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NOVICE MEETING
June 3, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104
By: David Brown, 2nd Vice President

Greetings fellow orchid enthusiasts. I
hope that everyone enjoyed our Spring
Show and the banquet. I am sure that all
who attended had much fun. I am tickled
pink to announce the speakers for our
June novice class. If you have ever wondered how to grow a specimen plant (a
specimen plant is a large, well grown
plant that is very healthy and generally
has a profusion of many gorgeous flowers
to display when in bloom), at this meeting, we are going learn how Anita and
Jerry Spencer grow their plants. Anita
and Jerry are fantastic orchid growers
who have many AOS awards and grow
some of the healthiest and largest plants
that I have ever seen. If you have attended our meetings in the past, you will
remember some of the plants that Anita

and Jerry have brought in to share with us
in the plant forum. The one I recall recently,
was a Laelia purpurata that had something
like 96 flowers on it. It was a truly awesome
and inspiring sight. The speaker that evening stated that if this plant was entered in
the Japan Orchid Show, it would have been
awarded grand champion, and Anita and
Jerry would have walked away with a new
Mercedes and a large cash award. I am very
glad and grateful that Anita and Jerry
Spencer are willing to talk to us and I hope
to see you all there. Also, our meeting date
is election day, so be sure to get out and
vote.
Happy Orchiding,
David Brown

GENERAL MEETING
June 3, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101
By Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President

Our June speaker will be Rosário Braga,
President of OrquidaRio, the orchid society of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. OrquidaRio
was the recipient of a conservation grant
from the SDCOS, and Rosário will be talking about the results of their project to
survey orchids in the Reserva Ecológica
de Guapi Assu (REGUA), an ecological
reserve in the orchid-rich Atlantic Rainforest in Rio de Janeiro state. The Atlantic
Rainforest of Brazil is home to an amazing
variety of orchids, and this talk should
include some excellent examples of orchids in the wild. The plant opportunity
table will be provided by Tom Biggart of
Granite Hills Orchids.

Rosário Braga has a M.Sc. in Botany from
Universidade de São Paulo, São Paulo, Brazil. For the first twenty years of her career
she worked in seaweed research before
starting in the orchid business in 1994 at
Orquidario Quinta do Lago, an orchid nursery created by her father. Initially, she
worked to become familiar with the operation of a commercial orchid nursery, and
two years later she established a lab to
propagate orchids from seed.
Her great passion is conservation and especially the conservation of the Atlantic RainContinued on page 3
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Board of Directors
President:
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Ron Kaufmann
First VP:
Second VP:
David Brown
Treasurer:
Lynn Ford
Secretary:
Pam Peters
Directors:
Steve Mallory
Dave Hoffmaster
Christopher Croom
Kevin Rynearson

Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first
Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:
6:30 p.m., Room 104
General Meeting:
7:30 p.m., Room 101

Newsletter Entries
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related
to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com
Casa de las Orquideas
Loren and Nancy Batchman

Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000
plants in stock from 3” pots to blooming size. Our
complete list of seedlings and flasks is on the
web at www.orquideas.com.
Open by appointment only!
170 South Nardo Avenue, Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the July newsletter must be submitted by June 15th.

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Pots and Supplies
REXIUS BARK NOW ON HAND!!
THE BEST ORCHID BARK ON THE MARKET
KILN DRIED, SIZED & SORTED, NO WASTE

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com
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Orchid Dates to Remember
June 3, 6:30 p.m
SDCOS Novice Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104
June 3, 7:30 p.m
SDCOS General Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
June 4
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Women’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228
June 5, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Normally, the Thursday following General
Meeting (usually the first Thursday of the
month; second Friday of the month in rare
cases)
Balboa Park, Rm. 104
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
June 7, 9 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
June 18
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Woman's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355
June 20
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
10 AM-2 PM
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306
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July 26-27
San Diego County Orchid Society
Summer Show
Balboa Park
October 25-26
San Diego County Orchid Society
Balboa Park
If you have any announcements that you
would like included in the “Dates to Remember” section of the newsletter, please e-mail
batescroom@cox.net.

Continued from page 1...

forest and its orchids. In 2004 she closed down
the commercial part of the nursery but still grows
a large number of orchids and continues to operate the lab, mainly to propagate Brazilian species
from the region. She has been an active member of
the international orchid community and has attended four World Orchid Conferences and two of
the three International Orchid Conservation Conferences. In 2006 she was elected president
of OrquidaRio, and was re-elected in 2008. She
also serves on the editorial board of “Orquidario,”
the orchid magazine of OrquidaRio.
In September 2006, OrquidaRio submitted a proposal to the SDCOS to survey orchids at REGUA.
The proposal was funded, and the survey was
completed in September 2007. In addition to her
work with OrquidaRio, Rosário has been involved
with the Orchid Conservation Alliance from its
beginning and is on the OCA’s board of directors.
She has been instrumental in organizing
two orchid trips to Brazil as part of the OCA’s activities.
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NET NUGGETS

Orchid Growers

Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President
kaufmann@sandiego.edu

Want to upgrade the quality of
your potting mix?

The Slipper Orchid Forum
www.slipperorchidforum.com

Everyone has their own favorite orchids, and
most of us are dedicated to the types of orchids that we prefer. Few orchid enthusiasts
exhibit the single-minded devotion of those
who love slipper orchids. For slipper-holics,
nothing beats a flower with a pouch, and
pouch-less orchids (Phragmipedium lindenii
excepted in some cases) simply don’t measure
up. The Slipper Orchid Forum was created for
all you pouch-o-philes who want to communicate with other slipper enthusiasts around the
world.
Registration is free, and
the site includes discussion groups that cover a
wide variety of slipperrelated topics, as well as
a few non-slipper subjects. There are groups
for breeding, judging,
taxonomy, and even grow lists posted by
members. Galleries allow members to post
pictures of their favorite slipper orchids, and
there’s even a “Classified” section for people
who want to buy, sell, or trade slipper orchids
as well as a pollen and seed exchange. Fox
Valley Orchids in Illinois (USA) sponsors the
Forum, which was founded by frequent contributor Peter Phen. This site should be on the
Favorites list of every serious slipper orchid
grower.

There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite!
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and
uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite
and 1 part bark or coconut chunks.
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes;
small, medium and large.
Are you using De-ionized or
Reverse Osmosis water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically
designed for pure water.
Sunset Valley Orchids
Fred Clarke
1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA 92081
760-639-6255
Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

Back Issues—AOS Bulletin
Back issues of the AOS Bulletin have
been donated to benefit the
Conservation Committee budget.
Please check with Peter Tobias
tobias@scripps.edu or www.sdorchids.com
for pricing and to see what is available.

You are invited to subscribe
to…
California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20
Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297

MEMBERSHIP
We invite you to join the San Diego County
Orchid Society! Receive this newsletter and
many other benefits, including a holiday
party and a free orchid at the end of the year!
To join, please send your check for $15 for an
individual membership or $20 for a dual
membership, payable to SDCOS , to:
San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com.

Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”

Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804

Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming
size, established species are what we do best!

Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951

Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid
growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us
and we will send our latest issue.

Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235
San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 422-2235
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride
in our reputation for selling a well-established
plant and will replace it if you are not satisfied
upon receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
www.AndysOrchids.com
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Monthly Report on AOS Judging at Quail Gardens
By: Helmut Rohrl
Judging at the Encinitas site (Quail Gardens,
Administration [Ecke] Building) begins at
7:00 pm on the first Monday of each month.
The facility opens at 6:30 pm. Anyone interested in orchids is encouraged and welcome
at the sessions. Visitors may join the judging
teams at their tables, but cannot participate
in the judging process. Anyone who wants to
exhibit plants for judging but is unable to
bring the plants to Quail Gardens, please
contact one the local judges or have others
bring the plants to the facility.
At the Cinco de Mayo, 2008 session, five cultivars were shown and one was awarded.
Loren Batchman exhibited a splendid
Cymbidium (Lambert
Day x devonianum)
with 20 flowers on one
stem. The 6.0 cm flowers have dark brown to
maroon sepals and
petals edged in yellow
and a dark maroon lip
edged in yellow. The
colors are highly saturated and the substance
of the flowers was excellent. Unfortunately
two malformed flowers precluded the judging
of the plant. We hope to see it again at the
next flowering where it should receive a high
point score.
A lovely Potinara
Little Magician
(Lc. Tokyo Magic
x Pot. Little Toshie) was shown
by
Renate
Schmidt. It has
three 6.5 cm
flowers on one stem. Sepals and petals are
light yellow, and the petals showed a small
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patch of light rose toward the tips. The exterior of the lip is red at the basal portion, the
throat is bright yellow and the margin of the
lip is dark red purple.
Charlie Fouquette brought in two plants:
Paphiopedilum
bellatulum with one
flower and one bud on
two short stems. The
coloration
of
the
flower was typical: all
segments are creamy
white, liberally speckled dark maroon. The
dorsal sepal is strongly hooded and the petals
are somewhat porrect. The lower margins of
the petals are a bit irregular. Since there is a
multitude of magnificent P. bellatulums on
record, these flaws kept the plant from being
scored.
Paphiopedilum
Ho
Chi
Min
(delenatii x vietnamense)
‘Sue’
received an AM/
AOS with a score
of 88 points. The
cultivar has two
11.0 cm flowers on
a 25 cm erect
stem. The flower size is exceptional for the
cross. The flower shape is great, except that
the dorsal sepal is distally reflexed. Sepals and
petals are white, flushed and peppered light
magenta, with the flushing increasing distally.
The lip is dark magenta with darker striations.
The staminode is white with a dark brown
center and a central green linear design. The
reflexing dorsal sepals kept it from receiving a
higher point score.

Photography: Joan Bailey
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The SDCOS owes a BIG
“THANKS” to the following
"Orchid Opulence" Show volunteers:

Notes from the Board: 2009
SDCOS Annual Orchid Show
Planning Underway

SPEAKERS:
Tom Biggart
David Brown
Charley Fouquette
Candy Kalman
Harry Phillips
Jerry Spencer
John Walters

By: Christopher Croom
At May’s Board of Directors meeting, it was
decided that planning for the SDCOS Annual
Show in 2009 should begin as soon as possible. Consequently, we’re accepting entries for
possible show themes, and also need to elect a
2009 Show Chair, both by the August Board
Meeting.

CORSAGE TABLE flowers, greenery, containers:
Bangkok Botanical Garden
Cal Pacific Orchid Farm
Casa de Las Orquideas
Divine Orchids
Fouquette Orchids
Rex Foster Orchids
Solana Orchids
South Coast Orchids
The Orchid Place
Tho's Orchids
Walter Andersen's
Joe, Marsha, and Rose Alesi
Linda Canon
Merrylin Diniakos
Sue Fouquette
Leno and Edith Galvan
Wilbur Glover
Anna Majevskis
Jim Reid
Jerry and Anita Spencer

So, if you think you can beat Sue Fouquette in
coming up with a theme for the 2009 show,
and want your theme to be eligible for selection and the concomitant prize (that comes
with it), please call Genie at (619) 422-2235
with any choices that you think might work.
Also, if you have loads of free time between
now and next spring and have the mettle to do
a semi-thankless, stressful, and vital job for
your orchid society, please consider the post
of 2009 Show Chair. It’s one of the most
important leadership positions you can ever
hold with the SDCOS, as your planning can
help determine how much money the 2009
Annual Show brings in (and it is usually the
biggest money-earner for the Society).

Volunteer Needed to
Coordinate Carpooling!

Laelia flava is a hardy,
outdoor- growing rupicolous Laelia from Brazil, with among the loudest blooms of all the
rock-growing Laelias.
This one grows in a lava
pot with washed pea
gravel in it and is protected from mid-day sun.

Many SDCOS members have requested
a need to carpool to our monthly meetings, so we need a volunteer to organize
our Society according to region, and set
up the necessary phone tree. Please call
Genie Hammond at (619) 422-2235 if
you are interested!
Page 7
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San Diego County Orchid Society
Board Meeting Minutes
May 7, 2008

Helmut Rohrl would like to submit write-ups
on the AOS Judging sessions under a column
entitled “Judges Corner” in the SDCOS newsAttendees: David Brown, Bob Clark, Christo- letter. Board approved.
pher Croom, Lynn Ford, Genie Hammond,
Dave Hoffmaster, Ron Kaufmann, Steve Mal- We would like to get more members’ email addresses to send the Newsletter out via email
lory, Pam Peters, Kevin Rynearson.
and occasional messages regarding the SeaThe meeting was called to order at 8:40 PM sonal Shows. A form will be provided at the
following the post-show meeting. Minutes of back of the room each meeting.
April Board Meeting were approved as
We are looking for volunteers for a Community
amended.
Outreach Committee to encourage memberThe Treasurer presented the March and April ship and growing orchids. Will look into matefinancial reports. She will wait until all show rials needed such as a table, canopy, and signexpenses are in for approval of the March re- age.
port at the next Board Meeting. The April financial report was approved and will be filed The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM.
for audit.
Respectfully submitted,
The June Board meeting is scheduled for Pam Peters, Secretary
Thursday, June 5, Room 104, Balboa Park, at
7:00 PM.
David Brown is working with the Park, trying
to get the use of the Senior Citizen Room back
for SDCOS Board meetings.
The floor plan for the May Show Banquet
worked well. Everybody could see the slide
presentation.
The speaker at the June meeting will be
Rosario Braga, President of the Orchid Society
of Rio de Janerio. The Conservation Committee has given funds to Regua, an orchid reserve in Brazil. Rosario will be giving a presentation on Regua. Tom Biggart will provide
the plant table.

Granite Hills Orchids
Tom Biggart 619.441.9874
1894 Dehesa Road,
El Cajon, CA 92019
FOR SALE
MANY DIFFERENT MATURE
VARIETIES OF
DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM

The June novice class speakers tentatively are
Anita and Jerry Spencer.
There will be an inquiry notice about carpooling in the newsletter to which members can
respond. We are trying to set up carpooling
for members who live near each other.

PRICES RANGE FROM
$90 ON UP
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
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Reid’s Orchids Are Here for
Your Collection!
Lots of Cattleyas from Taiwan,
many in sheath, bud and bloom.
Also, many species orchids from
around the world.
Come on in and have a look around.

Cymbidiums in spike, $10 and up!
Cascading Cymbidiums, $25 and
up!
No better deal around.
We need room for some more new orchids.
PLEASE CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT
760-728-7996
reidsorchids@msn.com

DAVE REID’S
ORCHIDS
WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo

ORCHID
SUPPLIES!
WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK
FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS
CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS
HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS

AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM
WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST
DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!
Or contact us at

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880

✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $89

Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $74)

1000’s of blooming orchids in our

✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.
✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.
✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $71

36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom

Open to the Public

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $59)
✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.
Prices and benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections
and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the
third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm.

We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
I hope all of you are protecting your plants from the wild weather extremes we’ve been having lately. Remember, all it takes is one extremely hot day without water to turn your spotless plant into something that
is sunburned and stressed. Sometimes, this will even happen when you do water, so you might even want
to move exposed plants to shady areas whenever we have offshore flow and the coast becomes as hot as
the desert. I’ve started to move my plants that have brand-new spikes to the shade (after all, they’ll bloom
anyway), and if you can reduce watering slightly and have the light coming from the same direction you
can keep the plant from rotting and the spikes from growing cockeyed. Of course, training your spikes will
also prevent this latter result of moving orchids around because you don’t want them to incinerate.
We know that those of you who attended the Saturday night banquet at the SDCOS Annual Show at the
Scottish Rite Center in April had an extremely good time, but concerns were raised at the last Board meeting about whether the expenses are too high to continue having the show banquet in the Scottish Rite.
Should we have it off-site? Should we limit the number of tickets to 50? Please call President Genie
Hammond at (619) 422–2235 to voice your opinion on this issue.
Contact Information:
Christopher Croom
(619) 583-3804
batescroom@cox.net

Finally, remember that this is your Society, and it is the work you contribute,
free of charge, that keeps things running smoothly. There are many places where
your Society needs help: we need a 2009 show chair, a historian, a 2009 show
theme, a carpool coordinator, and there’s always room to help out at “mini”
shows. If everyone pitches in, we can be the best!
Happy Growing,
Christopher

