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NOVICE MEETING
September 2, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104
By: Dave Hoffmaster, 2nd Vice President

I would like to thank Loren Batchman
from Casa de las Orquideas for an informative talk on Cymbibium culture. There
is nothing like an example to demonstrate the basics and his demonstration
of re-potting a plant covered the important points. When re-potting an orchid,
one must consider items such as potting
mix, pot size, pruning the plant and
roots, etc. and these items were all covered. Cleanliness is also important for
the work area and the tools you use so as
not to transmit disease between plants. I
know I picked up a few tips and I hope

you did as well.
Our speaker for next month will be Marilyn
Levy talking about Paphiopedilum culture.
For those of you who do not know Marilyn,
she is an AOS judge and a very accomplished orchid grower. She lives in North
County and brings with her a wealth of
knowledge about Paphiopedilums, also
known as Lady Slipper orchids. I know I can
use a little help in this area so I am looking
forward to her presentation.

GENERAL MEETING
September 2, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101
By Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President

The speaker at our September meeting
will be James Rose, co-owner and operator of Cal-Orchid in Santa Barbara. His
topic will be “Laelia anceps and Its Hybrids.” Laelia anceps is an excellent outdoor grower in coastal regions of central
and southern California, and using this
species as a parent can produce plants
that will grow and thrive outdoors under
the outside conditions that many of us
have. James is an experienced grower and
an excellent speaker, and we are fortunate
to have him speak to our society. CalOrchid will provide the plant opportunity
table, which should contain a high-quality
assortment of orchids.
James attended the University of California, Santa Barbara, where he majored in
anthropology. In 1971 he began working
at the Santa Barbara Orchid Estate. After
16 years there, including several as man-

ager, he left to establish his own nursery
with his wife, Lauris. In 1987 they purchased Orchids by Rowe, a two acre Cymbidium nursery just two blocks from the Pacific Ocean and right across the street from
the Orchid Estate. They totally redesigned
the former Cymbidium cut flower range to
become what is now a world-renowned orchid nursery providing one of the largest
varieties of orchid species and hybrids in
the U.S.
The nursery maintains an active breeding
program and stud collection built upon
years of traveling the globe in search of the
best plants available. James is very well
known for having a distinctively selective
'eye' for new and unusual plants, and CalOrchid's customers reap the benefits. The
Continued on page 3...
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Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first
Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:
6:30 p.m., Room 104
General Meeting:
7:30 p.m., Room 101

Newsletter Entries

Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000
plants in stock from 3” pots to blooming size. Our
complete list of seedlings and flasks is on the
web at www.orquideas.com.
Open by appointment only!
170 South Nardo Avenue, Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com

If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related
to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the October newsletter must be submitted by September 15th.

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Pots and Supplies
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower
Local Supplier—save on shipping charges
Complete Line of Clear Pots
On Hand

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com
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Orchid Dates to Remember
September 2, 6:30 p.m
SDCOS Novice Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104
September 2, 7:30 p.m
SDCOS General Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
September 3
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Woman’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228
September 4, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Normally, the Thursday following General Meeting (usually the first Thursday of the month; second Friday of the month in rare cases)
Balboa Park, Rm. 104
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
September 6, 9 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
September 19
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
10 AM-2 PM
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306
September 17
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Woman's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355
October 3-5
San Diego County
International Orchid Fair
Quail Botanical Gardens
www.qbgardens.org
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October 25-26
San Diego County Orchid Society
Fall Show
Balboa Park
If you have any announcements that you would
like included in the “Dates to Remember” section of
the newsletter, please e-mail batescroom@cox.net.
Continued from page 1...
nursery's inventory features the Cattleya, Cymbidium, Odontoglossum, Masdevallia, Calanthe,
Lycaste and Paphiopedilum alliances as well as a
good assortment of African species. Most recently,
the nursery has become recognized for their superior 'Pacific' line of reed-stem Epidendrums.
James has published in the Orchid Digest and the
AOS and CSA magazines and is well respected for
his vast knowledge as well as his distinctive sense
of humor. He lectures all over the world…from Japan to South Africa to Europe, at orchid shows
and World Orchid Conferences. He is a Cymbidium Society of America Judge, former member of
the AOS Conservation Committee, and active
member of the Japan Grand Prix Organizing committee, and he judges every year at the Tokyo
Dome show.

We look forward to seeing you at the San
Diego International Orchid Fair
Quail Gardens - 3 – 5th October 2008
PLEASE VISIT OUR BOOTH

TAPLEY TRADING COMPANY
2680 Mary Lane Place
Escondido, CA 92025
Supplier of :
Hanging Baskets, Coconut Husk Chips
Virgin Cork Bark, NZ Sphagnum Moss
Perlite, “Growmore” Fertilizer
Plant Success root enhancers
and other related products
Call in your order now, we will give you an
extra 5% discount, and have it ready for you
to pick up at the show. All major credit cards
accepted.
Phone - 1 (760) 746-8620
Fax – 1 (760) 746-8530
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NET NUGGETS

Orchid Growers

Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President
kaufmann@sandiego.edu

Want to upgrade the quality of
your potting mix?

Digital Orchid Library
digital.lib.msu.edu/projects/orchids/
To many orchid lovers, almost as important as their
plants is the collection of
books and periodicals that
they consult for information
on how to grow their orchids
and which orchids they ought
to acquire in the future. Orchid literature comes in many
forms, from the highly anticipated next issue of The Orchid Digest to collector’s
items like “The Orchid Album”. A good deal of interesting orchid literature was published in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, but most of those works are
scarce and well beyond the financial means of
the average orchid grower. The Digital Orchid
Library provides access to scans of orchid literature, much of it old and rare. As of this writing,
the library includes full scans of ten volumes, as
well as a number of orchid periodicals. I especially enjoyed perusing “The Orchid World”, an
illustrated journal from 1911-1912 with interesting articles including reports on new orchid species and hybrids exhibited by the likes of Sir
Jeremiah Colman and the nurseries of Messrs.
Charlesworth & Co., Stuart Low & Co., and
James Veitch & Sons. Some of these works are
illustrated with beautiful plates; I particularly
recommend “The Woodlands Orchids” for lovely
chromographs. The Digital Orchid Library is a
collaboration between Michigan State University, the American Orchid Society, the Missouri
Botanical Garden, and the National Agricultural
Library. Hopefully, this valuable resource will
continue to grow as more volumes are scanned
and made available.

There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite!
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and
uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite
and 1 part bark or coconut chunks.
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes;
small, medium and large.
Are you using De-ionized or
Reverse Osmosis water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically
designed for pure water.
Sunset Valley Orchids
Fred Clarke
1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA 92081
760-639-6255
Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

Back Issues—AOS Bulletin
Back issues of the AOS Bulletin have
been donated to benefit the
Conservation Committee budget.
Please check with Peter Tobias
tobias@scripps.edu or www.sdorchids.com
for pricing and to see what is available.

You are invited to subscribe
to…
California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20
Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297

MEMBERSHIP
We invite you to join the San Diego County
Orchid Society! Receive this newsletter and
many other benefits, including a holiday
party and a free orchid at the end of the year!
To join, please send your check for $15 for an
individual membership or $20 for a dual
membership, payable to SDCOS , to:
San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com.

Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”

Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804

Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming
size, established species are what we do best!

Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951

Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid
growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us
and we will send our latest issue.

Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235
San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 422-2235
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride
in our reputation for selling a well-established
plant and will replace it if you are not satisfied
upon receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
www.AndysOrchids.com
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Granite Hills Orchids
Tom Biggart 619.441.9874
1894 Dehesa Road,
El Cajon, CA 92019
FOR SALE
MANY DIFFERENT MATURE
VARIETIES OF

Volunteer Needed to
Coordinate Carpooling!
Many SDCOS members have requested a
need to carpool to our monthly meetings, so
we need a volunteer to organize our Society
according to region, and set up the necessary
phone tree.
Please call David Brown at
(619) 294-5925 if you are interested!

MONTHLY REPORT ON AOS JUDGING AT
QUAIL GARDENS

DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM
By: Helmut Rohrl

PRICES RANGE FROM
$90 ON UP
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE
Every day a different orchid—check out
"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com
Specializing in outdoor-growing
orchids for coastal California,
Cymbidium species & hybrids, and species.
Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
Phone: (800)553-3387 Fax: (805) 683-3405

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY
Since 1928—A San Diego Tradition of Excellence
3642 Enterprise, San Diego
(Near Pacific Hwy. & Barnett)
SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY!
ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY!

Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday
12755 Danielson Court, Poway
619-224-8271 and 858-513-4900

Judging at the Encinitas site (Quail Gardens, Administration [Ecke] Building) begins at 7:00 pm
on the first Monday of each month. The facility
opens at 6:30 pm. Anyone interested in orchids is
encouraged and welcome at the sessions. Visitors
may join the judging teams at their tables, but
cannot participate in the judging process. Anyone
who wants to exhibit plants for judging but is unable to bring the plants to Quail Gardens, please
contact one the local judges or have others bring
the plants to the facility.
At the 04. August, 2008 Encinitas session eight
cultivars were shown and three were awarded:
Fred Clarke presented Catasetum denticulatum
with twenty-five flowers and five buds on one
highly congested inflorescence. The NS vert. was
3.5 cm, sepals and petals off-white densely spotted
brown, lip golden yellow finely dotted brown. AM/
AOS.
Gilbert J. Ho brought in four plants:
Dendrobium lindleyi (formerly D. aggregatum)
with thirty flowers on two inflorescences. The
flowers had NS 3.2 cm. All segments yellow, throat
dark yellow.
Neofinetia falcata with three flowers on one inflorescence. The flowers had NS 2.5 cm. All segments
are white.
Page 6
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Neofinetia falcata with five flowers on one inflorescence. The flowers had NS 2.1 cm. All segments
white. The flower shape and leaf form differ
greatly from the standard cultivars, making it
likely that the plant was mislabeled.
Paphiopedilum Stone Eridans (Lady Isabel x hanaldianum) with three flowers and one bud on
one inflorescence. The flowers had NS 15.0 cm.
Dorsal sepal and synsepal white suffused light
green with light lavender margins, striped brown;
petals light green, apically light brown, spotted
dark brown; pouch tan suffused light brown.
Helmut Rohrl exhibited Oncidium Jorge Verboonen (crispum x marshallianum) with twentyone flowers on one inflorescence. The flowers had
NS vert. 8.0 cm. Sepals and petals dark rown; lip
light yellow, spotted dark brown. HCC/AOS.

Paul and Ann Tuskes certainly deserved their HCC/AOS for
this S. albopurpurea, as not very many people grow this as
well as they do. It is another warm and bright grower from
the Cayman Islands that likes even drier conditions than
Catasetums. You can easily see where it gets its name, too.

Ann and Paul Tuskes showed Schomburgkia albopurpurea with eight flowers on one inflorescence. The flowers had NS 8.5 cm. Sepals and petals white, sepals tipped light green; lip dark purple, throat white. HCC/AOS.
Photography: Joan Bailey.
Nice
Catasetum
denticulatum,
Fred! This is definitely one of the
most
beautiful
Ca ta set um s
around, and a must
for your collection
if you have a bright
and warm location
(like a South-facing
window) and are
disciplined enough
to let it dry out
between waterings
and during the
winter
months.
Note the denticles
(toothy
fringes)
around the edges of
the lips of these
flowers.

Save the Dates!
Quail International Fall Show
October 3-5, 2008
SDCOS Fall (mini) Show
October 25-26, 2008
SDCOS Spring
Show
March 13-15,
2009
Page 7

September 2008

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

ON JUDGING ORCHID FLOWERS
Part II
By Helmut Rohrl
The brightly lit flowers
With its intricate pattern
Delights the somber judge.
When looking at a flowering plant, what are traits
—apart from the general plant conditions discussed before—that determine the “flower quality”? The AOS has published a booklet with the
title “Handbook on Judging and Exhibition”. For
the serious hobbyist, the most pertinent parts are
Chapter VI and Chapter VII. Chapter VI deals with
the various awards dispensed by the AOS: awards
for individual plants, awards for displays of plants,
and special annual awards. More important is the
content of Chapter VII. The first section discusses
the specific qualities required for awards to be
granted to cultivars for nine categories or alliances
of orchids. These qualities are evaluated based on
the point score contained in the “Judges Score
Form” reproduced in the “Handbook”. For each of
the nine categories or alliances these qualities are
listed (with their maximum allowable points) in
three groups: Flower Form, Color of Flowers, and
Other Characteristics. Each of these groups, having a maximum of 30, 35, or 40 points, is broken
up into 4, 4, and 6 subgroups, respectively, with
the number of points ranging from 3 to 20. Each
judge of the team judging an individual cultivar
will complete the form and the average of the
team’s score will be calculated. The flower quality
awards are: HCC/AOS (75 pts – 79 pts), AM/AOS
(80 pts – 89 pts) and FCC/AOS (90 pts – 100 pts).
Point limits for additional flower quality awards
and awards for displays are discussed in the
Handbook. These are the mechanics of the judging
process.
Suppose you enter a room with the table at the
center displaying a flowering orchid. What is your
first impression of the plant? It is the flower display and the floriferousness of the inflorescence. If
there are only a few flowers, they should be well
above the foliage in most cases; and if it possesses
a longer inflorescence, it should have the flowers
well-distributed and presented along the stem.
The second impression is usually the flower color
and the flower patterns. Bright, bold flowers with

intricate patterns are generally more attractive
than flowers with muted colors, and muddy, –
sometimes called “earth-like” - tones tend to be
the least favored ones. Only a close-up inspection
will reveal perfect, as opposed to imperfect or
faulty, flower shape. For many hobbyists, and even
occasional orchid judges, the flower color will be
the overriding trait. This is a problem, as the three
previously cited groups—flower form, color of
flowers, and other characteristics—are assessed
with nearly the same point score. That means that
in the overall assessment these three groups must
be judged in a balanced manner. None of them
must override flaws and problems appearing in
the other groups. This is sometimes difficult to do,
if the color is outstanding.
Flower color, as well as the attributes appearing in
the other two groups, have to be assessed based on
the parentage of the cultivar. Given the scale of
orchid breeding that goes on today, the actual parents of a given grex are frequently known to the
breeder only. Hence orchid judges will have to go
to their archives to find information, in particular
images, of awarded or otherwise known cultivars
of the paternal grexes of a cross. Since e-AOS gives
you access to possibly many images of such a grex,
you as well as the judges, can obtain a fairly good
idea of what the actual parents of the cross in
question look like. Assuming that the observer has
some understanding of the genetics of orchid
breeding, he or she can arrive at pretty good predictions of the color and other traits in the cultivar’s grex. Based on these predictions one can
form judgment on whether or not the present cultivar represents an improvement over its parents.
This judgment is crucial as the rules for obtaining
AOS awards stipulate that “any quality or characteristic of the plant represent an advance over
what has been witnessed heretofore.”
The Handbook describes for each of the 10 alliances appearing on the score sheets the desired
FLOWER FORM. In general it is toward flatness,
fullness, and roundness, with flower segments arranged in a nearly equilateral triangle or to fit
within a circumscribed circle. However, some of
the alliances such as Dendrobium, Paphiopedilum, Phragmipedium, and Pleurothallis do not
conform to these criteria. For certain genera, a
more square-to-rectangular form and more open,
starlike, or cupped appearance is acceptable and
should not keep the cultivar from being judged
Page 8
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(the Handbook should be consulted for details).
Generally, the edges of the segments should be
straight and without nips and “mouse bites,”
unless the specific ancestry suggests otherwise.
Twisting of the petals, when it occurs, should be
uniform and equally spaced along the petals. The
lip should be balanced in size and proportion to
the flower and not strongly turned under, narrowed or pinched unless the specific ancestry suggests otherwise. The lip form is highly variable
across the orchid alliances, and details must be
retrieved from the Handbook.
It is difficult to describe all attributes that make a
good or even excellent flower form or describe all
possible flaws of flower form. But viewing multiple
images of cultivars in e-AOS will give you a better
insight into this issue.
FLOWER COLORS must be bright, clear and fairly
evenly distributed throughout the petals and sepals. Patterns and venations, when they occur,
should be well-defined, attractive in color and
shape, pleasingly contrasting, and in most cases
close to symmetrical. Suffusion of one color over
another must be regular and harmonious, not
mottled or muddy. Washed-out, muddy, or weak
colors are discouraged, and color breaks are a fatal
flaw. In certain alliances the lip is often distinctly
colored and attractively patterned. In judging the
color of the flower one has to realize that color
tends to overwhelm the other flower qualities that
need to be assessed. Therefore it is imperative to
come up with a balanced assessment of the items
on the score sheet.
Flower colors are referred to in the official flower
description of awarded plants in a rather laconic
fashion. For instance terms such as “‘light yellow,”
“dark yellow,” “golden yellow,” or “greenish yellow” are used. However, there are many more
shades of yellow than the terms used indicate.
Even the colored images on e-AOS do not always
present the true colors of a flower. Therefore it is
my opinion that the use of standardized color
charts would better define the description of the
correct colors of a plant.
Under OTHER CHARACTERISTICS are listed six
items, of which I want to address four:
The first one is floriferousness. In general, it is not
enough to assess floriferousness by simply counting the number of flowers on an inflorescence. A
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better measure is the number of flowers multiplied
with the square of the Natural Size (see below), as
this number is a fair indicator of the total weight
of the flowers on the inflorescence. Still, in terms
of the description of the flowers on the entry
sheets, only the number of flowers and buds is
listed. A word of caution is in place here. I believe
that when the number of flowers counted exceeds
about 10, then the counting should be repeated to
make sure the correct number is listed. When the
flower count is in excess of, say, 100 then I would
propose to list the count number as
“approximate.” To enter a flower count of 1295 is
just plain silly as such a relatively large number is
prone to error and recounting it is never done due
to time pressure. Hence, if you see a large number
for a flower count, considerable doubts are in order.
As far as habitat and arrangement of inflorescence is concerned, branches, when present,
should be evenly and symmetrically arranged, and
the flowers should be well-presented along the inflorescence. The spacing of the flowers should allow the flowers to develop without interference
and yet appear without large gaps. Congested
flower arrangements call for point deductions,
unless the crowding of the flowers produces a
band of colors as seen in many Nobile-type dendrobiums. Weak inflorescences that need staking
to keep them from collapsing are discouraged.
Even strong, self-supporting stems can profit from
staking as early staking often promotes better
flower presentation. Grooming beyond keeping
the plant clean and pest-free has to be done carefully and sparingly as excessive grooming is considered a bad flaw.
SUBATANCE of the flowers can range from
“weak” to “firm.” Evidently, good substance leads
to longer life of the flower and is therefore a valued flower quality. However, depending on the
ancestral background, substance may be weak
without keeping the cultivar from being judged.
SIZE of the flower is seemingly a straightforward
issue, but it still requires its own paragraph to be
explained. There are several size measurements
that have to be performed and listed for awarded
plants. The overall measurement of a flower is
called “natural spread.” It is the maximum measurement in the horizontal direction, obtained
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without flattening or grooming the flowers. It is
listed as “Nat. spr.” The maximum measurement
in the vertical direction, again without flattening
or grooming, is listed as “Nat. spr. vert.” Both appear in the flower description as “Nat. spr.” xx.x
“cm,” yy.y “cm vert.” All other flower segments,
dorsal sepal (denoted by ds), petals (denoted by
pet), lateral sepal or synsepal (denoted by ls) and
lip or pouch (denoted by lip) are measured for
width, with the segment flattened or virtually flattened into a plane, and for length, with the segment measured from the point of attachment to
the tip but without flattening or grooming. The
two measurements of each segment are designated
by w (for “wide”) and l (for “long”), and appear as
such in the flower description , e.g., as “ds” x.x
“cm, “w” y.y “cm.”
Anyone who has carried out measurements in an
engineering or scientific context can tell you that
all measurements, regardless of the tools used and
the persons performing it, are contaminated by
errors. In these contexts the errors are assessed by
performing the measurement repeatedly, averaging them and calculating error bounds (and related statistical data). By producing only one
measurement for a measured item, there is a hidden error term one number obtained and one has
to come up with an acceptable magnitude for the
error. In my opinion and from my observations I
tend to believe that an appropriate error tem for
measuring orchid flowers is +/- 0.2 cm. This
means that, for instance, “Nat. spr. 12.7 cm”
should be interpreted as natural spread lying between 12.7 cm – 0.2 cm = 12.5 cm and 12.7 cm +
0.2 cm = 12.9 cm. Hence, if the e-AOS says that
the natural spread for a cultivar is 12.7 cm and another cultivar of the same grex measures 12.5 cm
then the two are in the “same range” as far as
natural spread is concerned. It is important to
keep the error problem in ones mind in order to
obtain a defensible argument in comparing flower
size measurements.
Part III continued in the October issue!
Can you spot the
Mexipedium in this
picture? Lico Orchids presented a
wonderful
display
cart at July’s show in
Balboa Park.

July Balboa Park Show
Winners!!!!
Forrest Robinson’s statuesque
Brassia
Rex
(Streetch x Blazing Star) was
awarded Best of
Show, 1st Place,
and Best of Section, and had
e n o r m o u s
blooms that surpassed 10” in
height.

Renate Schmidt’s Lc. Wrigleyi ‘Blue Lagoon’
earned a 1st Place/Best of Section for 3G and
illustrates the apex of Laelia anceps breeding.

This unknown Phalaenopsis exhibited
by Ray Brandt
earned took a 1st
Place, Best of Section, and a Cultural
Award for section
6G.
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Renate Schmidt’s Vanda corulea won 1st Place and Best of
Section for 9G, and illustrated the sheer beauty that can come
from the line-breeding of this plant. Very few orchids have
blue pigments like this.

An Ionocidium
earned
1st
Place, Best of
Section, and a
Cultural Award
for 8H, and was
exhibited
by
someone who
clearly
knew
what they were
doing
(Jim
Wright).

The flowers of
this Paphiopedilum St. Swithin
earned
Ray
Brandt a 1st
Place and Best of
Section for section 5. Ray had
to have been very
patient to wait
for his plant to
produce
these
incredible
blooms.

Mark Alcorn’s Sobralia macrantha earned a 1st Place and a
Cultural Award. Not bad for an outdoor– and tapwatergrown plant from Tierrasanta. Moreover, this beast was at
least 4’ tall and almost 2’ across!

Not only did Renate Schmidt’s namesake Encyclia win numerous awards, but her Ctna. Capri Lea x Lctna. Peggy San
took 1st Place and Best of Section 4, despite not being much
of a “mini” Cattleyahybrid. It looks like I need to interview
you to see if you can put your orchid growing magic into
words for the benefit of our readers, Renate!
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Subcommittees and Chairs for the
2009 SDCOS Annual Show & Sale
March 13 – 15, 2009!

ORCHID THOUGHTS AND WONDERINGS
Dateline.....August 4, 2008
From.....Your Happy Summer Show Chairperson, Tom Biggart

Show Co-Chairs
Betty Kelepecz and Pam Peters

Why “happy,” you may ask. I am so happy because
so many great things are happening with our
shows in the Park. Being open to new ideas has
really blossomed for our shows. It thrills me to see
the enthusiasm and the involvement of so many
members. This show was probably the very best
one that I have attended in my ++ years of being
involved in the orchid society.

Advertising & Marketing Subcommittee
Chair:
Betty Kelepecz
bkelepecz@publicsafetyconsultant.net
Design of artwork, posters, advertising and marketing
Facilities Subcommittee Chair:
Steve Mallory
TroganMallory@hotmail.com
Set-up and tear-down, and security
Finance Subcommittee Chair:
Lynn Ford
lynnford10@earthlink.net
Tickets and money
Hospitality Subcommittee Chair:
Bruce Berg
b2berg@yahoo.com
Plant Hotel, Corsage Booth, Volunteers &
Raffles, Food & Beverage Subcommittee
Chair:
Pam Peters
pbpeters@san.rr.com
Judging & Awards Subcommittee Chair:
Pam Peters
pbpeters@san.rr.com
AOS, CSA, ribbon judging and display booth and
exhibit awards
Vendors & Exhibits Subcommittee Chair:
Betty Kelepecz
bkelepecz@publicsafetyconsultant.net
Vendor and exhibitor registration and displays,
sales and exhibits
Anybody interested in participating in any of these
committees should contact the Subcommittee
Chair. We can definitely use your help!

First, I would like to thank our new President,
David Brown, for coming up with a wonderful new
floor arrangement. I feel like change can be great
and the arrangement of the tables is an easy way
to start. What a pleasure to come in and see something totally different-especially to those of us who
have been doing this since the beginning of
time! David created a horseshoe shaped display
area that invited visitors to come in and walk
around in an easy flowing pattern. Great job,
David!
Next, I would like to thank the local vendors who
graciously volunteered to put in a tabletop display.
I really wanted to integrate the displays in the total arrangement of the show and I think I made a
beginning step at doing that. I will make an effort
to place all displays in with the tables containing
the plants for ribbon judging in the October show.
I feel like it makes the displays more a part of the
show when they are with the other plants. I only
contacted the local commercial growers about putting in a display-but-if you are a private grower
and would like to put up a tabletop display, please
contact me and we will make a place for you.
Those who responded to my request with a display
include Lico Orchids-with a beautiful wrought
iron cart filled with flowering orchids Rex Foster
Orchids-with a great display showing the variation
in miniature Cattleya hybrids of the same crossvery educational Calavo Gardens-showing some of
their supplies and some great plants in a patriotic
setting Granite Hills Orchids-with a plethora of his
Encyclias as well as some great pottery containers.
I think only Anita Spencer brought in flowers for
the corsage booth so we had to suspend corsage
making late Saturday morning. Hopefully, we'll
get more flowers for the October show as we need
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to keep Jim Reid making those great corsages!!
I want to give a special thanks to Fred Clarke for
supplying us with so many wonderful flowering
orchids. The majority of the plants were sold in
two hours from when we opened the door. I really
want to recommend his nursery to anyone who
wants to purchase great plants at a reasonable
price. Fred has them. Check out his website. Fred
always takes good care of our society when we
need plants for any occasion.
Next I want to thank the following people in print
for bringing in flowers for the show. We couldn't
do it without your effort and commitment. It's not
easy to bring the plants in and then have to come
back on Sunday to pick them up when parking is a
nightmare.
Kudos to all of you!! Forrest Robinson, Jim
Wright, Renate Schmidt, Ray Brandt, Helen Pfister, Pam Peters, Bruce and Carol Berg, Bob
Hodges, Gabriela Fuentes Stewart, Ken Campbell,
Dave Hoffmaster, Lynn Dornfeld, Pen and Ty
Smith, Scott La Beuff, Bud Close, Edith and Leno
Galvan, Kevin Rynearson, Mark Alcorn, Lynn
Ford, Anita and Jerry Spencer, Sheri and Howard
Kennedy, Darcy Salzl, David Brown, Marv Dillinger, Joy Cisco, Ben and Susi Machado, Fely Acantilado.
Lastly, the awards.....
Section 3 Standard Cattleyas--Lc. Wrigleyi 'Blue
Lagoon' HCC/AOS--Renate Schmidt
Section 4 Miniature Cattleyas--Ctna. Capri Lea x
Lctna. Peggy San--Renate Schmidt
Section 5 Paphs and Phrags--Paph. St. Swithin-Ray Brandt
Section 6 Phalaenopsis--Phalaenopsis unknown-Ray Brandt
Section 7 Oncidium Alliance--Brassia Rex--Forrest
Robinson

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

Section 9 Vanda Alliance--Vanda coerulea--Renate
Schmidt
Section 10 Specimen plant--Encyclia Renate
Schmidt-Renate Schmidt (good growing, Renate!)
BEST OF SHOW went to Brassia Rex brought in
by FORREST ROBINSON. Congratulations
Forrest!!
Our next extravaganza will be the FALL SHOW IN
THE PARK scheduled for the weekend of October
25. I hope to see all of you and your great plants
there on display!

Summer Mini Show Balance Sheet
INCOME
PLANT TABLE
CORSAGE TABLE
T-SHIRTS
CONSERVATION PLANTS
SOLD (7)
MEMBERSHIPS
TOTAL INCOME

2,186.00
25.50
210.00
70.00
15.00
2,506.50

EXPENSES
COFFEE & DONUTS
WATER
PLANTS
DAVID BROWN- Flyers for
Balboa Park
TOTAL EXPENSES
PLANTS DONATED BY
SDCOS MEMBERS
NET PROFIT

33.00
11.70
680.00
7.52
732.22

PRICELESS
1,774.28

Section 8 Oncidium Alliance--Oncidium unknown--Jim Wright
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San Diego County Orchid Society
Board Meeting Minutes
August 7, 2008

1. Because of Balboa Park’s rules governing the
activities of outside vendors operating within the
park, we (SDCOS) would have to sell the plants.
This would require us to set up a sales area comAttendees: Loren Batchman, David Brown, Bob plete with a bar code scanner, credit card scanner,
Clark, Christopher Croom, Genie Hammond, Kim etc. The society would collect all monies and then
Thoa Hoang, Dave Hoffmaster, Ron Kaufmann, pass the appropriate amount back to the vendors.
Betty Kelepecz, Steve Mallory, and Kevin Rynear2. The society would charge the vendors a person.
centage of all sales. Depending upon the level of
President David Brown called the meeting to order activity from our local vendors, this holds the potential for increased revenue for the society.
at 7:15
Minutes for the July meeting were distributed and 3. The enclosed patio is locked at night ensuring
security for any plants or materials left over night.
approved.
The treasurer’s report for the July Mini Show was 4. This would allow the conservation group to sell
distributed and approved. It shows a net profit of plants and assure that monies collected supports
their activities.
$1774.
Old Business:
David Brown is still waiting to hear from the San
Diego Botanical Garden Foundation (SDBGF) regarding our request to use the Senior Citizen’s
Room for Board Meetings.

5. Dave Brown will see if the patio area is available for the January mini show.
6. Ron Kaufmann will contact the Cactus Society to
see how they handle cash registers and credit card
readers.

Gary Pierwola has offered to pick up the collection
of cymbidiums offered by Leo Leonard to the soci- Kevin Rynearson will look into the possibility of
ety. The plants will need to be divided and re- covering the patio with a canopy in case in rain or
potted by the society with cuttings of select plants as shade protection during the summer months.
to be returned to Leo.
Bob Clark, Membership Chairman, is considering
David Brown picked up batteries and a battery sending out second reminders to members who
have not renewed their membership after 3-4
charger for our portable microphone.
months.
David Brown will contact St. Madeleine Sophie’s
Center regarding solicitations to SDCOS members. Christopher Croom has contacted our publisher
regarding printing the Newsletter in color. He is
waiting
for a quote.
New Business:
David Brown worked with the Friends of Balboa
Park and provided a write-up on the activities of Lynn Dornfield will handle mailing the Newsletter
the SDCOS for their Balboa Park Resource Direc- for the society.
tory. The new directory is due out in October.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00.
It was suggested that we allow local orchid vendors to participate in our mini shows. The idea is Respectfully submitted,
to use the patio just outside of room 101 as a space Dave Hoffmaster, Second Vice President
for them to set up sales displays. The idea was well
received but there are several issues that need to
be addressed before we could implement it.
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ORCHID
SUPPLIES!
WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK
FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS
CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS
HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS

AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM
WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST
DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!
Or contact us at

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo
✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $89

Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $74)

1000’s of blooming orchids in our

✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.
✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.
✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $71

36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom

Open to the Public

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $59)
✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.
Prices and benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections
and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the
third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm.

We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
I hope you don’t mind if you find an editorial error or two in this Newsletter, because I’m doing it all without correcting my vision as the result of broken glasses and contact lenses that make me want to claw my
eyes out. I also hope you don’t mind when I don’t put a picture of every Balboa Park show winner in the
Newsletters, as I am enslaved by spatial constraints and the limitations of my digital camera and photography abilities.
So, now it’s September, and it looks like we are about to make it through another summer. It doesn’t appear to have gotten ridiculously hot, either, so consider yourselves lucky. Hopefully, you have protected
your plants from too much light, watered extra to compensate for increased light and temperature, and
finished all your repotting and remounting a few months ago. You should gradually start to decrease the
amount of water your plants receive if we start seeing cooler days, and begin watering only in the mornings if temperatures drop. Fertilizer isn’t as much of a big deal as we head into Fall, and if you’re in doubt
about the freshness of your fir-bark-based mixes in things you repotted long ago, remedy it now before the
root rot comes with the cold.
Contact Information:
Christopher Croom
(619) 583-3804
batescroom@cox.net

Thank you, Tom, for doing such an excellent job managing our smaller shows in
Balboa Park! We’re bringing in a lot of money for the Society with these! Also,
sign up to help out on a Subcommittee for the BIG SHOW in the Scottish Rite if
you haven’t already! THANK YOU to all the volunteers who make our shows
happen!
Happy Growing,
Christopher

