yet been fortunate enough to visit the Garden,
their web site offers a
glimpse into some of the
collections and projects
that JBL supports. The
site includes information
about the history of the
Garden and the scope of
the plant collections, including orchids, bromeliads, succulents, heliconias, bamboos, and palms.
JBL also supports conservation programs and
hosted the III International Orchid Conservation
Congress in March 2007.
Perhaps the most colorful
portion of the web site is
the photo gallery that includes a selection of orchids,
photographed
beautifully by Franco Pupulin. If you’re interested
in learning more about
JBL, check out their web
site and make plans to
visit!

Are you using De-ionized or
Reverse Osmosis water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically
designed for pure water.
Sunset Valley Orchids
Fred Clarke
1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA 92081
760-639-6255
Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

San Diego County Orchid
Society Membership
We invite you to join the
San Diego County Orchid
Society! Receive this
newsletter and many
other benefits, including a
holiday party and a free
orchid at the end of the year!
To join, please send your check for $15 for an
individual membership or $20 for a dual
membership, payable to SDCOS , to:
San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com.
Page 4

www .sdorchids.com

Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235
San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 422-2235
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175
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Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm
1000’s of blooming orchids in our
36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom

Open to the Public
We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming
size, established species are what we do best!
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid
growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us
and we will send our latest issue.

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take
pride in our reputation for selling a wellestablished plant and will replace it if you are
not satisfied upon receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
www.AndysOrchids.com
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Monthly Report on AOS
Judging at Quail Gardens

N. S. of flowers 7.8 cm; sepals and petals brown;
lip white, blotched and spotted brown. HCC/AOS.

By: Helmut Rohrl
Photos by Jo Bailey

Cymbidium
(Woody Wilson Ann x Vogelsang), with
twenty flowers
and one bud
on one inflorescence; N. S.
of flowers 10.5
cm; sepals and
p et als
offwhite, faintly striated brown; lip white, haevily
spotted brown.

Judging at the Encinitas site (Quail Gardens, Administration (Ecke) Building) begins at 7:00 pm
on the first Monday of each month. The facility
opens at 6:30 pm. Anyone interested in orchids is
encouraged and welcome at the sessions. Visitors
may join the judging teams at their tables, but
cannot participate in the judging process. Anyone
who wants to exhibit plants for judging but is unable to bring the plants to Quail Gardens, please
contact one the local judges or have others bring
the plants to the facility.

Loren Batchman presented two cultivars:
At the April 6, 2009 Encinitas session twenty-one
cultivars were shown.
Harry Polis presented four cultivars:
Cymbidium Ison’s Wild Thing (tracyanum x Son
of Freak), with eleven flowers on one inflorescence; N.
S. of flowers
10.2
cm;
all
segments
light yellow;
sepals and
p e t a l s
veined
d a r k
brown, lateral sepals peloric; lip spotted brown.
HCC/AOS.
Cymbidium Keiko Kageyama (Somona Sunset x
Gustav Mehlquist), with 139 flowers on nine inflorescences; N. S. of flowers 10.8 cm; sepals and petals brown, spotted darker brown; lip white with
dark brown design.
Cymdidium
(Cabernet
Cherry Village x
Brook Street),
with fifty-four
flowers on three
inflorescences;

Zygopetalum
(Kiwi Korker x
Mishima
Goddess), with thirteen flowers and
one bud on two
inflorescences;
N. S. of flowers
7.9 cm; sepals
and petals green,
blotched
and
spotted brown; lip white, veined bluish purple.
AM/AOS.
Zygopoetalum (Mishima Goddess x New Era),
with four flowers and one bud on one inflorescence; N. S. of
flowers 7.0 cm;
sepals and petals green, heavily overlaid dark
brown;
lip
white, spotted
and striped purple. AM/AOS.

Norman Fang presented twelve cultivars of
the cross:
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Phalaenopsis (Sogo Lawrence x Tying Shin
Golden Apple), with various flowers counts; N. S.
of flowers averaging 6.8 cm; colors ranging from
dark red to bronze brown. 3 HCC/AOS.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

Concerning Plants for Judging
Sessions
By: Helmut Rohrl
The Pacific South Judging Center conducts each
month three judging sessions in the Los Angeles and
San Diego area. They are

Joan Bailey presented two cultivars:
Paphiopedilum
(Fanatics
Surprise x Winston
Churchill), with
two flowers on
one
inflorescence; N. S. of
flowers 10.5 cm;
dorsal
sepal
white,
heavily
overlaid
dark
maroon, synsepal greenish yellow, striped brown; petals similar to sepals; pouch
dark maroon.

Encinitas (Quail Gardens) on the 1st Monday at 7
pm
San Marino (Huntington Botanical Gardens) on the
2nd Saturday at 10 am
Long Beach (Whaley Park) on the 4th Saturday at 7
pm.
Visitors –with or without plants – are welcome anytime.
If a member of the SDCOS wishes to have flowering
plants judged at one of these sessions but is unable to
take the plants to the judging facility,
please contact one of the following AOS judges:
Batchman, Loren (Solana Beach) 858-755-7572
Rohrl, Helmut (La Jolla) 858-452-0976
Tuskes, Ann and Paul (Clairemont), 858-274-5829

Paphiopedilum (Many Flavors x Pittsburgh), with
one flower on one inflorescence; N. S. of flower 8.3
cm; dorsal sepal green, striped brown, synsepal
green; petals lower half green, upper half light
brown, central vein dark brown; pouch green,
densely spotted brown. HCC/AOS.
Helmut Rohrl presented:

(DEAD SPACE)

Oncidiun leucochilum, with
55 flowers on
one inflorescence; N. S. of
flowers 4.4 cm;
sepals and petals
yellow,
densely overlaid and spotted dark brown; lip white. AM/AOS.
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Tree Frogs in My Orchids
By C. Schneider
Growing orchids isn’t just about growing orchids.
As long as I’ve been growing orchids, it’s also been
about growing tree frogs. Not by choice, mind you.
When my orchids are outside in the shade of the
patio, the tiny tree frogs take up residence down in
the bark of some of the orchids. It must be the humidity that creates the perfect haven for these little frogs. Sometimes when I’m using a hose to water the orchids, a frog will “fly” past my nose, having been flooded out by the shower of water. At
night, through open windows, I can hear the tree
frogs’ serenade. So, why are the tree frogs on my
mind now? Winter is really cold in my neighborhood and the orchids are inside the house. The
hose is coiled up collecting cobwebs and I haven’t
seen or heard a tree frog since mid-November.

Photo of tree frog sitting on container of meal worms in the shower
room last fall.

On my calendar there are big red circles around
October first and May first. These dates mark the
beginning of the big orchid migration at my house,
coming inside in October and going outside in
May. The baker’s racks that hold the orchids collect debris all summer. So the first step of the Autumn Migration is to clear the racks of the layers
of leaves, dust and spider webs. Next I rearrange
the furniture in my house, clearing space in front
of every east and west facing window for the
shiny-clean baker’s racks. After all the racks are
inside the house, comes the actual migration of
plants. Two or three at a time, arms full, I carry
the orchids, trying to decide which ones go in the
east windows and which in the west windows,
which ones should be in the living room where
there is wood-stove heat and which will stay in the
back rooms without heat. About twenty of the orchids go into the shower room with its west facing
window. As the position of the Sun changes
throughout the day, I arrange and rearrange the
plants until I’m satisfied. Satisfied, that is, until
I’m lying in bed that first night and hear the loud
chirp of a tree frog. And then another chirp and
then another. Oh dear, I always forget about the
frogs. So begins the last phase of the Autumn Migration process, that of catch-and-release
(catching the tree frogs inside the house and releasing them outside). Last fall I caught and released seven tree frogs. But before I don my trapper hat, I have a little fun with the frogs.

About ten years ago I discovered that tree frogs
are trainable; you can train them to eat directly
out of your hand. This probably appealed to my
childhood dream of being a trainer at Sea World.
With imagination, the texture of frog skin resembles the texture of whale skin, sort of. I don’t wear
a special outfit while training the tree frogs, but
sometimes I wear my Shamu souvenir hat. Anyway, to train the tree frogs you need a carton of
small meal worms and a strategy for luring the
frogs out of hiding. The operational strategy in the
shower room is the sound of running water.
Within a couple of minutes of turning on the
shower, the frogs appear on the upper leaves of
the orchids. I pinch a meal worm between my
thumb and forefinger and slowly move toward the
frog. After a few seconds of eyeballing the wiggling
worm, the frog will leap at it, mouth wide open,
eyes turned back into his head, he will grab the
worm and wrestle it right out of my grip. The tree
frogs are lightning fast, so with the first couple of
jumps, I gasp and leap backwards. I adjust my
Shamu hat and concentrate. Eventually I am able
to keep my eyes open through the entire lunge and
swallowing motion of the frog and I am entertained. One year, with the sound of running water,
eight tree frogs lined up on the shower room shelf,
each waiting for a daily share of meal worms. I
usually work with the frogs for a week or two, until
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all the meal worms are gone, and then, one-byone, I’ll catch the frogs and put them outside into
my garden. One benefit, it’s easier to catch the tree
frogs after a week of “training.”
It’s April now, and in a month my orchids and
their metal baker’s racks will go outside. The tree
frogs will burrow back into the bark and the cycle
will begin anew. They are on my mind, these tree
frogs. Frog skin is very porous, part of their respiratory system, and very able to absorb air and fluids. Periodically at Orchid Society meetings, we
hear advice on the use chemicals on our orchids.
It seems that to achieve the perfect orchid, pesticides and other chemicals should be used. I enjoy
my orchids and really admire the beauties at the
monthly meetings and Spring shows. Brown scale
are my major nemesis, so I understand the need
for using chemicals. However, populations of frogs
and other amphibians are declining at unprecedented rates, including tree frogs. The truth is that
scientists are not exactly sure why the decline,
blaming habitat loss, introduced species, disease,
increased ultra-violet radiation, and pesticides. I
would miss the tree frogs if they disappeared. Perhaps if we all use less-toxic chemicals, with fewer
applications, we can have a smaller impact on tree
frogs populations. It’s just a thought that I wanted
to share.
In the meantime, my calendar shows that it’s almost time for the Spring Orchid Migration. I will
sweep off the patio, adjust the shade cloth, and
haul the baker’s racks outside. Then two or three
at a time, I’ll carry my orchids to their summer
residence. I enjoy sitting among the orchids, outside, on warm summer nights. And I look forward
to seeing a tree frog “fly” past my nose the next
time I flood my orchids with a hose.
Editor’s Note: Thank you very much, Claire, for this
highly entertaining article about your tree frogs. Scientists do, however, know why amphibian populations
all over the world are declining. Amphibians everywhere are being killed off by a chytrid fungus (the disease is called chytridiomycosis and the species of chytrid killing frogs and all other amphibians is Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis). This epidemic has been exacerbated, if not entirely caused, by global warming. For
more information, check out the April 2009 issue of
National Geographic.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

Novice Class Update
By Dave Hoffmaster
We will not have a novice class at the May 5
SDCOS meeting. Instead, all members are invited
to attend the Show Banquet starting with hors
d’ouevres at 6:00 Tuesday evening. Dinner will
start at 6:30 and is free to all society members. If
you have not already responded to a board member and would like to attend, please contact Genie
Hammond at 619-422-2235 or by email to orchidgenie@att.net.
I would like to thank Paul Tuskes for his talk last
month about pests. It may not be something we
like to talk about but pests are a problem for anyone growing orchids outdoors. Snails and slugs
just seem to find their way in but there are things
we can do to limit their damage. There are several
products that come in pellet or granular form that
are quite effective. Each of these products, however, has their pros and cons. For example, I use a
product called THATS IT. It works quite well
against slugs but I do not recommend it for anyone with pets in the house.
Insects are another story and that story usually
starts with ants. Watch for ants when water your
orchids. Ants by themselves are not a big problem
but they will bring in other insects like aphids,
mealybugs, and scale that can be a real problem.
Malathion spray works well against these bugs but
is only effective above ground. That is, insects hiding down in the mix may well survive and continue
feeding on your plants. One item we recommend
is a systemic product that is absorbed into the
plant through the roots. It is Bayer Advanced and
it is available at Home Depot. The label says Allin-One Rose and Flower Care. It has three products (fertilizer, insect control and disease control)
so look for that information on the label as well.
Just mix 2 tablespoons per gallon of water and water your orchids with it. It takes several days to be
absorbed and knock off the bugs but it is effective.
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Photos from the Spring 2009 SDCOS Orchid Show
(see additional photos in the April issue)
Best Exhibit Illustrating
Show Theme
Balboa Trophy
(Palomar Orchid
Society)

Best Exhibit Illustrating
Show Theme
President’s Trophy
(South Coast Orchids and
Haute)

Best Exhibit in a Natural
Setting
SDCOS Trophy

(Lico Orchids)
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Ms. Kirk’s 5th grade class at U.S. Grant school presented
a wonderful exhibit of her students’ drawings. Note the
attention to detail that was taken with the Rhynchostele.

Best American Hybrid Cymbidium
(Cymbidium Mad Doctor ‘Dr. Art’)
Crosby Trophy (Art Ferrario)

Best White or Semi-Alba Standard Sized Cattleya (Cattleya Taida Swan ‘Swan’)
Moore Trophy (Lance Clement & Rick Hatfield)

Best Three Cymbidiums
Snyder Trophy
(Edith and Leno Galvan)

Most Artistic Exhibit
Pinckney Trophy
(Jerry and Anita Spencer)
Cymbidium Society of America
Paphiopedilum Gold Medal
Outstanding Paphiopedium Display
(The Orchid Source)
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San Diego County
Orchid Society
Board Meeting Minutes
March 5, 2009

•

•

Attendees: Loren Batchman, Bruce Berg, David
Brown, Bob Clark, Christopher Croom, Lynn
Ford, Dave Hoffmaster, Steve Mallory, Pam Peters
The Show Meeting was held prior to the Board
meeting. Several Board members attended. The
show wrap-up meeting will be held at 6:00 PM on
May 7 prior to the Board Meeting.

•

•

•

The meeting was called to order at 7:40 pm by
President David Brown. Minutes for the February
Board meeting were distributed and approved as
amended.
The Treasurer presented the Winter Mini Show
balance sheet. The Treasurer’s Reports for January and February were handed out. A motion was
made and approved to file these two reports for
audit.
Old Business
Dave Hoffmaster, Lynn Ford, David Brown, Tom
Biggart, and Ron Kaufmann went to the Cactus &
Succulent Society Show to see how the credit card
and scanner work. Fees and percentage vary depending on the carrier. Have to review the contract carefully before signing.

•

Free membership to those with school IDs
if they attend a certain number of meetings
students who volunteer at a mini show.
Facebook, Twitter
We should encourage members to give
their grandchildren orchids.
SDCOS members making contact and
showing more interest with people at mini
shows and the spring show.
Through California garden clubs.
Having membership forms at the conservation booth.

David Brown will put an article in the April newsletter regarding the Department of Agriculture
and reasons for Nursery Licenses.
New Business
A motion was made and approved to pull the Garner Funds out of the mutual funds and put the
money into a CD. The goal is to preserve the
funds.
The speaker for the April meeting will be Norman
Fang of Norman’s Orchids. He will be talking
about phalaenopsis. The speaker for the novice
class is TBD.

A subcommittee will look at new locations for a
possible change for next year’s show: Liberty Station, the Convention Center, Marina Village, Town
& Country, Peterson Gym at SDSU.

SDCOS will have a booth at the Carlsbad Flower
Fields, Apr 24 – 26. Volunteers are needed. Contact Dave Hoffmaster, 2nd VP.

A follow-up letter and/or postcard for expired
memberships has not yet been written or drawn.

The Cuyamaca Spring Garden Festival will be held
Sat, April 25.

The PayPal account, to be used for Mini Show and
website membership sign-ups and renewals, has
not been set up yet.

San Diego Fair – David Brown will write an article
about submitting orchids for the Fair.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

The Board discussed ways of attracting younger
members such as:
•

Respectfully submitted,
Pam Peters, Secretary

Advertising in school newspapers.
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ORCHID
SUPPLIES!

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY
Since 1928—A San Diego Tradition of Excellence

WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK

3642 Enterprise, San Diego
(Near Pacific Hwy. & Barnett)

FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS

SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY!
ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY!

HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS

Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday
12755 Danielson Court, Poway
619-224-8271 and 858-513-4900

CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS

AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM
WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE
Every day a different orchid—check out
"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com
Specializing in outdoor-growing
orchids for coastal California,
Cymbidium species & hybrids, and species.
Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
Phone: (800)553-3387 Fax: (805) 683-3405

You are invited to subscribe to…
California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20

DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!
Or contact us at

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo
✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $89
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $74)
✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.

Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org

✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.

Volunteer Needed to
Coordinate Carpooling!
Many SDCOS members have requested a
need to carpool to our monthly meetings, so
we need a volunteer to organize our Society
according to region, and set up the necessary
phone tree.
Please call David Brown at (619) 294-5925

✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $71
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $59)
✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.
Prices and benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections
and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the
third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm.
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
I hope your orchids survived the insanely hot weather we had during the week of April 20th with minimal
sunburn. I hope that weather event was not portentous of what August and September will be like; if so,
we’re probably all going to be fined by the City for not reducing our water consumption.
There are only about two things you can do with an outdoor collection when the mercury rises that substantially: water more, and move plants into shadier conditions. Misting also can help, as it keeps the orchids from losing as much water to transpiration. (Transpiration is a natural aspect of glucose metabolism
in plants and results in the release of excess water after the glucose has been combined with oxygen to
make energy for cell growth and reproduction.) But, if temperatures are in the 100’s and the humidity is
also extremely high, misting tends to not work so well. Plus, it can leave unsightly buildup of salts on plant
leaves that can blacken leaf tips and chemically “burn” the growing tips of roots, so many orchid experts
advocate increasing real humidity in more enduring and less potentially damaging ways (humidity trays,
swamp coolers, etc.).
If you’re worried about saving water this summer, one thing you can do is pot
Contact Information:
everything in fine fir bark (or another medium that retains water for longer periods of time, like New Zealand sphagnum) and water your collection less, like
Christopher Croom
Pam Peters and other folks in our Society do. If you are, however, using fine
bark,
you absolutely must repot epiphytic orchids regularly, on no less than an
(619) 583-3804
annual basis, unless you like to encourage rotten roots.
batescroom@cox.net

Happy Growing,
Christopher

