San Diego County Orchid Society

Purpose: To promote interest in orchids and their
cultivation, to educate by exchanging information and
experiences related to successful orchid culture, and to
support the conservation of orchids in the wild.

Volume 119
December 2008
www.sdorchids.com

HOLIDAY PARTY
December 2, 6:00 PM– Casa Del Prado Room 104

The December Novice and General Meetings are canceled so that we can celebrate
the holidays during our special, annual Orchid Society event. Join us on December 2
at 6:00 for a potluck and orchid plant exchange. All members are welcome to bring
one guest.
Potluck Assignments:
Since this is a potluck, we ask that each member bring a dish. Make sure to bring
serving utensils and appropriate condiments for your dish, too. Containers for sharing food should have your name on them. Please pre-cut cakes, pies, lasagnas, casseroles, etc., and bring serving utensils.
Food assignments are according to the first letter of your last name:
A-H
I-M
N-S
T-Z

desserts
appetizers
salads
main dishes

Orchid Plant Exchange:
The gift plant exchange is a wonderful way to enjoy the festivities. Bring an orchid
plant with your name (and the plant’s name) attached to it and clearly showing. No
pots, stakes, books, or other orchid supplies will be allowed for trade; just bring orchids (potted, in baskets, or mounted—no bareroot plants, please). Here is how the
plant exchange works: one person is selected by the President to start the ball rolling, and they go to the table and choose the orchid gift they like best. The person
whose name is on the plant they chose is called up, and then that person picks a
plant. The name of the person whose plant they selected is called to choose a plant,
and so on, and so on.
The nicest plants are always picked first, so if you want to optimize your choices,
bring something special! The nicer the plant, the better your choices will be from the
remaining gifts. If you don’t go home with something nice from this event, it’s your
own fault! Your present has to be nice enough that someone will want to pick it. And
when they do, it’s your turn to select a plant! Also, all SDCOS members will receive a
free orchid plant to show our appreciation for your membership. People with dual
memberships must both be present to get their two free plants.
Volunteers are needed to help set up and take down tables (setup begins at 4:30) ,
so please call David Brown (619) 294-5925 if you have time to lend a hand!!
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Board of Directors
President:
David Brown
Ron Kaufmann
First VP:
Second VP:
Dave Hoffmaster
Treasurer:
Lynn Ford
Secretary:
Pam Peters
Directors:
Steve Mallory
Christopher Croom
Kevin Rynearson

Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com
We're Seeing Spots!
The Casa de las Orquideas Open House is coming up!

Past President:

Genie Hammond

Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first
Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:
6:30 p.m., Room 104
General Meeting:
7:30 p.m., Room 101

Newsletter Entries

We have new meristems of many of our spotted cymbidiums, including several cultivars of Cym. Pepperpuss! Also, we have our usual selection of new seedlings
and plenty of new blooming size cyms and zygopetalums.
Come join us December 6th and 7th from 9 AM to 4 PM!
We will be joined once again by The Rowland Collection,
Andy's Orchids, and Islander Delights.
www.orquideas.com • casa@orquideas.com • 858-755-7572

Parking is limited - please consider carpooling.
Loren and Nancy Batchman
Casa de las Orquideas

If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related
to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the January newsletter must be submitted December 15th.

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Pots and Supplies
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower
#4 PERLITE!! Premium Grade
4 cu ft or 2 gal size on hand

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com
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Orchid Dates to Remember

Contact: Phyllis Prestia orchldy2@mac.com or
760-732-0055

December 2, 6:00 p.m.
SDCOS Holiday Party
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104

March 13-15
San Diego County Orchid Society
63rd Annual Show and Sale
Scottish Rite Center, San Diego

December 3
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Woman’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228

If you have any announcements that you
would like included in the “Dates to Remember” section of the newsletter, please e-mail
batescroom@cox.net.

December 4, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Normally, the Thursday following the General
Meeting (usually the first Thursday of the
month; second Friday of the month in rare
cases)
Balboa Park, Rm. 104
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
December 6, 9 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
December 17
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Woman's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355
December 19
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
10 AM-2 PM
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306
January 31
San Diego County Cymbidium
Society Orchid Auction
Carlsbad Woman's Club
Preview of orchids 11:00 a.m. Bidding begins
at 12:00 noon
All types of orchids!

Volunteer Needed to
Coordinate Carpooling!
Many SDCOS members have requested a
need to carpool to our monthly meetings, so
we need a volunteer to organize our Society
according to region, and set up the necessary
phone tree.
Please call David Brown at (619) 294-5925
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NET NUGGETS

Orchid Growers

Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President
kaufmann@sandiego.edu

Want to upgrade the quality of
your potting mix?

Orchid Society of
South East Asia Singapore
www.ossea.org.sg
I’ve always had an interest in
history, and the history of orchid cultivation and breeding
has fascinated me ever since I
caught the orchid bug. A few
orchid societies were established at a time when modern
orchid cultivation and breeding were in their infancy, and
the legacy of those societies’ founders often extends to the present. One society with a long and
interesting history is the Orchid Society of Southeast Asia, based in Singapore. Originally founded
in 1928 as the Malayan Orchid Society, the OSSEA
has survived a world war as well as much political
and social turmoil in Singapore and Malaysia.
The society publishes The
Malayan Orchid Review, and
the OSSEA web site incorporates articles from the journal,
including a history of the society as of its 75th anniversary in
2003. The site also contains
photographs of plant tables
from the monthly meetings,
featuring a variety of plants
grown by society members.
My personal favorite is the
first place plant from the December 2004 meeting,
a beautifully flowered Coelogyne rochussenii.
(Editor’s note: after searching through the website, this photo could not be located.) Unlike most
society web sites, the OSSEA offers entertainment
for the visitor, including interactive crossword and
WordFind puzzles, and an orchid game called
“THE iNCREDIBLES” that involves trying to guess
the identity of a masked flower. A visit to the
OSSEA web site is sure to be educational and entertaining.

There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite!
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and
uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite
and 1 part bark or coconut chunks.
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes;
small, medium and large.
Are you using De-ionized or
Reverse Osmosis water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically
designed for pure water.
Sunset Valley Orchids
Fred Clarke
1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA 92081
760-639-6255
Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

San Diego County Orchid
Society Membership
We invite you to join the
San Diego County Orchid
Society! Receive this
newsletter and many
other benefits, including a
holiday party and a free
orchid at the end of the year!
To join, please send your check for $15 for an
individual membership or $20 for a dual
membership, payable to SDCOS , to:
San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com.
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235
San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 422-2235
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175
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Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm
1000’s of blooming orchids in our
36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom

Open to the Public
We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming
size, established species are what we do best!
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid
growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us
and we will send our latest issue.

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take
pride in our reputation for selling a wellestablished plant and will replace it if you are
not satisfied upon receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
www.AndysOrchids.com
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Monthly Report on AOS Juding at
Quail Gardens
By: Helmut Rohrl
Judging at the Encinitas site (Quail Gardens, Administration [Ecke] Building) begins at 7:00 pm
on the first Monday of each month. The facility
opens at 6:30 pm.
Anyone interested in orchids is encouraged and
welcome at the sessions. Visitors may join the
judging teams at their tables, but cannot participate in the judging process. Anyone who wants to
exhibit plants for judging but is unable to bring
the plants to Quail Gardens, please contact one of
the local judges or have others bring the plants to
the facility.
At the November 3 Encinitas session two cultivars
were shown.
L. Burzell presented two cultivars:

Cattleya intermedia var.
alba, a species from Brazil,
with four flowers on one
stem and Natural Spread of
8.5 cm; all segments white.

Concerning Plants for Judging
Sessions
By: Helmut Rohrl
The Pacific South Judging Center conducts each
month three judging sessions in the Los Angeles
and San Diego area. They are:
Encinitas (Quail Gardens)
1st Monday at 7 pm.
San Marino (Huntington Botanical Gardens)
2nd Saturday at 10 pm.
Long Beach (Whaley Park)
4th Saturday at 7 pm.
Visitors—with or without plants—are welcome
anytime.
If a member of the SDCOS wishes to have flowering plants judged at one of these sessions but is
unable to take the plants to the judging facility,
please contact one of the following AOS judges:
Batchman, Loren (Solana Beach) 858-755-7572
Rohrl, Helmut (La Jolla) 858-452-0976
Tuskes, Ann and Paul (Clairemont), 858-274-5829
WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY
Since 1928—A San Diego Tradition of Excellence
3642 Enterprise, San Diego
(Near Pacific Hwy. & Barnett)
SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY!
ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY!

Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday
12755 Danielson Court, Poway
619-224-8271 and 858-513-4900

You are invited to subscribe to…
California Garden
Cattleya trianaei, a species from Brazil, with five
flowers on two stems and Natural Spread of 14.2
cm; sepals and petals light lavender purple; lip
tubular, distally ruffled and dark magenta.
Photography: Joan Bailey

The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20
Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org
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Fertilizer and Water
By: Dave Hoffmester
I hope you all got something out of my talk about
fertilizer and water at the November novice meeting. Proper watering is essential for growing orchids and fertilizer goes along hand in hand with
that. Always use ample amounts of water to flush
any buildup of minerals from your pots and follow
this a few minutes later with weak solution of fertilizer. Most of the people I talked with recommended using a one-quarter strength solution of
fertilizer every time you water your plants during
the growing season. Fertilizer should be reduced
or eliminated during a rest period.
Another thing you need think about are the micronutrients in the solution and that’s where the water you use is important. Tap water in this area
contains significant amounts of calcium and magnesium and the companies that make fertilizer
know this. Most fertilizer sold in this area does not
contain either of these two elements as the makers
assume you will use their fertilizer with tap water.
On the other hand, if you use reverse-osmosis (R/
O) or deionized (D/I) water, you need to add calcium and magnesium. There are fertilizers available that contain these elements so pay attention
to the list of ingredients.
There will be no novice meeting in December, as
we will celebrate with our annual potluck dinner. I
hope to see all of you at the dinner.

Mark Alcorn sent in this picture of Encyclia
atrorubens, which he intended to enter in the Fall
Show but could not due to having to care for my feral niece and nephew. Nice blooms, Mark! (He
grows this outside, year round in Tierrasanta.)
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San Diego County Orchid
Society Membership
Privacy Policy
Approved at the November 4, 2008
Board Meeting
The following describes SDCOS policy on the use
of the Membership Roster or information derived
there from with respect to members’ mailing addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses.

1. Member addresses, phone numbers, and email
addresses in the Membership Roster and By-Laws
of the San Diego County Orchid Society are solely
for the private use of SDCOS members for SDCOSrelated purposes and are not to be sold, rented,
bartered, or used outside the membership.
2. Member information provided to SDCOS will
be made available to SDCOS members unless
there is an opt-out request from the member.
3. SDCOS may send occasional notices regarding
orchid shows and orchid services to the membership.
4. Members will not permit any non-member to
access or use information contained in the SDCOS
Membership Roster for any purpose.
5. Members will not access or use the SDCOS
membership list for any non-SDCOS related purposes, including but not limited to any commercial
or charitable purpose, or any activity of an illegal,
fraudulent or defamatory nature.
Mark also wanted
to share this Vanda
coerulea, which he
grows under the
same conditions
(outdoors under a
slightly shadier
slatted patio roof).
This species is almost extinct in the
wild.
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Orchid Thoughts and Wonderings
Dateline: October 28, 2008
From you local chair, Tom Biggart
Well, the Fall Show in the Park was a real doozie
of a show—that’s for sure. Seems like every one is
different and special in its own way. I tried to set
it up like David did last time and it was sorta the
same but somehow different. He couldn’t help as
he was working—which is not a bad thing! We
missed Kevin too. He was busy with school work.
Being a college student can be tough, I think, as I
don’t really remember that far back!! We missed
Genie also but I hear she is recovering nicely from
her surgery and will be back soon to harass all the
rest of us-but in a nice way! We really missed
Forrest and all his plants. He has such a nice way
of dealing with people to make them feel welcome
and appreciated. His plants were probably sad because they couldn’t come but I’m sure he told
them that they could come next time when he felt
better. We all miss you a lot, Forrest, but we know
that you are taking care of yourself like you must
do.
We integrated the displays into the show successfully this year. We had one in the front, one in the
back, and one on each side. I really like having the
displays and would encourage anyone who might
be interested to contact me about putting one in
the January show. Those who put one in this year
were REX FOSTER ORCHIDS, GRANITE HILLS
ORCHIDS AND POTTERY, LICO ORCHIDS, and
CALAVO GARDENS. Many thanks to all of you for
your interest and great displays!
Unfortunately, there was a miscommunication
and we didn’t manage to have anyone to do the
Corsage Booth. I would like to thank Anita
Spencer and Charley Fouquette for bringing in all
those great flowers for corsages. We passed them
out to folks that visited the show. Many folks left
the room with an orchid and a smile. Many thanks
to Anita and Charley!
Again, there was a plethora of plants to sell at the
Sales Booth. Many wonderful orchids and other
strange plants were contributed to the booth.
Many thanks to the following for their contributions: Fred Clarke, Charley Fouquette, Anita and
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Jerry Spencer, Wade Bogren, Ben Machado, Betty
Kelepecz, Bob Hodges, Rex Foster Orchids, Irma
Adams, Linda Gardner, and Joe Alesi. If I missed
your name, many thanks to you.
For your interest, sometimes I total the number of
plants for each major group-just for fun. It was
quite interesting this time. Following are the results:
Cymbidiums-1
Phalaenopsis-3
Paph alliance-3
Oncidium Alliance-11
Other hybrids-17
Mini-cats-8
Species-9
Standard Cattleyas-42
Competition was really stiff in the Standard Cattleya section—that’s for sure!
These great folks brought in their plants for the
show. You know how you can get on this listshould you want to! They include: Betty Kelepecz,
Renate Schmidt, Scott Le Bouff, Ray Brandt, Dave
Hoffmaster, P & T Smith, Bruce Berg, Craig Johnson, Jim Wright, Anita and Jerry Spencer, Corky
Zumstein, Ted Pinger, Phyllis Prestia, Rose and
Leo Valdez, Tom and Barbara Smith, Irma Adams,
Fely and Ernie Acantilado, Ken Campbell, Pam
Peters, Lynn Ford, and Darcy Salzl. Great job and
thanks to all of you!!
Now for the awards—
Section 1. Standard Cymbidiums
Cym. Golden Elf ‘Sundust’–Irma Adams
Section 3. Standard Cattleyas
Cattleya Blue Shadow–Fely and Ernie Acantilado
Section 4. Mini-cats
Pot. Burana Beauty ‘Burana’–Ken Campbell
Section 5 Paphiopedilum Alliance
Paph. Guacamole–Ray Brandt
Section 6. Phalaenopsis Alliance
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Phal. Sweet Strawberry–Renate Schmidt
Section 7. Oncidium Alliance
Oncidium Rabbit Ears ‘Hop Along’–Craig Johnson
Section 8. Other Hybrids
Encyclia Orchid Jungle----Renate Schmidt
Section 9. Species
Laelia anceps ‘San-Bar Gloriosa’ FCC/AOS–Craig
Johnson
Section 10. Specimen Plant
Lc. Laurie Lynn ‘Westernberger’—Anita and Jerry
Spenser
BEST OF SHOW
CATTLEYA BLUE SHADOW—FELY & ERNIE
ACANTILADO
Great job to all of you! Your plants looked great
and you deserved your awards!!
Until January-Happy Growing,
Tom

Jim Wright’s Dendrobium bracteosum, a Phillipine species, brightened the Fall Show with it’s
neon pink blooms with orange lips. This warm
grower has flowers that can last for 5 months.
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Dave Hoffmaster
earned a 1st place in
section 9N for this
incredible Cycnoches cooperi, an orchid in a genus that
is sometimes referred to as the
“swan orchids.” This
plant is a warm and
fairly bright grower
with triggers on the
flowers like a Catasetum.

Cirrhopetalum
Elizabeth Ann
‘Buckberry’ FCC/
AOS earned a 1st
place in 8A for C.
Johnson at the Fall
Show. This hybrid
looks like it contains
C. longissimum.

This little display
was a very nice addition to the Fall
Show in Balboa
Park. The pots look
like they’re from
Tom Biggart of
Granite Hills Orchids. Many thanks
to Tom for orchestrating an excellent
show!
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You Got a New Greenhouse–
What’s next?
By: Helmut Rohrl
Dutifully you have gone through the building permit process—which leaves you a lot poorer and
none the wiser—and you re about to move your
orchid valuable collection into their new home.
What are the things you want to do before you
place the plants onto the freshly painted benches?
The most important factors for raising and maintaining your plants are:
Water quality
Light control
Temperature control
Air circulation
Before you do anything, make sure that the electrical wiring of your greenhouse is done by a professional outfit or, at the very least, is in compliance
with the building code. If this is not done and
there is an accident you could be in for big, big
trouble.
All epiphytic and many of the lithophytic and terrestrial orchids need clean water to grow well.
That means that the water should have at most
100 microsiemens (µs) of diluted salts before adding fertilizer. Most tap water has a much higher
µs-reading, in fact San Diego’s can go up to 1500
µs. Hence it is a good idea to install either a reverse osmosis (RO) system or a deionizing (DI)
system. Both have advantages and disadvantages.
The great advantage of the DI system is that it
needs a lot less water than an RO system, which in
our drought-plagued area is a major incentive. Its
disadvantage is the higher initial investment cost,
but according to my estimates the operation
(including amortization) of a DI system beats that
of an RO system in 2-3 years. Both systems can be
serviced/regenerated by yourself or by a professional pure-water commercial firm. Both systems
can be obtained and installed by local pure-water
firms, large hard ware stores or purchased from
Web sites and installed by yourself. If you opt for
a DI system you must get one with separate tanks
for the anion resin and the cation resin. Mixed
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resin systems are fine for household purposes but
are very bad for most orchids. Make sure you get
the necessary monitoring devices (pH-meter and
TDS- or conductivity-meter) for checking your water quality periodically. After having set up your
DI/RO system, find a good place for the container
for your fertilizer concentrate and your measuring
devices, and hook them up with your clean-water
set-up.
After you made your choice of the water purification system, study where the wastewater from watering your plants and from regenerating your system goes. Keep it away from your neighbor’s yard
and certainly from her/his bedroom—it is less
costly if it ends up in your kitchen.
In order to assess the heat generation of your
greenhouse due to local light intensity, measure
the daily temperatures in your completely closed
greenhouse few times daily for few days in a row
during the hotter and cloud-free part of the year.
This gives you an idea about the maximum temperatures you can expect in the worst-case scenario. Do the same with all windows and vents
open (but the doors closed to keep out cats and
dogs) to see what the temperature distribution is
under these circumstances. There are automatic,
temperature-controlled window openers on the
market; if you install them you don’t have to go to
the greenhouse to open the window when it gets
too hot. If the maximum temperatures are too
high (as is most likely the case), you must install
some shading or cooling device (see below). The
shading should be outside the greenhouse to allow
dissipation of the heat generated by the shading.
The shading should be either variable (as in regular window shades) or allow partial removal or retraction during parts of the year with lesser light
intensity.
Part of temperature control is to provide warmth
during the colder part of the year. For a small
greenhouse that is best done by electrical heaters.
Such heaters should be run via thermostats. Make
sure these heaters and their connections are completely and reliably protected from rain and other
sources of water as water and electrical currents
don’t mix. The second part of temperature control
is cooling during the warm part of the year. Here
one has the choice between a swamp cooler and a
wet wall. The set-up of a wet wall consists of a
Page 10

www.sdorchids.com

(usually) rectangular piece of fibrous or similarly
textured material (wet wall) that covers the opening of a part of some side wall of the greenhouse,
has a punctured trough at the top and a trough at
the bottom, and a pump that pumps water from
the bottom trough to the top trough, from which
the water cascades down to the lower trough via
the wet wall, and finally a fan or fans that move
outside air into the greenhouse. Swamp coolers
are, in essence, external swamp coolers. They are
commercially available and are easy to install.
They have to be situated outside the greenhouse
and, if possible placed on the ground. The cool air
conduct has to be directly connected to the interior of the greenhouse. Both swamp coolers and
wet walls should be operated by a thermostat located in the greenhouse at or above plant level. In
addition it is recommended to have a vent or vents
near the roof of the greenhouse that are wired they
are open (closed) whenever the swamp cooler or
wet wall is running (idle). REMEMBER, both
swamp coolers and wet walls are run electrically.
Make sure that their electrical connections are
done according to the building code and are well
protected against rain or other sources of water.
Water and juice don’t always mix well.
Finally there is the issue of air movement. When
you observe plants, say bushes, in your yard you
will notice that most of the time their leaves are
moving. This air movement in the natural environment should be simulated in your greenhouse.
This can be accomplished by installing fans in
various parts of the greenhouse to maintain air
circulation. The fans should be running at least
during the warmer part of the day as air movement induces a cooling effect through evaporation.
Swamp coolers and wet walls contribute to the desired air circulation.
When you are done with all that, wipe your eyebrow and get a shot of suds. And watch that big,
fat slug slowly slide across the best flower you ever
had.

Letter to the Editor
Regarding the letter from the editor on page 12 of
the November 2008 SDCOS newsletter. The hot
and dry weather has not lead to unusually cold
nights. In fact the Santa Ana of October the 14th
through the 17th gave me lows of 63°, 57°, 59° and
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60°. These are all near our normal low of 61.2 for
October. These were all clear nights. I’ll admit October 12 was clear and 49°—well below the norm.
The 2nd Santa Ana October 23 through 25 gave
me lows of 66°, 60° and 58°. Note 66° well above
norm.
The present mild Santa Ana of November 6, 7 and
8 had lows of 54°, 57° and 60° compared to an average of 53.6°. Interestingly, strong Santa Anas
can bring us lows of near 70°-75° if the flow of the
northeast air prevails throughout the night. I have
observed that some areas of Southern California
will have lows during strong Santa Anas of 65°-75°
while other reporting stations in low lying regions
without northeast flow will be much cooler, i.e.,
50s.
All of the data I quote at my home is from a David
Vantage Pro Weather Station, considered to be
near weather bureau quality.
-Jim Wright, November 5, 2008
Dear Jim,
At the time I wrote the November Letter from the
Editor, it looked like this winter was shaping up
to be particularly cold, but every time I write
something in the Letter from the Editor, the opposite tends to occur. I also intended to convey the
meaning that relative to nights with thick cloud
cover, clear nights tend to be cooler, and when
there’s not a Santa Ana effect pushing hot desert
air from the east out towards the coast all night
long, this is definitely true. It is also an understood aspect of climatology that nighttime cloud
cover does indeed trap infrared radiation that
would other wise be radiated directly out into the
atmosphere. I learned this from years spent
camping in the East County foothills as a child in
winter—if there were clouds, we wouldn’t expect
our water bottles to be frozen in the morning;
without clouds they invariably would be. Finally,
who can deny that never-failing source of agricultural mysticism, the Farmer’s Almanac?
-Christopher Croom
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San Diego County Orchid Society
Board Meeting Minutes
October 9, 2008
Attendees: Loren Batchman, Bruce Berg, Dave
Brown, Bob Clark, Christopher Croom, Lynn Ford,
Dave Hoffmaster, Ron Kaufmann, Betty Kelepecz
and Steve Mallory
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 by the
president, Dave Brown.
Minutes for the September Board meeting were
distributed and approved.
The Monthly Balance Sheets for the months of
July, August, and September were distributed and
approved for filing. Welcome back, Lynn.
Old Business:
SDCOS website was updated to correct the dates
of the November meetings. The SDCOS meeting
will be on Tuesday, November 4th and the Board
meeting on Thursday the 6th.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

New Business:
Bob Clark provided a proposed Privacy Policy for
SDCOS Membership Roster. Some minor revisions were discussed and approved by the Board.
A revised draft will be presented at the next Board
meeting for approval.
San Diego State University is requesting funds
from SDCOS to restore a number of old books in
their library regarding orchids. David Brown will
receive the proposal and submit it to the Board
next month.
Minutes of the SDCOS Board meetings need to be
approved by the Board before publication in the
Society newsletter. This may result in a one month
delay before posting them in the newsletter.
The speaker for the next (November) SDCOS
meeting will be Ron Parsons and he will talk about
rare and unusual orchids.
The (November) novice meeting will cover fertilizer and watering of orchids.

The new Balboa Park Resource Directory has not
been published yet. David Brown will provide copies to the when it is available.

The Board approved funding the following three
proposals for conservation grants in 2008. These
requests for funding need to be approved by the
SDCOS membership at the next meeting.

David Brown will contact St Madeleine Sophie’s
Center regarding solicitations to SDCOS members.

Identification and Mapping of Orchids in Macae
de Cima, Brazil in the amount of $2000.

Show Committee Report (Show dates: March 1315, 2009)

Orchids Survey of Ilha Grande, Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil in the amount of $2860.

Betty presented a new design for the show
poster. It was well received by the Board with a
few minor suggestions for improvement provided
prior to printing.

Implementation of an Orchid Rescue Center at the
EL Pahuma Orchid Reserve, Ecuador in the
amount of $1455.

The proposed budget for the 2009 Show of
$42,050 needs to be approved by the membership
at the November SDCOS meeting.

Balboa Park is concerned about request to cover
the patio outside room 101. David Brown will write
a proposal to address their issues with the building fascia and how we will support the needed
cover.

Betty needs to discuss details of the proposed Friday or Saturday night reception at the show with
Scottish Rite and report back to the Board before
we can make a final decision.
Loren Batchman mailed the $110 check to AOS
and received their approval for judging at the
show.

Lynn Ford will see if we need to establish a separate bank account to handle credit card sales and
report back to the Board at the next meting.
Ron Kaufmann will look into the software necesPage 12
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sary to handle POS sales and report back to the
Board.
Ron Kaufmann will determine if we need to collect sales tax on plant sales and see how other societies handle the issue.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40.
Respectfully submitted,
Dave Hoffmaster, Second Vice President

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo
✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $89
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $74)
✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.
✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.

Granite Hills Orchids
Tom Biggart 619.441.9874

✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.
✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $71
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $59)
✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.

1894 Dehesa Road,
El Cajon, CA 92019
FOR SALE

Prices and benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections
and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the
third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm.

MANY DIFFERENT MATURE
VARIETIES OF

ORCHID
SUPPLIES!

DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM

WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK
FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS

PRICES RANGE FROM
$90 ON UP
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS
HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS

AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE
Every day a different orchid—check out
"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com

WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST

Specializing in outdoor-growing
orchids for coastal California,
Cymbidium species & hybrids, and species.

Or contact us at

DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503

Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
Phone: (800)553-3387 Fax: (805) 683-3405

For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
I hope you all make time to attend the holiday potluck on December 2. This is one of our best events of the
year for the camaraderie, the free orchid, and the orchid exchange, and is the night in which your membership dollars truly pay for themselves. More good times seem to happen at this event than any other.
I also hope that your plants aren’t being “tricked” into thinking it’s spring or still summer. I’ve noticed that
the apple trees in the school garden I run are starting to bloom again, out of season.
Pray for rain, ladies and gentlemen. I remember reading a state-funded climatological report on the impacts of global warming on California not too long ago that predicted that we would have wetter winters as
the climate continues to change. The authors also warned that this was no cause for celebration, as higher
winter temperatures would prevent as much snow from sticking around in the Sierras through the summer, when it starts to melt and we get to drink it. Also, the report mentioned that higher evaporation rates
during the summer would mean that our reservoirs would be as empty as they are now.
Contact Information:
Christopher Croom
(619) 583-3804
batescroom@cox.net

I have some rockets and can order silver nitrate as a science teacher—let me
know if you want to do a cloud-seeding exercise in your neighborhood just for
fun. In any case, we look forward to seeing you at the annual potluck, and hope
that you enjoy your evening there!
Happy Growing,
Christopher

