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Purpose: To promote interest in orchids and their
cultivation, to educate by exchanging information and
experiences related to successful orchid culture, and to
support the conservation of orchids in the wild.
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HOLIDAY PARTY
December 5, 6:00 PM– Casa Del Prado Room 104

The December Novice and General Meetings are canceled so that we can celebrate
the holidays during our special, annual
Orchid Society event. Join us on December 5th at 6:00 for a potluck and orchid
swap. All members are welcome to bring
one guest.

RSVPS:
Please RSVP to: Lynn Ford at lynnford@earthlink.net
or (619) 283-4172 or Genie Hammond at
geniesparkvieworchids@netzero.com or
(619) 426-6831
Potluck Assignments:
Since this is a potluck, we ask that each
member bring a dish. Make sure to bring
serving utensils and appropriate condiments for your dish, too. Food assignments are according to the first letter of
your last name:
A-H
I-M
N-S
T-Z

appetizers
salads
main dishes
desserts

Orchid Plant Swap
The gift plant swap is a pleasant way to
enjoy the festivities. Bring an orchid

plant with your name (and the plant’s
name) attached to it and clearly showing.
No pots, stakes, books, or other orchid supplies will be allowed for trade; just bring
orchids (potted, basketed, or mounted—no
bareroot plants, please). Here is how the
plant swap works: one person is selected by
the President to start the ball rolling, and
they go to the table and choose the orchid
gift they like best. The person whose name
is on the plant they chose is called up, and
then that person picks a plant. The name of
the person whose plant they selected is
called to choose a plant, and so on, and so
on. The nicest plants are always picked first,
so if you want to optimize your choices,
bring something special! The nicer the
plant, the better your choices will be from
the remaining gifts. If you don’t go home
with something nice from this event, it’s
your own fault! Your present has to be nice
enough that someone will want to pick it.
And when they do, it’s your turn to select a
plant! Also, all SDCOS members will
receive a free orchid plant to show
our appreciation for your membership.
Volunteers are needed to help set up and
take down tables (setup begins at 4:30) , so
please call Genie at (619) 426-6831 if you
have time to lend a hand!!
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Board of Directors
President:
First VP:
Second VP:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Membership:
Directors:

Genie Hammond
Ron Kaufmann
David Brown
Lynn Ford
Pam Peters
Bob Clark
Vivian Follmer
Christopher Croom
Naomi Stewart
Esther Sivila

Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first
Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:
6:30 p.m., Room 104
General Meeting:
7:30 p.m., Room 101

Newsletter Entries
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related
to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

SDCOS Historian Needed!
Are you looking for an opportunity to volunteer for your favorite botanical organization?
After Ben Hardy’s unfortunate passing, the
SDCOS is in need of a new Historian to keep a
very basic record of what we do every year.
Please call Genie Hammond at 619-426-6831 if
you are interested in becoming the new Historian.

Back Issues—AOS Bulletin
Back issues of the AOS Bulletin have
been donated to benefit the
Conservation Committee budget.
Please check with Peter Tobias
tobias@scripps.edu or www.sdorchids.com
for pricing and to see what is available.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the December newsletter must be
submitted by November 15th.

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Pots and Supplies
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower
Local Supplier – save shipping charges
Apex 14-14-14Slow Release Fertilizer
50# and 10#

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com
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Orchid Dates to Remember
December 2-3, 10 a.m.— 4 p.m.
Casa de las Orquideas Open House
170 S. Nardo Ave, Solana Beach
(858) 755-7572 or casa@orquideas.com
December 2, 9 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
December 4, 7:00 p.m.
Quail Botanical Gardens Judging Center
First Monday of the month
December 5, 6 p.m.
Annual SDCOS Holiday Party
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
RSVP to: Lynn Ford at lynnford@earthlink.net or(619) 283-4172 or Genie
Hammond at
geniesparkvieworchids@netzero.com or
(619) 426-6831
December 6
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Women’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228
December 12, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Second Tuesday of the month
Balboa Park
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
December 15
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306
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December 16-25
Singapore Garden Festival & Orchid
Show
www.singaporegardenfestival.com/
December 20
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of the
month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Women's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355
January 23-27., 2008
19th World Orchid Conference and
Show
Miami, Florida
www.19woc.com
If you have any announcements that you
would like included in the “Dates to Remember” section of the newsletter, please e-mail
batescroom@cox.net

WOW!!
20% OFF!!
Help us reduce our inventory
to make room for new varieties.
Great Catts in bud and bloom
for Thanksgiving and Christmas!
Sherrybaby in bud
and beautiful plants.
PLEASE CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT
760-728-7996

DAVE REID’S

ORCHIDS
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ORCHID THOUGHTS
AND WONDERINGS
Dateline.....November 14, 2006
From your fearless Winter Show Chairperson, Tom Biggart
Well, it seems like almost yesterday when we
finished the Fall Show in the Park. It certainly carries many fond memories for me. I
feel like I know so many of you so much better now. I'm really looking forward to the
next big event .... which is.... The Winter Show
in the Park! Aren't you supprised that it is
almost time for that event? I sure am! Time
goes by quickly when one is having as much
fun as we are doing orchid shows! Maybe we

Volunteer Library
Assistant Needed!

could do one each month (only kidding!). The
Fall Show in the Park was full of Cattleyas
with hardly any Phals, Paphs, or species. I
wonder if the trend will be reversed for the
Winter Show in the Park? Maybe we'll have
a plethora of Cymbidiums. Who knows! Be
sure to attend and see which genera will be the
winner!!! Should we have a contest? Alas,
I digress! Keep in mind that this wonderful
event will take place in our meeting room on
January 20 and 21. Keep you eyes on your
plants and start grooming them.
Your friend in orchiding,
Tom

Casa de Las Orquideas
Open House!
December 2 & 3
10 AM to 4 PM

A library assistant is needed to aid
with SDCOS library acquisitions
(entering books into the library)

With: Islander Delights
Andy’s Orchids
The Rowland Collection

170 S. Nardo Ave
Solana Beach, CA 92075
(858) 755-7572
Watch our website
for details - www.orquideas.com

before the meetings.
If you are free right before each novice and
general meeting and want to help out with
the SDCOS library,
call Genie Hammond at
(619) 426-6831!

You are invited to subscribe to…
California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20
Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Bob Hodges (619) 461-4915
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297

San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 426-6831
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175

Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”

Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503

Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming size,
established species are what we do best!

Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804

Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new
and unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s
orchid growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or
email us and we will send our latest issue.

Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride in
our reputation for selling a well-established plant
and will replace it if you are not satisfied upon
receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips

San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235

734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
Email: speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
Web address: www.AndysOrchids.com
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SDCOS Holiday Party
Tuesday, December 5, 6:00 p.m.
Potluck Dinner and Orchid Plant Exchange.
Members are welcome to bring one guest.
RSVP at the November 7 meeting or contact
Lynn Ford at lynnford@earthlink.net
or (619) 283-4172 or Genie Hammond at
geniesparkvieworchids@netzero.com or
(619) 426-6831

Food assignments for members are:
A-H appetizers
I-M salads
N-S main dishes
T-Z desserts

Orchid Growers
Want to upgrade the quality of
your potting mix?
There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite.
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and
uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite
and 1 part bark or coconut chunks.
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes;
small, medium and large.
Are you using De-ionized or
Reverse Osmosis water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically
designed for pure water.

An orchid plant will be given away to each member.

Sunset Valley Orchids
Fred Clarke
1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA 92081
760-639-6255
Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

Membership

Granite Hills Orchids

We invite you to join the San Diego County Orchid Society! With your membership you will
receive the newsletter and many other benefits,
including a holiday party and a free orchid at
the end of the year!
To join, please send your check for $15 for an
individual membership or $20 for a dual membership, payable to SDCOS , to:

Tom Biggart 619.441.9874
1894 Dehesa Road,
El Cajon, CA 92019
FOR SALE
MANY DIFFERENT MATURE

San Diego County Orchid Society

VARIETIES OF

P.O. Box 161020

DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM

San Diego, CA 92176

PRICES RANGE FROM

For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com.

$90 ON UP
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
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ORCHID
SUPPLIES!
WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK
FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS
CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS
HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS

AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM
WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST
DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!
Or contact us at

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo
✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $86

Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm
1000’s of blooming orchids in our
36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom

Open to the Public
We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024

FANTASTIC !!
Orchid Book Collection for Sale !!

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $71)
✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.
✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.
✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $68

Books on Masdevallias, Dendrobiums,
Oncidiums, Phalaenopsis, Odonts, Oncidiums, Orchids of Africa, of Papua
New Guinea, and many, many more.
The majority are in EXCELLENT condition and prices are LOW!!
For a detailed list, contact Greg or
Marcie at (619) 667-9305,

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $56)
✔ For one adult.

Or via e-mail at gjh22@cox.net

✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.
Prices and benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections
and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the
third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm.

Correction: Steve Mallory did not win any ribbons at the last SDCOS (Fall) show. His Cattleya
was beautiful, but was not a ribbon-winning plant.
The SDCOS Newsletter regrets the error.
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Ascocentrum pusillum: Yet
Another Outdoor-Growing
Vanda
By Christopher
Croom
This rare miniature species Vanda from Taiwan
is a delightful addition
to any orchid collection,
especially since you can
put it virtually anywhere in your yard as
long as it doesn’t get full
sun during the hottest
hours of the day.
The whole plant is no
more than 2 1/2” in height
when blooming size, and
given the right conditions, it
looks like a tiny A. garayi
with blooms that look more
like those from A. ampullaceum.
The Ascocentrum genus only
contains about 6-7 members,
depending on which taxonomist you speak with, and this
is the only one that can reliably be grown outdoors in
southern California yearround.
Like all members of the Vanda alliance, this
plant does not like to get wet when temperatures get cool, and especially doesn’t like to get
wet at night in winter, so make sure you grow it
in a sheltered location. Also, it does best

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

mounted on local chaparral hardwood with a
small amount of green moss, and appreciates
copious amounts of water for most of the year,
as many Vanda-alliance orchids do.
While the 3/8” blooms
of this plant might not
peak your interest, it
should if you love
Vandas. The tiny
blooms of this plant,
although cuppy, look
like little pink birds
with pollinia for eyes,
and look exactly like
the gorgeous, exotic
blooms we think of
when we think of orchids, but on a much
smaller scale.
So, if you live in a frostfree area and are moping
because you can’t grow
Vandas the way they do in
Florida and Hawaii, give
this miniature a try! It is
floriferous, easy to care for
(despite its reputation),
and caring for it will make
you 1/6th of the way towards becoming an expert
on the genus Ascocentrum!
This species has a reputation for being difficult to
grow, so buy an established plant, and give it
good quality water. Besides this, and protecting it from nocturnal winter rains, Ascocentrum pusillum is actually quite easy, so give it
a try!
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San Diego County Orchid
Society Minutes

one guest. Members should make reservations
by calling Genie or Lynn Ford.

November 14, 2006

Food assignments: A-H appetizers, I-M salads,
N-S main dishes, T-Z desserts

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM
by President Genie Hammond. Attending
were David Brown, Bob Clark, Christopher
Croom, Vivian Follmer, Lynn Ford, Ron
Kaufmann, Pam Peters, Esther Sivila, and
Naomi Stewart. Also attending were Loren
Batchman, Charlie Fouquette, Sue Fouquette, Steve Mallory, and Ramona Wilson.

New Business:
Complaints about the cats brought to the meeting. It is against Park rules to have nonworking animals in the building.

The new Membership roster should be in the
mail this week.

Show Meeting:
After reviewing all theme names that
were submitted for the show, Orchids:
Varied Treasures was selected by majority vote.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 by the President.

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela B. Peters

Loren will make a flyer with the $1-off
coupon to hand out at the December 2nd
open houses.

Board Meeting: Old Business:
October Minutes were approved.

Secretary

Mark Your Calendars!!!!
SDCOS 61st Annual Show

“Orchids:
Treasurer’s report: October Balance Sheet
was approved and will be filed for audit.

October (Fall) Mini Show Balance Sheet –
net profit was $1453.60.

Varied Treasures”
will take place on
March 23-25,2007
at the Scottish Rite Center,

Holiday party Tuesday, December 5:
4:30 Set-up
6:00 Party starts. Each member can bring

1895 Camino Del Rio S0uth, San
Diego, CA 92108
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
I hope you’re enjoying the holiday season, and that you realize that it will be that much more enjoyable
for you if you attend the annual SDCOS Holiday Pot Luck. There is always more food and wine than people can eat or drink there, and every SDCOS member gets a free plant. Also, there is an orchid swap that
takes place that allows members to trade orchids with other members (see pg. 1). The prettier the plant
you bring in, the more likely you will be able to trade for something unusual and interesting that you’d like
to try. And again, all members in attendance get a free plant in addition to the orchid swap!
Also, remember that during regular meetings and (mini-) shows, pets are not allowed in our meeting
rooms, including dogs and cats, unless they’re assistance animals. Moreover, make sure you remain silent
during general meetings, instead of rudely talking in the back of the room like David and I do. We have
not been setting the best example lately.

Contact Information:
Christopher Croom
(619) 583-3804
batescroom@cox.net

Brace yourselves for the upcoming Winter Show in the Prado, and also mark off
March 23-25, 2007, in your calendars, because these are the dates for the 61st
annual SDCOS Show in the Scottish Rite Center.
Furthermore, make sure you’re watering in the morning and protecting rotsensitive plants from evening moisture.
Happy Growing!
-Christopher

