(July mini-show results will be in September’s Newsletter due to timing constraints—
August meeting is the first of the month!)
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NOVICE MEETING
August 1st, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104
By Christopher Croom

This month’s SDCOS novice meeting will feature an informal question-and-answer session
with David Brown, SDCOS 2nd Vice President
(and Board Member). David Brown has served
the SDCOS for many years, and is a veritable
fountain of knowledge. You’d probably recognize him instantly if you’ve ever attended any
SDCOS event in the past few years, as his attendance and participation are second to almost
no one else in our organization.
You may also know David from the incredible
species that he brings in to the shows and
meetings to display, and he probably knows
more about growing species outdoors with tap
water in North Park than anyone you’ve ever
met.
David would prefer it if you came to the meeting prepared with questions you’d like to ask

him, so this is a wonderful opportunity to have
an expert field any burning queries that may
have been bothering you lately.
David also knows a lot about easy-growing orchids, so this would be an excellent time to ask
him for suggestions to add to your collection.
So, come to the novice meeting on August 1st
(don’t let the date sneak up on you) and ask
away!
Bill Molnar, the speaker for last month’s novice
meeting, put on a wonderful presentation, and
he is also someone whose service to our organization through the years cannot be ignored.
The talk he gave in July was further testimonial
to the fact that we will definitely miss his
knowledge and excellence on the board.
Thanks, Bill!

GENERAL MEETING
August 1st, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101
By Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President

The speaker at our general meeting in August
will be Olaf Gruss, who will talk about phragmipediums. Olaf is from Germany and is one
of the world’s leading authorities on paphiopedilums and phragmipedums. He last spoke
to the San Diego society three years ago.
Olaf will not be able to bring plants with him
from Germany; the plant table for the August
meeting will be provided by Fred Clarke of
Sunset Valley Orchids. Fred has a reputation
as an excellent grower, and he’ll provide a
variety of plants for your raffle-ing pleasure,
including a number of phragmipediums.
Olaf Gruss is a member of the editorial board

of “Die Orchidee,” the journal of the German
Orchid Society, and has held that position
since 1990. He specializes in Phalaenopsis,
Paphiopedilum, and Phragmipedium, and
has written many articles about the species
and hybrids of these genera. His work has
been published in Germany, Italy, Brazil, Japan, and the United States. He also has written a book about the genus Phalaenopsis and
booklets about the genus Phragmipedium
and albino forms of the Paphiopedilum species.
(continued on pg. 2…)
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(continued from pg. 1)
Olaf is also a renowned taxonomist, and he has a described a number of species, including Phragmipedium dalessandroi, P. richteri, P. tetzlaffianum,
Paphiopedilum hangianum, P. tranlienianum, and
P. vietnamense.
He has studied chemistry and geography and works
as a teacher for apprentices, especially teaching politics, German, and ethics. He currently lives in Grassau, a town in southern Germany near the Austrian
border.
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Christopher Croom
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Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first
Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:
6:30 p.m., Room 104
General Meeting:
7:30 p.m., Room 101

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Pots and Supplies
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower
Local Supplier – save on shipping charges!
-granular charcoal, 5 lb or 50 lbFor that extra treatment, “sweeten the mix”!

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com

SDCOS Historian Needed!
Are you looking for an opportunity to volunteer for your favorite botanical organization?
After Ben Hardy’s unfortunate passing, the
SDCOS is in need of a new Historian to keep a
very basic record of what we do every year.
Please call Genie Hammond at 619-426-6831 if
you are interested in becoming the new Historian.
Need a little more room for the orchids?
I can help you find that perfect home!
Either buying or selling, call for the best in
customer service. A charitable donation
will be made at the close of escrow for
members that use my service.

Carol Bostwick
Prudential California Realty
619.244.6696

Newsletter Entries
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related
to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the September newsletter must be
submitted by August 15th.

Back Issues—AOS Bulletin
Back issues of the AOS Bulletin have
been donated to benefit the
Conservation Committee budget.
Please check with Peter Tobias
tobias@scripps.edu or www.sdorchids.com
for pricing and to see what is available.
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Orchid Dates to Remember:
San Diego County and
California
August 1, 6:30 p.m.
SDCOS Novice Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104
August 1, 7:30 p.m.
SDCOS General Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101

August 18
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306
If you have any announcements that you would
like included in the “Dates to Remember” section
of the SDCOS Newsletter, please e-mail Christopher Croom at batescroom@cox.net

August 2
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Women’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228
August 5, 9:00 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
August 5, 12:00 p.m.
Palomar Orchid Society Annual Auction
The Carlsbad Women’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228
August 7, 7:00 p.m.
Quail Botanical Gardens Judging Center
First Monday of the month
August 8, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Second Tuesday of the month
Balboa Park
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
August 16
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of the month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Women's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355

Corsage Chairperson
Needed!
Do you love to make corsages?
We have the perfect volunteer
position for you! This is your
chance to become the new
Corsage Chairperson. Please
let Genie Hammond know at
619-426-6831 if you are interested in volunteering for this wonderful opportunity.
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San Diego County Orchid Society
Board Members’ Code of Conduct
SDCOS Board members will:
-conduct themselves in a fair and professional
manner
-demonstrate personal integrity at all times
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FOR SALE:
One space heater and one swamp cooler. The
heater is a 150,000 BTU natural gas open space
heater and the cooler is a 1/2-horsepower
evaporative cooler. $300 for both, or best offer. If interested, contact Bud or Joan Close, at:
budandjoan6@cox.net
or (619) 444-8839.

-treat fellow SDCOS members, guest speakers, vendors, and visitors with respect
-comply with the By-laws of the Society

Casa de Las Orquideas
Loren and Nancy Batchman

-not participate in, condone, or ignore illegal
or unethical acts
-conduct themselves so as to enhance the
reputation of the Society
Disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated
and will be cause for dismissal from the
Board.

Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and
Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000 plants in stock from 3”
pots to blooming size. Our complete list of seedlings and
flasks is on the web at www.orquideas.com.
Open by appointment only!
170 South Nardo Avenue
Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Bob Hodges (619) 461-4915
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235

San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 426-6831
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175

Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming
size, established species are what we do best!
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many
new and unusual species from around the world
with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus
Andy’s orchid growing tips. For your copy, call
write, fax or email us and we will send our latest
issue.
Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take
pride in our reputation for selling a wellestablished plant and will replace it if you are
not satisfied upon receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only, so call in
advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
Email: speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
Web address: www.AndysOrchids.com
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Net Nuggets
Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President
kaufmann@sandiego.edu

What do I hope to find when I browse the web site
of an orchid vendor? First, I look for lots of good
photos so I can see what I’m getting. I also like
sites that include explanations of why particular
plants are special and help me to make an informed buying decision. Finally, the site should
load quickly, be easy to navigate, and offer discounts if I find myself tempted to order more than
just a few plants. Not that I consider myself a demanding web shopper… One vendor whose web
site meets and exceeds every one of my expectations is Odom’s Orchids. Located in Florida (the
geographic concentration in this Web Watch is
purely coincidental), Odom’s Orchids carries a variety of orchids, specializing in Cattleyas. The site
includes a useful FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) section that covers many fundamentals of
orchid culture, but the real show here is the catalog. Each offering is described briefly and illustrated with a thumbnail image that can be clicked
to display a larger and far more tempting photo of
the flower. Shopping is easy: simply select the
quantity you would like and click on the “Add to
Cart” button. One of my pet peeves is web sites
that make figuring out one’s cart contents a mazelike task unsolvable by any but the most skilled
web rats! In this respect, Odom’s site is blissfully
straightforward: your shopping cart can be accessed at any time from any catalog page. For a
pleasant and colorful on-line shopping experience,
visit Odom’s Orchids and click-click-click!

ATTENTION:
All SDCOS Members
If you have anything orchid related
to sell or trade, place an advertisement in our SDCOS Newsletter.
Monthly, the newsletter is perused
by literally thousands of Orchid Enthusiasts—including someone surely
just waiting for your item.
All you need is to write up the ad (or
Lynn Ford will do it), and the
monthly costs are:
¼ column=$17. ½ column=$28.
½ page=$56. Full page=$112.
A check must be sent to Lynn Ford
(treasurer & Ad person) for the size
you wish (SDCOS, P.O. Box 161020,
San Diego CA, 92176). You can compose your own ad or Lynn will be
happy to help. You then email your
ad to Christopher Croom at batescroom@cox.net. He will check that
we have your money, and then will
run your ad!

Volunteer Library
Assistant Needed!
A library assistant is needed to aid with
SDCOS library acquisitions (entering
books into the library) before the meetings.
If you are free right before each novice
and general meeting and want to help
out with the SDCOS library,
call Genie Hammond at
(619) 426-6831!
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“If only I could grow
Vandas”: Species You
Should Try in San Diego
By Christopher Croom
One of the strange universal truths about orchid growers and orchid growing seems to be
that we always want to grow what we can’t. This
is why tap water growers seem to be drawn to
draculas and masdevallias, why people on the
west coast like vandas (while people on the east
coast like pleutorhallids), why Idahoans would
rather grow Plectrelminthus than pleiones, and
why Oklahomans seem to be drawn towards
Neocogniauxia and Telipogon. We always want
what we can’t have—why people without greenhouses in California ever try to grow Vanilla
(and constantly ask for it at the sales booth) has
always eluded me. (But Genie Hammond is an
expert in this department, so before you try Vanilla, contact her.)
If orchidology is an addiction, and we tend to
want what we can’t have, that may set us up for
disappointments (no, really). Ergo, since so
many people without greenhouses seem to like
vandas in San Diego, I decided to suggest some
species that can handle our cool winters, to
make all you Vanda-lovers more happy. There
is a place for you in San Diego horticulture; you
only need to look for the right plants.
So, here is a list of my favorite vandas that can
endure winters in San Diego in frost-free areas,
when protected from night-time rain :
1. Vanda coerulea
2. Vanda coerulescens
3. Vanda testacea
4. Vanda parviflora
5. Vanda tricolor (including var. suavis)
6. Vanda (Trudelia) cristata

7. Vanda (Trudelia) alpinia
8. Ascocentrum pusillum
9. Vanda den(n)isoniana (?)
10. Vanda brunnea (?)
11. Vanda liouvillei (?)
12. Ascocentrum curvifolium (?)
13. Ascocentrum christensonianum (?)
All of the species without question marks next to them
in parentheses (above) are species I’ve either personally succeeded with, or species that I’ve seen grown
wonderfully outdoors in Southern California orchid
collections. The species with question marks next to
them are all species that are worth trying to grow outdoors (and the closer to the coast you are, the better,
for these ones).
Furthermore, this is the best time of year to try to establish these plants in your outdoor growing environment, because they’re usually being grown in warmer
temperatures. Be aware that #’s 5, 9, 10, & 11 above
are all species that grow up to be very large plants,
and might do better mounted in the crotch of a big
tree in the long run. Also, #’s 1 & 2 are both bluish in
color; #’s 3 & 4 are considered by some to be the same
species (though V. testacea has a much brighter purple lip, while that of V. parviflora is yellowish) and are
very small for vandas; #’s 6 & 7 look very similar to
each other and have un-Vanda-like blooms with
forked lips containing miniscule red hairy protrusions
in the middle; and #8 needs very good quality water,
high humidity, and has small flowers.
For the most part, these orchids are all highly floriferous and incredibly tolerant of poor-quality water; all
of them are rewarding additions for any orchid collection (and can be grown in intermediate greenhouses,
usually, too). Just water them frequently, make sure
they dry out well between waterings (not contradictory if you mount them or use very coarse fir bark
loosely placed in baskets), and they’ll do well for you.
In short, don’t give up on Vandas just because the hothouse-grown Hawaiian and Thai hybrids you’ve gotten your hands on in the past crash every winter!
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ORCHIDS GALORE !!

Granite Hills Orchids

New Catts in bud and bloom

Tom Biggart 619.441.9874
1894 Dehesa Road,
El Cajon, CA 92019

Perfect for fall flowers
Many new ones!
Also, lots of Species
TAKE NOTE OF THIS –

FOR SALE

If you have a plant to trade . . . and
want a spectacular new orchid

MANY DIFFERENT MATURE

BRING IT IN !

VARIETIES OF

PLEASE CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT
760-728-7996

DAVE REID’S

ORCHIDS
WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo
✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $86
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $71)
✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.
✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.
✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $68
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $56)
✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.
Prices and benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections
and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the
third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm.

DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM
PRICES RANGE FROM
$90 ON UP
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
Orchid Growers
Want to upgrade the quality of
your potting mix?
There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite.
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and
uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite
and 1 part bark or coconut chunks.
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes;
small, medium and large.
Are you using De-ionized or
Reverse Osmosis water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically
designed for pure water.
Sunset Valley Orchids
Fred Clarke
1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA 92081
760-639-6255
Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net
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Eating Orchids:
How to Make
Vanilla Sugar
By Christopher Croom
As an orchidist, the only sugar I allow myself to eat (as
a symbolic gesture towards the plants that treat me so
well), is Vanilla sugar. While this may seem like I’m
some kind of sybarite, Vanilla sugar is very cheap to
make, despite the fanciness of its name.
While you can buy it in Penzey’s for ridiculous
amounts of money per ounce, I prefer making my own
Vanilla sugar in order to save on the cost. Vanilla is an
orchid, of course, and the “beans” are actually orchid
seed pods that have been grown to maturity and then
deliberately bruised, heated, and cooled, to make the
flavor (and fragrance) we know and love. Vanilla is the
favorite flavor of ice cream in the U.S.. Motecuhzoma
(Montezuma) drank hot chocolate seasoned with Vanilla every time he visited his harem. Shalimar perfume (over $100 per .25 fluid ounce) uses Vanilla as its
primary fragrance. Vanilla is awesome, and there’s no
reason why you shouldn’t be able to taste it in every
dish you make that calls for sugar—it literally goes with
everything.
So, the recipe is so simple it should be illegal: put Vanilla beans in your sugar jar. That’s it! Cut them into 2
or 3 pieces first, and maybe wait a couple of weeks for
all the sugar to have that hint of Vanilla, but I keep a
couple pieces of Vanilla bean in my 2-gallon sugar jar
all the time—it gets replenished with the 5-lb. bags you
see at the grocery store (Turbinado is the best because
it’s minimally processed, but Vanilla beans will flavor
any kind of sugar).
The best Vanilla is Bourbon Vanilla, and the best place
in the city to buy the beans is probably Vine Ripe market on Fletcher Parkway (in the checkout aisle by the
candy). So go ahead and try Vanilla sugar—you’ll like
it, it makes coffee and tea better, and it can be used in
any recipe requiring regular sugar!!

Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm
1000’s of blooming orchids in our
36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom

Open to the Public
We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024

You are invited to subscribe to…
California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20
Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org
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Saturday morning July 22: set-up and registration 8:00 am–9:30. Judging 9:30–11:00.
Show will open Saturday after judging at approximately 11:00 and close around 4:30.

July 11, 2006
Sunday, July 23: 9:00 am–4:00 pm.
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by
President Genie Hammond. In attendance:
David Brown, Bob Clark, Christopher Croom,
Lynn Ford, Vivian Follmer, Genie Hammond,
Ron Kaufmann, Pam Peters, Naomi Stewart.
Not attending: Esther Sivila.
June Board minutes were approved as
amended.
Treasurer's Report: A motion was made and
seconded to file the Treasurer’s Report for audit.
Vivian Follmer’s appointment to fill the
Fourth Director position for one year was approved by the Board.
Old Business:
At the July 3 general meeting, SDCOS Membership approved the new Board Members for
the July 2006 thru June 2007 term. The officers were sworn in by Jim Wright.
The computer and digital projector will be
purchased by September. Purchase was approved by the general membership at the July
general meeting.
Second-year funding for the CEIBA Conservation project was approved by the general
membership at the July meeting.
Summer (mini) Show schedule at Casa del
Prado, Balboa Park:
Friday night July 21: set-up and plant registration 6:00 pm–8:00 pm.

New business:
The speaker for the August Novice Class will
be Second Vice President David Brown. His
presentation will be an interactive exchange of
information including Questions and Answers.
The speaker for the August general meeting
will be Olaf Gruss discussing phragmipediums. Plant table provider to be determined.
There was a discussion about using local vendors for the plant tables. The Society will continue to fund the plant table as in the past.
If anyone has suggestions for future speakers,
submit to First Vice President Ron Kaufmann
or any Board member.
David Brown will attend the Botanical Garden
Foundation dinner on July 13 representing
SDCOS.
Membership: We are currently at 631 members. An idea to establish membership reciprocity with vendors was discussed.
Web information: Let Ron Kaufmann know if
changes are needed to the SDCOS home page.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM by
President Genie Hammond.
Respectfully submitted,
Pamela B. Peters,
Secretary
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Membership
We invite you to join the San Diego County
Orchid Society! With your membership you
will receive the newsletter and many other
benefits, including a holiday party and a free
orchid at the end of the year!
To join, please send your check for $15 for an
individual membership or $20 for a dual
membership, payable to SDCOS , to:
San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176

DID YOU KNOW that when you get your
SDCOS Newsletter by e-mail, all you have to
do while viewing it with Adobe reader (a
readily available, free download) is press the
“Control” (‘Ctrl’) key and then click on any
hyperlinked items, and you will instantly be
directed to the appropriate websites or e-mail
addresses? This is the primary “interactive”
feature of our newsletter—everything that’s
underlined and in blue print links to someone’s e-mail address or their website. You can
do the same with the online copies of the
newsletter
on
our
website,
www.sdorchids.com. (Try it now, for instance—press the “Control” key, and click on
this link, and your internet browser will automatically open the SDCOS’s internet homepage.) Here is yet another benefit of getting
your Newsletter electronically!

FOR SALE:
Complete greenhouse, 24’ x 36’,
double-wall, with 12’ shade
structure surrounding it. Includes evaporative cooler and
large louvered exhaust fan.
Also available are large commercial shade cloth panels in various sizes.
If interested, contact Genie
Hammond at
(619) 426-6831.

Paphiopedilum delenatii, a warm grower with
handsome mottled and textured leaves, has a
rose-like odor. Grow it in fine fir bark with lots of
water and no direct sunlight, at temperatures
above 60˚. Photo courtesy of Andy’s Orchids.
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
I hope you’re all staying cool this month, and that you’re being vigilant about the possibility of sunburn
and heat damage in your orchid collection as the mercury rises. There are even some orchids that start to
rot when they get wet above a certain temperature (like thelymitras, for instance—we’re learning this lesson the hard way right now, even though most of the orchids we’re used to rot when they get wet below
certain temperatures). Luckily, unless you’re going to extreme lengths to find weird orchids, “cold + wet”
usually leads to rotting, rather than “warm + wet.” And, speaking of equations, do you know what happens
to your orchids when they experience “warm + bright (+ low humidity)”? Chances are, most of your plants
will need more water and/or shade under these summery conditions, and perhaps even more humidity if
you live in East County.
Humidity can be increased by using humidity trays, using swamp coolers or humidifiers, and improving
the microclimate of your orchids by keeping them close to many other plants, or growing them over a concrete slab that releases moisture throughout the day after you water your plants.
While a few folks swear that the humidity levels in their houses are better than
Contact Information:
those outside, this is universally never true, unless you’re running a humidifier
Christopher Croom
in every room and have vapor barriers under the drywall to prevent rot. Even if
you live in drier areas of the county, your outdoor humidity levels will still be
(619) 583-3804
better than indoor humidity levels (unless of course, you have a greenhouse).
Happy Growing!
batescroom@cox.net
-CC

