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San Diego County Orchid Society 

Minutes of the Board of Directors Regular Meeting 

May 4, 2017 

 

Summary 

 

Attendees: 

Scott LaBouff, Kay Klausing, Tom Ketelaar, Bob Clark, Carol Kerr, Carey McCoy and Bruce Berg.  Carol 

Berg and Debby Halliday were not present - excused absent.  Also in attendance was SDCOS member, 

Myra DeTate. 

 

The meeting was held at Balboa Park - Casa Del Prado Building, Room 104.  The call to order came at 

7:11 P.M. by Scott LaBouff, President. 

 

Secretary’s Report: - Tom Ketelaar 

April 2017 Board meeting minutes had been approved via email.  The General membership meeting 

was held on Tuesday, May 2 when the nomination slate for the approaching annual elections was 

presented to the membership.  The General membership meeting minutes have been filed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: - Carol Berg 

Although not being physically present Carol provided the March financial report.  Some of the revenue 

and expense accounts for the Spring Show have not yet been reconciled; a finalized report for the 

financial results of that show will be provided once they are tabulated.  Scott made a motion to file the 

report.  The motion was seconded and passed. 

 

Membership Report: - Bob Clark 

Membership for the month ending April 30, 2017 was 349. 

 

2017 Spring Show Review:  

A request is made of the membership for suggestions on how to get better show exposure to 

prospective attendees.  For more membership participation with marketing efforts, the membership will 

be presented with resources, demonstrations, and suggestions on how to use social media and other 

resources to target prospective show attendees through social groups, neighborhoods, clubs, etc. in an 

effort to increase show attendance. 

 

*********************************************************************************** 

- Blue item – 

 

A Spring Show Committee wrap-up meeting had been held on April 22, 2017.  One of the items 

discussed was to offer show vendors an opportunity to voice their suggestions for show improvements 

and marketing efforts.  That meeting date is yet to be determined.  Scott has received a commitment 

from contacts he has made who wish to help with better marketing of the shows; Kay is pursuing 

contacts he has to assist with marketing efforts.  Once these resources are confirmed as more details 

on how their assistance will be offered, the Board will be informed and information to be made public 
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will be decided.  Marketing means to enliven and brighten up items such as the website, public 

announcements, adding more color and pizzazz, social media, etc. will all be reviewed and forthcoming.  

 

– Blue item - 

 

*********************************************************************************** 

 

President’s Items: 

1.  The Master Gardener Association of San Diego County (MGA of SDC) coordinator is requesting 

SDCOS make presentations to their membership at future MG (MGS of SDC) seminars.  Debby Halliday 

has already committed to one of these presentations and Scott will continue to follow-up on these 

activities. 

 

2.  As previously published SDCOS participated at the Coronado Flower Show on April 8-9.  It was a 

great success and the SDCOS booth was overflowing with interested attendees many of whom were 

delighted to see the orchids back at the show.  Many of the SDCOS stellar volunteers were also present 

to share their knowledge, smiles, assistance, answering questions, passing out bookmarks and 

marketing postcards, and promoting our organization and meetings.  Many of the Coronado show 

attendees were made aware of our shows, website, and activities to help them further and expand 

their orchid hobbies.  SDCOS has been invited to participate in the 2018 Coronado Flower Show.  A 

different, larger, wired and more centrally located position on the grounds is anticipated for 2018. 

 

3.  On May 27th “Fiesta Botanica: Celebrating Balboa Park’s Plants & Gardens” will take place on the 

Prado from 10:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.  Setup will take place from 8:00 – 9:30 A.M.  It is a community 

outreach for all SDBGF (San Diego Botanical Garden Foundation) clubs presented by the Balboa Park 

Conservancy in partnership with the City of San Diego Park & Recreation department.  The SDCOS 

application to participate has been accepted.  There is no cost to attend, a canopy, tables, and chairs 

are provided.  Scott will send out an email blast reminder to the membership prior to this event’s date 

and to seek volunteers for the event. 

 

4.  The SDBGF has approved storage space in room 104 for a rolling book case to hold the Helmut 

Rohrl library and other society books.  The activity of having the library case and books present at the 

monthly meetings continues to be in the planning process.  In addition the opportunity of obtaining 

another bookcase previously used by another organization has arisen and Scott is pursuing that 

possibility also. 

 

5.  Jack Schaefer was all smiles and very appreciative for being awarded the Life Membership at the 

May General meeting.  He shared a couple of stories about his experiences and how the previous 

webmaster’s relocation led to Jack’s temporary-tentative take over position as webmaster that turned 

in to a learning experience. 

 

6.  Scott reminds the membership that because the July Fourth holiday for 2017 is a Tuesday, the July 

General meeting will take place on Monday, July 3rd at the normal location and time. 
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7.  The Board was presented with a request to have the Society donate and support an AOS sponsored 

trophy/award.  The implications and ramifications of present and future requests of agreeing to commit 

the Society’s funds to these types of requests were discussed.  Tom Ketelaar made a motion the 

request to commit the funds be passed upon and the Society not proceed with the request.  The 

motion was seconded and approved. 

 

8.  SDCOS storage needs space arrangements may be changing.  Other storage space in the near 

vicinity of the current El Cajon facility has been located.  Scott and Bruce will be looking further into the 

alternative location and reviewing the rental fees, hours of availability, access, security issues, etc. 

 

*********************************************************************************** 

- Blue items –  

 

A)  Scott had another discussion with Nick Dibble of “SpinGo” regarding the disappointment with 

results of the show marketing campaign.  Scott is awaiting his reply. 

 

B)  Scott is working with Leigh-Anne Anderson, former publicist for the Santa Barbara International 

Orchid Show to obtain her assistance in publicizing our shows. 

 

C)  The SDFA (San Diego Floral Association) has a continuous ad in the SDCOS monthly newsletter.  

Scott is consulting with the SDFA for reciprocal ad space in the California Gardens magazine. More 

information will follow once decisions have been made. 

 

– Blue items - 

 

*********************************************************************************** 

 

First Vice-President Items: - Kay Klausing 

1.  Information for the June speaker, presentation topic, and plant table provider will be presented by 

Kay in the June newsletter. 

 

Second Vice-President Items:  

1.  Although Debby was not physically present, she informed Scott and Kay that the Culture Class 

presenter for the June meeting will be David Brown.  Debby will be providing more details in the June 

newsletter as to topic. 

 

Directors-at Large Items: - Carol Kerr and Carey McCoy 

Carol Kerr: 

1.  Carol emphasized how important it is to settle upon a theme for the 2018 Spring Show.  The more 

lead time available the better for all.  In the past the name and theme of the annual spring show was 

voted upon at the July General Membership meeting.  Carol suggested that the date of this vote may 

be adjusted to give further time to get things rolling earlier for the next show.  She suggested that 

mention to the membership be made at the next General Meeting to get thinking about show themes 

and names.  Also, Carol made a suggestion to get word out to the membership for artists, friends or 
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relatives of SDCOS members who are artists, and others who may wish to submit designs for show 

marketing ideas.  It takes time to get notices, announcements, contacts, etc. out through the proper 

channels; the earlier the machinery gets rolling the better. 

 

Carey McCoy: 

1.  Carey has been speaking and will be continuing to speak at some local clubs/organizations where 

she gives mention about SDCOS activities while she is providing information about gardening and 

orchids. 

 

2.  She plans to arrange the speakers for the July “Orchids in the Park” show but may need to 

reconsider future commitments for arranging future speakers.  At this time Carey plans to continue 

with the task of refreshments coordinator; she stated the refreshments budget continues to run under 

budget while refreshments at meetings continue to be enjoyed by all. 

 

3.  Carey and Bruce continue with the planning for this year’s San Diego County Fair.  This year the 

fair’s theme is “Where the West is Fun” and this theme will be used throughout the fair’s marketing.  

Carey presented some of the preliminary sketches for the SDCOS display with the theme of “Happy 

Trails”; some of the ideas to be incorporated were discussed.  During this session of Carey’s 

presentation, Bruce also shared ideas taking shape.  Ideas, suggestions, material, etc. are requested of 

the membership; if you have any of the foregoing, have questions, need more information, etc. contact 

Carey or Bruce.  

 

Past President Items: - Bruce Berg 

1.  In the June newsletter Bruce will provide more information and details about participation in and 

available awards at this year’s San Diego County Fair.  The entry deadline is Friday, May 12th.  Exhibits 

will take place from June 2nd through July 4th for a total of twenty-six days. 

 

2.  At the fair this year SDCOS will be presenting ‘potting demonstrations’, ‘meet-and-greets’, will have 

volunteers present to answer questions the show attendees may have regarding orchids and their 

culture, passing out bookmarks and postcards, and much more.  Membership is reminded that ideas, 

comments, volunteers, materials, etc. are always welcome. 

 

3.  Scott requested that Bruce be present at the fair to make the awards presentations to the orchid 

sponsored awards winners.  Bruce stated he would be honored to do so and agreed. 

 

3.  Due to health and personal issues Bruce will be stepping aside as the “Orchids in the Park” show 

coordinator.  He will not be chairing and coordinating the July show, however, he plans to be available 

as the transition teams take shape. 

 

4.  Bruce stated the next meeting of the SDCOS Finance Committee is scheduled for Sunday, May 14th, 

10:00 A.M. at the Berg’s residence.  SDCOS members are always welcome to attend; if interested 

contact the SDCOS President. 
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Scheduled Date for the next Board Meeting: 

Thursday, June 1, 2017, at 7:00 P.M. – Balboa Park - Casa Del Prado building, Room 104.  This 

meeting will be taking place prior to the June General Meeting. 

 

Meeting Adjournment:  8:50 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tom Ketelaar, Secretary 


