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Purpose: To promote interest in orchids and their
cultivation, to educate by exchanging information and
experiences related to successful orchid culture, and to
support the conservation of orchids in the wild.
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NOVICE MEETING:
Forrest Robinson
June 5, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104
By: David Brown, 2nd Vice President

I hope that everyone enjoyed our Annual
Awards Banquet last month. A good time
was had by all who attended. I am very
pleased to announce that our speaker for
this month is Forrest Robinson. Forrest
will talk to us about how he grows his
fantastic cattelyas. I am sure that we will
all learn some great tips form Forrest. It
should be interesting to compare what
Forrest does with his plants to what Fred
Clarke does with his plants (the speaker
of the general meeting). Both are excellent growers, and I am relatively sure

that they do some things a little differently. I hope that it will show that even
though they are both excellent growers,
there is a variety of methods that can be
used to produce vigorous growth and flowers. So even if you are doing something a bit
differently, and still produce nice flowers,
use the motto "if it works for you, keep doing it." There is no one who knows everything and growing orchids (and anything
else, for that matter) is a constant learning
experience. So, I hope to see you all at our
next meeting. Happy orchiding!

GENERAL MEETING:
Fred Clarke
June 5, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101
By Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President

The speaker at our June meeting will be
Fred Clarke, proprietor of Sunset Valley
Orchids in Vista. He will be speaking to us
about “Orchid Culture and Repotting”.
For those of you who know Fred and the
high quality of his plants, the opportunity
to hear some of his cultural secrets should
be very welcome.
Fred has been growing orchids for nearly
30 years and has won more than 100
quality awards from the American Orchid
Society during that time. He is a cutting-

edge orchid breeder with varied orchid interests, including Cattleyas, Cycnoches, Bulbophyllums, Maxillarias, Paphiopedilums,
Zygopetalums, Australian Dendrobiums,
Sarcochilus, and a few other unusual things.
Part of his success in garnering AOS awards
can be attributed to his superb growing
techniques, and he will share some of those
methods with us in his presentation. Fred
also will provide the plant table, and if past
plant opportunity tables are any indication
of what we can expect, there should be some
fantastic plants available!
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SDCOS Historian Needed!

Board of Directors

Are you looking for an opportunity to volunteer for your favorite botanical organization?
The SDCOS is in need of a new Historian to
keep a very basic record of what we do every
year. Please call Genie Hammond at 619-4266831 if you are interested in becoming the
new Historian.

President:
First VP:
Second VP:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Membership:
Directors:

Genie Hammond
Ron Kaufmann
David Brown
Lynn Ford
Pam Peters
Bob Clark
Steve Mallory
Christopher Croom
Naomi Stewart
Esther Sivila

Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first
Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:
6:30 p.m., Room 104
General Meeting:
7:30 p.m., Room 101

Newsletter Entries
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related
to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the July newsletter must be submitted by June 15th.

Back Issues—AOS Bulletin
Back issues of the AOS Bulletin have
been donated to benefit the
Conservation Committee budget.
Please check with Peter Tobias
tobias@scripps.edu or www.sdorchids.com
for pricing and to see what is available.

Get yourself ready
for summer!
Great Orchids are here for your collection!
Cymbidiums in one and two gallon pots.
Single spikes: $12.50
Double spikes: $17.50
Lots of Cattleyas for your Spring Blooms!!

CALAVO GARDENS

If you have a plant that you would
like to trade- Bring it on in!!

Orchid Pots and Supplies
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower
Local Supplier – save shipping charges
Plastic and Wooden Vanda Baskets
Now On Hand

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com

PLEASE CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT
760-728-7996

DAVE REID’S
ORCHIDS
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Orchid Dates to Remember

(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306

June 2, 9 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829

June 20
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of the
month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Women's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355

June 4, 7:00 p.m.
Quail Botanical Gardens
Judging Center
First Monday of the month
June 5, 6:30 p.m.
SDCOS Novice Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104
June 5, 7:30 p.m.
SDCOS General Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
June 6
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Women’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228
June 7, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Thursday following General Meeting (first
Thursday of the month or second Friday of the
month)
Balboa Park
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
June 9
Orchid Society of Southern CA Auction
First Christian Church, Burbank, CA
Krystine Chaparro (818) 845-0492
June 15
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month

If you have any announcements that you
would like included in the “Dates to Remember” section of the newsletter, please e-mail
batescroom@cox.net

PLEASE REMEMBER
No animals (except service
dogs) are allowed in the meeting rooms for the San Diego Orchid Society, due to an SDCOS
Board decision in response to
the needs of our members. Please respect this
rule as you respect your colleagues in the Society.

Casa de Las Orquideas
Loren and Nancy Batchman
Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium
and Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000 plants in
stock from 3” pots to blooming size. Our complete list
of seedlings and flasks is on the web at
www.orquideas.com.
Open by appointment only!
170 South Nardo Avenue
Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com
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Orchid Growers
Want to upgrade the quality of
your potting mix?
There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite.
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and
uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite
and 1 part bark or coconut chunks.
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes;
small, medium and large.
Are you using De-ionized or
Reverse Osmosis water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically
designed for pure water.
Sunset Valley Orchids
Fred Clarke
1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA 92081
760-639-6255
Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

Granite Hills Orchids
Volunteer Library
Assistant Needed!

Tom Biggart 619.441.9874
1894 Dehesa Road,

A library assistant is needed to aid
with SDCOS library acquisitions
(entering books into the library)
before the meetings.

El Cajon, CA 92019
FOR SALE
MANY DIFFERENT MATURE
VARIETIES OF

If you are free right before each novice and
general meeting and want to help out with
the SDCOS library,

DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM

call Genie Hammond at

PRICES RANGE FROM

(619) 426-6831!

$90 ON UP
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235

Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 426-6831
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175

Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming size,
established species are what we do best!
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new
and unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s
orchid growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or
email us and we will send our latest issue.
Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride in
our reputation for selling a well-established plant
and will replace it if you are not satisfied upon
receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
Email: speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
Web address: www.AndysOrchids.com

San Diego East County, all types
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Net Nuggets

The 2007 Spring Show

Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President
kaufmann@sandiego.edu

By: Lynn Ford, Treasurer

Marriott Orchids
www.marriottorchids.com

This year’s show was an economic success for our
Society, besides being well attended and fun for
the general public.

Few orchids attract
as much attention at
a show as a wellgrown Paphiopedilum. Some commercial growers dedicate
themselves
exclusively to this genus,
even specializing in particular types of Paphs.
One such vendor is Marriott Orchids in Kernersville, North Carolina. The focus of this nursery
is complex Paphiopedilums, with an emphasis
on flowers in shades of pink and white. For
those unfamiliar with this branch of the Paphiopedilum tree, the site offers an excellent section
covering the history and current state of breeding complex white Paphs. Part of what makes
this account so good is the extensive collection
of photographs showing important parents and
illustrating beautifully just how the current crop
of complex whites were developed. The images
that are referenced in this historical narrative
are just part of an extensive gallery that includes
more than 650 photos of Paphiopedilum flowers! All of this information might lead an Internet orchid surfer to purchase a complex white
Paph or several, and Marriott Orchids offers
both seedlings and select divisions at prices that
should appeal to both the beginner and connoisseur. Proprietors Deborah and Hadley Cash
have created a very enjoyable and informative
web site to showcase their favorite orchids.

From a financial angle, this was the second biggest
money maker Spring Show, in all of my treasurer’s
records. And, as you all know, the profits from this
show keep us going—paying for our Newsletter,
meeting speaker’s fees, providing plant tables at
each meeting, several membership dinners, equipment and supplies when needed, new books and
magazines for our library, etc., etc.
Membership dues are a drop in the bucket and the
show’s income is needed to keep our Society solvent.
A real plus was the terrific response of all of the
MEMBERS who sent in their $25 for their tickets.
Thank you so much. This was, by far, the best year
in regards to member response.
Special thanks to the hard work of our Show
Chair’s Charlie Fouquette and Ramona Wilson—
with the full-time additional support from President Genie Hammond, who knows the show inside
and out and was able to step in to make sure of the
show layout, ordered all of the food, made copies,
supplied tickets, checked to be sure there were
enough flowers for corsages, and was everywhere
at once 24/3, and kept everything running
smoothly.
I know the Board has thanked all of the volunteers
who showed up on time and stayed as late as they
were needed.
We have the smaller Summer Show coming up in
July. Keep in mind that we need your support, as
volunteers, for that event. Sign-up sheets will be
available at our next General Meeting.
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What Are Fuukiran?
By Christopher Croom
One of the most interesting things I saw at the
61st Annual SDCOS Orchid Show in the Scottish
Rite Center back in March, was the Seed Engei
sales booth in the main vendor room. In case
you didn't have the chance to read the article
about Fuukiran (Fuukiran, the Living Antique,
by Jason Fischer) in the April-June 2006 issue
of Orchid Digest which discusses fuukiran in
great detail or visit the Seed Engei booth at the
show, I figured I’d take this opportunity to fill
you in on one of the most interesting, uniquely
Japanese forms of orchid judging, diversity
preservation, and cultivation.
Fuukiran are highly
prized clones of Neofinetia falcata, which
are judged in Japan by
their foliage, and not
their blooms. They
also have to be properly presented in conical mounds of premium,
long-strand
‘Seigyokumaru’ is actually a suwhite
sphagnum
per-dwarf form of Sedirea jamoss;
you
can’t even
ponica, and not technically a
Fuukiran, but is judged similarly. get a plant judged in a
I put this one on a piece of petriJapanese
Fuukiran
fied wood, so it can’t be judged.
show unless you’ve
tediously hand-wrapped it in a beautiful volcano
of New Zealand moss. (Of course, I found this
out right after I took the Fuukiran home and
mounted them on sticks and rocks, something
that is not even a part of the Japanese aesthetic
that these plants try to epitomize.)
In case you are not familiar with Neofinetia falcata, you absolutely need to be. Often called the
“samurai orchid,” due to being cultivated at

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

times in Japanese history only by the elite
class of warriors, or
sometimes called the
“Japanese wind orchid,” N. falcata is a
practically bomb-proof
outdoor San Diego
grower that can handle
a relatively large temperature range and an
‘Kotofukurin’ is a variegated
equally large range of
Fuukiran—a rare, once naturallyoccurring form of N. falcata that lighting conditions.
has been in cultivation for hunSimply put, if you live
dreds of years in Japan. This one
in San Diego County
is on a piece of lace rock.
and have a habitat, you
can grow this orchid, as it’s only a matter of figuring out how much light and water to give it. The
same also goes for Sedirea japonica, and I found
an interesting variety at the Seed Engei booth also
(see photo at left).
So, where did all these varieties of N. falcata come
from? After all, Seed Engei had red-flowered varieties, 3 or 4 different types of variegated
Fuukiran, and purple-flowered forms, yet all this
diversity was represented (continued on page 11)

This is what a “regular” N. falcata looks like. This one is
about the size of a softball, but took years to get there.
Its white flowers appear every couple of years for me.
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What is Peloric?
By Christopher Croom
Peloric is a botanical term meaning ‘abnormally
regular or symmetrical’, and when you find it in
orchids, it almost always elicits an extra level of
“wow” than even the most comely “normal”
member of that species or hybrid. Despite the
philosophical contradiction of being ‘abnormally
regular’, that is, ‘abnormally normal’ and the
fact that we grow orchids most often for their
uniqueness, peloric orchids are special because
they are abnormal, albeit more symmetrical
than “regular” orchids.

You really see peloric symmetry quite strongly in this Lc.
Aqui-Finn ‘Nature’s Best’ that Bill Molnar gave me about
a year ago. These two Cattleya pictures together suggest
there might be degrees of pelorism (lines added to show
the symmetry from three different angles).

Pelorism also occurs in species orchids, but the
likelihood of encountering a peloric species is
much smaller than finding a desirable hybrid
from a genus like Cattleya that is known to have
this trait and a loyal human following, thereby
artificially concentrating these rare genes. So
chances are that unless you grow thousands of
species, you’ve only seen this mutation in hybrids.

George Tuson’s Canale Trophy –winning Lc. Purple
Cascade is an example of a peloric-type Cattleya.

The best examples of peloric orchids include the
splash-petaled Cattleya flowers that have what
looks like three lips, with the designs on the lip
also being replicated on both petals, providing
trilateral symmetry, rather than the usual vertical symmetry that most orchid flowers have.
These cattleyas look like this because they have
been bred to do so—after multiple generations
of crossing and flasking, after finding the one or
two plants out of several thousand that have
these naturally occurring genetic mutations.

While mutations in most lifeforms are deleterious, pelorism is yet another mutation in orchids
that doesn’t seem to bother their survival in captivity. While a peloric orchid in the wild might
not be pollinated as easily as a non-peloric orchid due to the pollinator wasting all its energy
on parts of the flower that do not as directly lead
to the column, thereby reducing successful fertilization, all bets are off when the human hand
intervenes in the greenhouse to make sure there
are literally millions of these things.
There are also different forms of pelorism—it’s
not just lips that can appear where petals are
supposed to be, because sepals can appear
where petals are supposed to be, too. Likewise,
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lips can appear where the sepals are supposed to
be, leaving three identical petals instead. At a
recent meeting of the San Gabriel Valley Orchid
Hobbyists, I personally saw a Paphiopedilum
that had two dorsal sepals where the petals
should have been, and a petal where the dorsal
sepal was supposed to be, and this was on a
branching spike with a completely normal
flower right next to it and another spike with a
completely normal flower on it. So, while the
plant had the genes for pelorism, they were only
expressed in one out of three flowers (or less, as
I don’t know the blooming history of this particular plant).
The genetic pathways for peloric blooms are
poorly understood, but it appears that the regulation of AP3/DEF-like genes in orchids like
Dendrobium crumenatum has a lot to do with
it. You can read more about this in the article
Floral Organ Identity Genes in the Orchid Dendrobium, by Yifeng Xu, et al. What’s amazing is
that orchid breeders have stumbled upon how to
reliably turn this pathway on in cattleyas without knowing what genes are required to do it
(cloning, however, is obviously a big help).
So, the next time you feast your eyes on a peloric
flower, remember the fact that you’re witnessing
an extremely rare delight!

You are invited to subscribe to…
California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20
Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org
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ORCHID THOUGHTS AND
WONDERINGS
By Tom Biggart, (Formerly Mini) Show
Committee Chair
Dateline.....May 15, 2007
From your fearless summer show chairperson,
Tom Biggart
Well, the Spring Show is over, the orchid show
at the Flower Fields is over, the SPRING FLING
is over, Mother's Day is over, so it must be time
to start gearing up for the annual SUMMER
SHOW IN THE PARK.
Don't you think it is exciting that we have so
many great orchid events during the
year? Aren't you glad you aren't into roses?
Possibly being into roses would be better than
orchids. You wouldn't have to worry about so
many orchids to buy, freezing weather, rat
infestations, as well as all the cultural difficulties
that present themselves with orchids. At least
growing orchids is never boring and you get to
meet such cool people!
The SUMMER SHOW IN THE PARK is schedu le d
fo r
Ju ly
21
an d
22
w i th
setup on the 20th. Be sure to save that weekend
for this special event. We will again be asking
all of you to contribute what you can
with you time, showing your plants, bringing
plants for us to sell, and all the other typical activities of these shows.
This show is
always my favorite one as most of my Encyclias
will be in bloom then. I'm sure that all of you
will have some neat plants to show
then also!
We'll be looking forward to Ernie making pancit
again for us on Saturday! See you all then!
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BOARD MEETING
MINUTES

New Business:

San Diego County
Orchid Society

Novice class – Forrest Robinson (tentative) on
cattleya culture.

May 7, 2007
Attendees: David Brown, Christopher Croom
Lynn Ford, Charley Fouquette, Sue Fouquette,
Genie Hammond, Ron Kaufmann, Naomi
Stewart. Excused: Bob Clark, Vivian Follmer.
Absent: Esther Sivila.

June speakers-

Speaker for the general meeting will be Fred
Clarke on orchid culture and repotting.
David Brown will seek permission to copy
book covers for the book reports. Books are at
the San Diego State library.
Goal for the coming year is to increase member participation.

Meeting started at 7:15 p.m.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40.

Secretary’s report: The minutes from the
April meeting were distributed and approved
as amended.

Respectfully submitted,

Treasurer’s report: The April Treasurer’s report was approved and will be filed for audit.

Pam Peters, Secretary

Old Business
Show Banquet was very nice. New table arrangement worked well. Had reservations for
110 and 91 attended.
Going forward, the Board meetings will be
Thursday following the general meeting.

Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm
1000’s of blooming orchids in our
36,000 square foot greenhouse

Would like to move the Garner Fund, currently in an Oppenheimer Fund, to Wachovia
Securities in order to earn higher interest.
The Board gave Lynn Ford direction to research investment options with Wachovia Securities.

Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

Discussion on a member survey was tabled
until next meeting.

Open to the Public

A by-law review committee, to be chaired by
Paul Tuskes, will be set up after the new Board
is installed.
Web – nothing further.
Plant opportunity table - changing to $5.00
for 5 regular tickets plus one bonus ticket.

The Southland’s Largest Showroom

We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024
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MEMBERSHIP

ORCHID
SUPPLIES!

We invite you to join the San Diego County
Orchid Society! With your membership you
will receive the newsletter and many other
benefits, including a holiday party and a free
orchid at the end of the year!

WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK

To join, please send your check for $15 for an
individual membership or $20 for a dual
membership, payable to SDCOS , to:

FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS
CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS
HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS

AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM
WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST

San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com.

DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!
Or contact us at

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo
✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $86
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $71)
✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.
✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.
✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $68
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $56)
✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.
Prices and benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections
and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the
third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm.

Fuukiran (continued from pg. 7) by a single
species which typically has white flowers and
nonvariegated leaves. Fuukiran forms were all
technically discovered in the wilds of Japan at
one point or another and then meticulously cultivated for their extreme rarity, kept alive
through divisions many generations after they
disappeared from nature. In some cases, certain
varieties were completely lost for decades or
more, and later discovered growing untended in
ancient gardens (and of course Fuukiran could
do this, as Japan is their natural habitat).
Because of their uniqueness, Fuukiran fetch extremely high prices in Japan, and the three
plants I bought at the show probably would have
easily cost me three or four times as much in
Tokyo, so I was delighted to find these easygrowing, truly rewarding Varied Treasures.
Give a Fuukiran variety a try sometime, and introduce yourself to the rarest of the rare!
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
Be careful what you wish for this time of year. I know many of you who live near the coast are moping
around, wondering when you’ll have to stop wearing socks with your flip-flops because the blasted marine
layer is giving us a generous treatment of “May Gray/June Gloom” this year. But that marine layer could
be shielding us from extremely high temperatures and sunspots on our prized plants, too! Remember last
year when the marine layer wore off and we had that 100+ degree day in early July? That’s what might
well happen again this year. So, if you’re dying to see the summer sun, remember that when it finally
burns through, you might have to make some adjustments to your growing environment.
While the cool marine layer restricts the amount of light your plants have access to this time of year, and
can also make the plants go back to dormancy a little with its cooler temperatures (thereby requiring a restriction of water and fertilizer, too) it does provide a lot of humidity, which is something our orchids love.
That humidity also goes away when the marine layer leaves, so our plants get subjected to both lowered
humidity and increased light at the same time, which is a perfect recipe for sunburn. So, when it goes
away, you might have to move some plants around before they start getting
those telltale, large yellow/blond spots in the middle of the leaves. (Don’t worry
Contact Information:
if they turn purple, though—purple is often a good color simply indicating the
higher presence of chlorophyll b.) In any case, be vigilant once you start seeing
Christopher Croom
the early morning sun again. Get your shadecloth ready, ladies and gentlemen!
(619) 583-3804
batescroom@cox.net

Happy Growing!
-Christopher

