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DECEMBER NOVICE MEETING
CANCELLED

DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING
CANCELLED

WHEN IS THE NEXT MEETING?
By Michael Orser
The SDCOS is having the annual holiday party. We'll get things back to normal in January
2004. Don't forget, December is the time of the year we get to be with our family and loved
ones, so put on your smiles and have faith!. This will prove to be a warm and happy occasion
for all!

HOLIDAY PARTY
Tuesday, December 2nd, 2003
By Ivan J. Harrison, Vice President
The General meeting has been cancelled in lieu of the Holiday Party, which will start at 6:00
pm. This year we are reverting back to the way it used to be – pot luck and members only. We
do understand that many of you would like to bring a guest; actually most of us would.
However, given the occupancy limitations of the meeting room, it is just not feasible, and we
ask everyone to respect our inability to accommodate guests.
Hopefully, each and every one of you received the party invitation in the mail. If you did not,
this is how it is going to work:
The SDCOS will provide wine, coffee and punch, as well as glasses, plates and cutlery
Members whose last name begins with the letters A through N should bring an appetizer
or hors d’oeuvres, or even a small entrée if you would like
Members whose last name begins with the letters O through Z should bring a dessert
Each member present will receive an orchid plant courtesy of SDCOS. Members who
do not attend the party will not be due a plant at the January meeting!
We will be having a gift exchange as in previous years. The idea is that those who wish to
participate in this fun activity bring in an orchid, flowering or not, with a tag bearing the name
of the plant and your name. Someone who has brought a plant is chosen by Gary to pick a
plant from all those on the stage. The owner of the plant he/she picks, gets to choose next
(hence the importance of putting your name and the name of the plant on the pot). Therefore,
the better the plant you bring in, the quicker it will be chosen and the greater choice you will
have to take home a fabulous plant. This is for individuals, so husbands and wives can each
bring a plant if they would like.
We will also have on show the entries for the photo or painting to represent the theme “Orchids,
California Style” at the Annual SDCOS Show in March. Each of you will be able to cast your
vote. This actually means that if you have something that did not reach a Board member by
last Tuesday, the cut-off date, you still have an opportunity to bring in your entry.
And last, but not least, thanks to all who came to the November meeting and made our first
annual auction so much fun. Not only were there some terrific plants on sale, but we raised
$5,000 for the Society – not bad in one evening!
See you all on December 2nd.
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Members and Advertisers
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of
interest, or announcements related to orchids, to be
considered for publication in the upcoming December
issue, please contact us by November 15th.
You are encouraged to contact the editor by either email or
phone from 2 pm to 8 pm only, Michael Orser at
619.269.3445 or editor@sdorchids.com
Advertisers: please contact Marjorie Kuhlmann at
858.675.0885 or kuhlmann@utm.net under the same
deadline as in bold above.

The San Diego County Orchid Society
BOARD MEMBERS
President
First VP
Second VP
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Parliamentarian
Directors 2001-2004
2002-2005
2003-2006

Gary Pierwola
Ivan Harrison
Lynn Ford
Romy Reyes
Barbie Mays
Genie Hammond
Bob Clark
David Graham
Charlie Fouquette
Sam De Maria

OUR PURPOSE: To promote interest in orchids and their
cultivation, to educate by exchanging information and
experiences related to successful orchid culture, and to
support the conservation of orchids in the wild.
SDCOS meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month
at Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park. We invite you to join
the society to receive the monthly newsletter and many
other benefits.
6:30 pm, Room 104
7:30 pm, Room 101

If you would like to join the society, please send your
check for $10* for individual, $12.50 for Dual
membership, payable to SDCOS, to: Vivian Folmer,
SDCOS Membership, 13127 Roundup, SanDiego, CA
92129. Telephone: 858.538.6187, email:
vfollmer@hotmail.com
*1/2 price January first through June thirtieth
SDCOS Newsletter

January 3-4
Peninsula Orchid Society Show, Community Activities
Building, 1400 Roosevelt, Redwood City, CA. Contact:
Rene Biggs, 1051 Riverton Dr., San Carlos, CA 94070;
650.593.4793
January 24
*San Diego County Cymbidium Society Annual Orchid
Auction, Woman’s Club of Carlsbad, 3320 Monroe St.,
Carlsbad, CA. Contact: Warren Stehle, 3140 Canyon
St., Carlsbad, CA 90008; 760.729.0467;
sstehle@msn.com
February 5-8
Fascination of Orchids, South Coast Plaza, Crate &
Barrel Wing, 3333 Bear St., Costa Mesa, CA. Contact:
Roberta Fox, 2153 San Michel Dr. E #C, Costa Mesa,
CA 92627; roberta@orchidcentral.net;
www.foshow.com

SAN DIEGO COUNTY ORCHID SOCIETY

Beginner's Class:
General Meeting:

U P C O M I N G
CALIFORNIA EVENTS

February 7-8
Santa Cruz Orchid Society Annual Show, Soquel High
School, 401 Old San Jose Road, Soquel, CA. Contact:
Cheryl Wagner, 91 Mountain View Rd., Santa Cruz, CA
95065; 831.457.8393
March 5-7
Five Cities Orchid Society Show, South County
Regional Center, 800 W. Branch St., Arroyo Grande,
CA. Contact: Rosemary Bradshaw, 1656 La Mirada Dr.,
Nipomo, CA 93444; 805.929.1791;
orchidlady@earthlink.net
March 12-14
Malihini Orchid Society Show, Vallco Fashion Park,
10123 N. Wolfe Rd., Cupertino, CA. Contact: Barry
Zimmerman, 685 Stirling Dr., Milptas, CA 95035;
408.262.5782
March 19-21
59th Annual Santa Barbara International Orchid Show,
Santa Barbara Orchid Estate, 1250 Orchid Drive, Santa
Barbara, CA 93111, phone 805.967.1284
March 26-28
San Diego County Orchid Society Show, Scottish Rite
Temple, 1895 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego, CA.
Contact: Ivan Harrison, 9112 Northcote Rd., Santee,
CA 92071; 619.448.3312; phragmania@cox.net
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So Cal Wildfires Update
By Michael Orser
Photos by Ivan Harrison
Many of us in Southern California will have a hard time
forgetting the wildfires that ravaged the 3000+ homes,
properties, and not to forget the landscape, this past month.
During that time, I had to drive back and forth between
Pasadena and San Diego, to visit my grandmother; I could
not help but notice the devastation. My dear Nicole (my
wife) had about with the smogke and her asthma did not
help, even though we stayed inside as those hazardous days
of air quality passed. I spoke with a couple of members
regarding the effects of what had happened, and here is
what I heard:
Dave Reid, of Dave Reid’s Orchids, said it was a close call.
They were evacuated, but fortunately, they and their
property suffered no direct fire damage.
I was told Tom and Ramona Wilson, of Islander Delight
Orchids, lost their orchids and business to the fire.
Fortunately, no one was hurt. They were unavailable for
comment.
Dave and Barbie Mays had an experience trying to escape
the fires. They were with the Sheriffs while trying to
evacuate. One of the Sheriffs' vehicles caught on fire.
The 1800-acre wildlife preserve called The San Diego Wild
Animal Park suffered no wildfire damage. They and the
San Diego Zoo did close their gates for a day for hazardous
air quality reasons.
Leno and Edith Galvan, of Crest Orchids, were at the mini
show when they learned the Crest Wildfire was nearing
their home. They left the show with their plants before the
show had ended. They were stopped by the Sheriffs, and
were told their neighborhood was being evacuated. The
Galvans did not get to return for three days. They suffered
a very close call when the fires reached within ten feet from
their property line. Most all of their neighbors had property
damage. “It was an eerie feeling, like what you see in the
movies,” said Edith.
I was also told that Anthony and Pat Ulm may have suffered
damage, but I was unable to reach them when I called.
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2003 APPROVED ORCHID AOS awards its prestigious
CONSERVATION GRANTS Orchid Conservation
by Lynn Ford
AWARD to the SDCOS
The San Diego County Orchid Society has just received
the coveted American Orchid Society Award for orchid
and orchid habitat conservation. We are the only Orchid
Society to win this award during the last five or six years,
in the United States. Our small conservation committee
was authorized by the SDCOS Board in 1990 to direct
our membership's conservation efforts. Each year individuals
and conservation programs, literally all over the world, write
to the SDCOS requesting grant monies - and every year
the conservation committee with the help of many
volunteers, asks members to donate plants, takes care of
those plants, and sells those plants at local orchid shows.
Every cent of the money raised is distributed to approved
conservation grants.

By Peter Tobias

Any member of the SDCOS is welcome to join the
conservation committee to meet and discuss all applications
received requesting grant monies.
On November 1, 2003, the following grant applications
were investigated, discussed and approved.

I hope all of our members take pride in this award. My
most sincere thanks to all those who have donated plants,
sold plants, bought plants, and otherwise supported the
activities of the Conservation Committee. Hopefully, this
recognition will enable us to expand our activities bigger
and better than ever. Hip-Hip-Hooray !

It's time to start repotting your orchids!!!

GRANITE HILLS ORCHIDS

I recently received this email from Al Svoboda, Chair, AOS
Conservation Committee:
‘The AOS Conservation Committee voted unanimously
and the Board of Trustees approved awarding a first class
AOS Conservation Award to the San Diego County Orchid
Society in recognition of the work performed by their
Conservation Committee. This prestigious award is granted
for their support of research and in-situ conservation and
habitat protection.’

Tom Biggart, Owner and Head Grower
1894 Dehesa Road, El Cajon, CA 92019

Tired of poor quality orchid bark?
Try

Maidenwell Diatomite

Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in Australia, heated
to 1400 degrees, then
uniformly graded in two ideal sizes —
medium for mature plants, fine for seedlings.

Cochlioda rosea-Long sprays of lovely pink
one-inch flowers $20.00
Check out our website in
progress..www.granitehillsorchids.com
Greenhouse open by appointment only
Call 619.441.9874

Mix Maidenwell Diatomite 50/50 with perlite. This
mix flows easily into the pot, settles firmly around
roots with little or no compaction needed. Will not
decompose, so roots stay healthy. Watering
frequency & fertilization are the same as with bark.

Got
Phals?

Maidenwell Diatomite is available in
1.5 cu ft bags medium/small $20.00 each.
at:

Sunset Valley Orchids
1255 Navel Place • Vista, CA 92083
Weekends or by appointment 760.639.6255
E-mail: fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

SDCOS Newsletter
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SDCOS Conservation Grant Awardees 2003
By Peter Tobias
The SDCOS Conservation Committee met on Nov.1,
2003 and recommends the following grants:
1. The Trade in Terrestrial Orchid Tubers Across the Southern
Highlands of Tanzania. Tim Davenport, Southern
Highlands Conservation Program, Wildlife Conservation
Society, Bronx, NY A vast illegal trade in terrestrial orchid
tubers from the southern highlands of Tanzania to Zambia
was first investigated and documented by the Wildlife
Conservation Society in 2001. Known as ‘Chikanda’, orchid
tubers are a culinary delicacy in Zambia. This trade threatens
the continued existence of more than 80 species in the genera
Disa, Habenaria, and Satyricum. This project will identify
the species and areas of Tanzania most impacted by
harvesting. The results will allow conservation prioritization
of areas most affected by the trade and enable appropriate
management leading to safeguarding orchids for the future.
Total amount requested and recommended = $3,600.00
2. Distribution and Ecology of Cloud Forest Orchids in the
Kosnipata Valley of Southeastern Peru. Caroline Douglas,

Amazon Conservation Association, Washington, DC. The
Amazon Conservation Foundation proposes to conduct
an inventory of orchid species found on 9000 acres of
protected cloud forest property. The study region is the
buffer zone for Manu National Park, a world heritage site
in Peru. A decent inventory of orchids with their
distribution is essential for further protection of the site.
The funds requested will be used to provide a small stipend,
room and board, and a few supplies for a Peruvian student
to carry out the proposed work. The Amazon Conservation
Association will manage the overall project and provide
for orchid identifications as needed. Total amount requested
and recommended = $2,500.00
3. Orchid Conservation by Local Residents in Madagascar
Through Direct Reintroduction at Ranomafana National
Park. M.M. From and T. Gouveia, Henry Doorly Zoo,
Omaha, NE. Madagascar is one of the world’s most
important centers of biodiversity and Ranomafana National
Park is one of five sites scheduled to be designated as a
World Heritage Site in the coming year. Since 2000, seed
samples collected in the park have been grown at the Henry
...continued on next two pages

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY

CONTINENT
AL AGENCY
CONTINENTAL
!
!
!

3642 Enterprise, San Diego

(Near Pacific Hwy
& Barnett)
Since 1928 - A San Diego Tradition of Excellence
SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY
ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY
Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday
12755 Danielson Court, Poway

Licensed Customhouse Broker
Door to Door Service
Just 5 minutes from LAX

We provide prompt, reliable and experienced Import
personnel to assist you in bringing in orchids from
anywhere in the world.
Located in the SAME BUILDING COMPLEX as the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, we can closely track your shipment
through CITES and Phytosanitary inspection process.

619.224.8271

ORCHID POTS & SUPPLIES

Speed up transit time for perishable orchids, cut down on your
costs. And make it easier for YOU.

Nursery/decorative/clear
Highest quality plastic
Hangers, perlite, fertilizer
Low prices

Ask for Ted or Monica. We have many happy San Diego
customers. Ask us for references!

CONTINENTAL AGENCY
CALAVO GARDENS PALM PACIFICA ORCHIDS
ESTHER SIVILA
4044 CALAVO DRIVE
2220 WAILEA WAY
LA MESA
SAN DIEGO
619.660.9810
619.429.0789
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Doorly Zoo. The project is a collaborative effort of the
Henry Doorly Zoo and two Malagasy conservation
organizations, along with a Malagasy graduate student and
local townspeople. The project requests funding to
reintroduce seedlings propagated at the Henry Doorly Zoo
and to set up methods for monitoring the success of the
reintroduction program to validate methods for future use.
Total amount requested and recommended = $3,280.00
4. Orchids of Lower Gori Valley, Western Himalaya, India:
Towards a Community Based Conservation Approach. Jeewan
Singh Jala, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun,
Uttaranchal. Field base surveys will be conducted on orchid
diversity in the Gori valley of Western Himalaya by visiting
new and existing areas to make an assessment of threats
and documenting fragmentation of forests. The main
occupation of the people of this area is agriculture
dependent on surrounding vegetation for fuel wood and
fodder which includes orchid host tree species. Community
education and involvement will be achieved through
training programs for the youth and villagers on the
different facets of orchid conservation and orchid restoration
practices. Slide shows, poster exhibition, brochures on
orchids in the local language will be available for teachers,
schools, and local community centers. Total amount
requested and recommended = $2,500.00

5. Regional Orchid Endemism, Ecuador. Lou Jost, Ecuador.
The goal is to create a detailed map of the biogeographic
regions of Ecuador as defined by orchid distributions. Mr
Jost has received a grant, not from SDCOS, to buy a hectare
of land and construct a research botanical garden and ex
situ conservation collection of the endemic orchids of the
eastern Andes of Ecuador. This is a magnificent opportunity
to expand the scope of research and provide resources to
other researchers who are trying to understand the
biodiversity of the eastern Andes. This research has been
funded by SDCOS for the past three years. The objectives
for the coming year: 1.Continue mapping of Lepanthes
distributions for use as indicators of areas of high endemism.
2. Ongoing Teagueia investigation. Erik Rothacker,
collaborator, will do DNA research on resent discoveries.
3. Continue the writing of various analysis programs specific
to the needs of this research. The goal of these programs is
to produce a map of the biological communities of Ecuador
without such a map, it will be impossible to design an
intelligent orchid conservation strategy for Ecuador. Total
amount requested and recommended = $2,487.00
6. The Orchids of El Pahuma: Species Inventory and Guide
Book. Joe E. Meisel, Vice President, CEIBA Foundation

LEUCADIA ORCHIDS
760.436.3797
Phals, Cattleyas, and Cymbidiums,
also Phal seedlings and flasks in all colors
Open every day — 9 am to 5 pm
You can come over anytime, BUT you must call first!
Barbara & Ralph Smith, Owners

O.F.E. INTERNATIONAL, Inc.
Vitamins And Hormones
Top Five Brands Of Fertilizer
Coconut Baskets And Coconut Liners
Plastic Pots And Trays
Sprayers, Garden Tools And
Clay Orchid Pots, Flasking Products
Wire Hangers, Wood Baskets
Wire Baskets, Wire Products

Orchid Books, Plastic Labels

SEND $2 FOR OUR FULL COLOR CATALOG AND PRICE LIST
(Deductible from your Order)
P.O. BOX 161081
MIAMI, FL 33116
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ORPHEUS AVE

Tree Fern Products, Graded Charcoal
New Zealand Sphagnum Moss
Osmunda, Sponge Rock
Redwood Chips, Orchid Fir Bark
Special Orchid Potting Mixes
Equipment
Most Popular Types Of Moss
Virgin Cork Slabs And Tubes
Insecticides And Fungicides

5
LEUCADIA BLVD

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024
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for Tropical Conservation. Project goals: 1. Conduct a
systematic inventory of orchids of the El Pahuma Orchid
Reserve. 2. Expand the database of ecological information
for each species. 3. Deposit voucher specimens in the
Ecuador National Herbarium. 4. Improve identifications
of orchids photographed and described during the 2000
survey. 5. Design a guide book to the orchids of El Pahuma
for publication, containing photographs, ecological
information, and conservation status of each species. It is
anticipated that the guide book will be ready for publication
within 24 months. The orchid guide book is an effective
way to enhance the reserve’s role for orchid conservation
and public education. Total amount requested and
recommended = $2,645.00
7. Recovery of a Federally Endangered Hawaiian Endemic,
Platanthera holochila (Orchidaceae) through symbiotic seed
germination. Emma I. Peterson, Undergraduate Research
Assistant, Illinois College, Jacksonville, IL and Lawrence
W. Zettler, PhD, Associate Professor and Chair of Biology,
Illinois College, Jacksonville, IL and Research Associate,
The Morton Arboretum, Lisle, IL. The aim of this project
is to cultivate a Federally endangered Hawaiian orchid,
Platanthera holochila, from seed using mycorrhizal fungi.

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo

Goals: 1. retrieve and add new seed packets on Moloka’i
during the summer, 2004. 2. Isolate and identify
mycorrhizal fungi from protocorms acquired from the site.
3. Obtain fungi from root segments of existing plants using
a modified (low) pH. 4. Inoculate seeds with Hawaiian
mycorrhizal fungi using proven symbiotic techniques and
monitor seedling development accordingly. Total amount
requested and recommended = $2,000.00
8. The Chocó-Andes Center for Orchid Conservation. Alex
Reynolds, Institute of Ecology,University of Georgia,
Athens, GA and Rodrigo Ontaneda, President,
Maquipucuna Foundation, University of Georgia, Athens,
GA. The establishment of the Chocó-Andes Center for
Orchid Conservation will attract more interest and
appreciation of orchids in their natural habitat and hopefully
financial support from institutional collaborators and
individuals so that students and scientists (international and
Ecuadorian) are able to pursue orchid-related research,
conservation projects and contribute to a more effective
preservation of species diversity. Total amount requested =
$2,549.00 Total amount recommended = $1,300.00

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE



✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $86

Specializing in outdoor-growing Species
Cymbidiums, hybrids, and species
Stop by and look over our extensive stock.
Always something New and Different!

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $69)
✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.
✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.

Open daily: Mon - Sat 8 to 4:30, Sun 11 - 4

1250 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara, CA 93111

1.800.553.3387 ~ fax: 1.805.683.3405

December 6 & 7, 2003 - from 10 AM to 4 PM
Open House at

✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $68
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $54)
✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.

Casa de las Qrquideas

Prices and benefits subject to change.

For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free
877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections and
includes a monthly visit to our orchid collection on the third
Friday from 10am until 2pm

SDCOS Newsletter

170 S. Nardo Ave., Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone & Fax: (858) 755-7572,
www.orquideas.com
Thousands of new Cymbidium and Zygopetalum seedlings,
including remakes of spotted Cym. Splatters and Cym. Piñata.
The Rowland Collection and Islander Delights will also have
plants.

December 2003

Parking is limited. Please carpool.
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Greetings to all Orchid
Societies

BIRD ROCK TROPICALS
Hundreds of Orchids
Blooming Phals, Paphs and other orchids available everyday

Monday - Saturday ~ 9:00 am — 4:00 pm
Visit our website: www.birdrocktropicals.com
Directions: I-5 to Poinsettia Lane. Go east until it ends, then right onto
Black Rail Road. At the water tanks turn right onto un-named dirt road.
We are at the end of the dirt road.

760.438.9393

The Ventura Orchid Society have been looking for
someone in the Southern Calif. area to speak on
Dendrobiums. If you know of any, please mail info to
Don Vance DVance1023@aol.com
and cc me for my files dscabrera@verizon.net
Much appreciated.
Domingo Cabrera
Cosscons.org

6587 Black Rail Road, Carlsbad, CA 92009

You are invited to subscribe to...

California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative, or neighbor.
1 year subscription
2 year subscription

$8
$15

SDCOS Board of
Directors Meeting
by Romy Reyes
The December board meeting was cancelled. Balboa Park
was closed for the Holiday.

Membership in the SD Floral Association: $10
San Diego Floral Association
619.232.5762

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphites and potted terrestrials.
Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming size,
established species are what we do best!
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions
and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid growing tips.
For your copy, call, write, fax, or e-mail us and we will
send our latest issue.

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride in
our reputation for selling a well-established plant
and will replace it if you are not satisfied upon
receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only, so call in
advance and make yours. Thursdays and Fridays are
best for us, and sometimes Saturdays.

WANT SOMETHING
SPECIAL?
Phragmipediums - 4 different
clones in bud $35
Cascading Cymbidium Sara Jean
Ice Cascade
Cattleyas - all colors, mini's and
standard
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Avenue, Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888.514.2639 - Fax 888.632.8991
e-mail: speciesnut@aol.com
web address: www.AndysOrchids.com
SDCOS Newsletter

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

760.728.7996

DAVE REID'S ORCHIDS
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The SDCOS Board
Wishes you and yours
A very happy Holiday Season!
Just wanted to remind everyone
Tuesday, December 2nd at 6:00 p.m.
In lieu of the regular meetings will be the

POT LUCK HOLIDAY PARTY
Members with last names starting with A through N
Please bring hors d’oeuvres/appetizers
(Swedish Meatballs, Chip & Dips, Cheese & Crackers, etc.)
Members with last names starting with O through Z
Please bring dessert
The SDCOS will provide wine, coffee and punch
As in previous years, there will be a Gift Plant for members
Bring in a plant for the Gift Exchange.
The better the plant, the sooner yours will be picked and the more
choice you will have
This is a fun party for members only! Sorry, no guests!
Voting for the choices to represent the 2004 Show will also take place
during the evening

SDCOS Newsletter
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Quail Botanical Gardens Update:
October AOS Judging at our new center
Story and photos by Loren Batchmann

The AOS judging at Quail Botanical Gardens was held on October 6 with one FCC/AOS and one HCC/AOS
award granted out of about a dozen plants entered for judging. October is not the prime season for most orchids,
but Fred Clark (Sunset Valley Orchids) brought in a magnificent Cycnoches cooperi. A search of the records
showed its 10 cm (4 inch) flowers to be as big and full as any of the other awarded cultivars of Cyc. cooperi, and
with 35 flowers and 6 buds on one 70 cm (28 inch) long spike, it had almost twice the flower count on the
inflorescence. The intense copper red color over a greenish yellow base was the among best the judges had seen,
and the net result was a First Class Certificate and 91 points. Overall, this was the best Cyc. cooperi any of the
judges had seen.
The other plant was an impressive specimen of Onc. Rustic Glory brought in by Howard Leibman. True to its
macrantha parent, the spike was several feet long with large, impressive flowers spaced along its length. The
sepals were a dark yellow-green with a bright copper toned overlay. The petals were bright yellow with a brownish
red overlay toward the base. This plant received a 77 point Highly Commended Certificate.
The October 6 summary of awards is as follows:
Plant Name
Cycnoches cooperi (species)

Varietal Name
SVO Reserve

Award
FCC 91

Exhibitor
Fred Clark, Vista, CA

Onc. Rustic Glory
(macrantha x Geyser Goldmine)

Rustic Canyon

HCC 77

Howard Leibman, Pacific Palisades, CA

Cycnoches cooperi is pictured on the right,
and below is the photo of Rustic Glory
(macrantha x Geyser Goldmine)

SDCOS Newsletter
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SAN DIEGO INTERNATONAL ORCHID FAIR
By Ben Machado and John Walters
The 9th annual San Diego International Orchid Fair was held October 11 & 12 at the Del Mar Fairgrounds Activity
Center. Without reservation, we can proclaim this show an absolute success! Every year this event grows in popularity,
becoming a little bit better. This year is no exception; there were more vendors, more exhibitors, more displays, more
plants for judging, more visitors and many, many more volunteers. Altogether, this is what makes it such a pleasure to be
part of the show, particularly the enthusiastic involvement of the volunteers.
By far, the bulk of the volunteers came from the membership of the San Diego County Orchid Society. SDCOS
volunteers played a part throughout the show structure. The Orchid Fair Committee is made up with SDCOS volunteers
and administrative support from Quail Botanical Gardens. Setup and teardown was mostly by SDCOS volunteers with
the help of QBG staff. SDCOS volunteers conducted Ribbon Judging, under the leadership of Loren Batchman and
Cynthia Hill. SDCOS volunteers conducted information seminars. SDCOS volunteers collected entry fees. SDCOS
volunteers performed show security. SDCOS volunteers staffed the Plant Hotel.
Obviously, the San Diego International Orchid Fair is an event strongly supported by SDCOS members. When you
realize that the purpose of this show is a fund raising benefit on behalf of Quail Botanical Gardens without any financial
gain to the SDCOS, you realize the volunteers were there to help with the fund raising and their love of orchids. Their
efforts were not in vane; over 3,600 orchid lovers attended the show and almost 40 vendors paid for sales booth space.
Quail Botanical Gardens expects a very significant funding amount will result from the show to apply toward their
various programs.
Success of the show was a direct result of the efforts of SDCOS volunteers. You did it! You made it happen! Your
participation is what made the difference! Everyone, from the Orchid Fair Committee to the staff at Quail Botanical
Gardens wishes to extend a very sincere “thank you” for a job well done.
On another note, did you realize the show went through a major change of the floor layout? This year the exhibits and
judged plants were the first things to greet visitors as they entered the door. Rather than tables of plants there were two
free-formed simulated tropical islands loaded with decorative trees, plants and ferns. The simulated islands were the
setting for showing off each vendor display. Each island included a special showcase area at the extreme end of the islands.
Interested vendors were at liberty to put up a flashier more extensive exhibit in this area.
Adjacent to the islands was a special display area for individual entries for judging. Accredited judges from the American
Orchid Society, Cymbidium Society of America and ribbon judging by SDCOS volunteers was conducted in this area.
By careful placement of the tropical islands a natural traffic flow was created, sending visitors through a secure entrance
into the vendor sales area. This is where the orchid buyers were in their glory. They had choices; lots of choices for buying
orchids since the vendors were meticulously selected for a diversity of orchid stock. Visitors provided several favorable
comments about the extensive vendor choice and the overall quality of the orchids available for sale. It must have worked;
buyers were hauling the plants out of the Activity Center by the armful!
All the way to the back of the Activity Center, at the exit, was the unsung hero of the show: the Plant Hotel. Esther Sivila,
another SDCOS volunteer, took the leadership in setting up this very important security procedure. Visitors could leave
the plants behind at the Plant Hotel with the assuredness their plants would be returned, while they continued their
shopping excursion. A special “Thanks” is in order to Esther and all the SDCOS volunteers that helped out at the Plant
Hotel.
At the very back of the Activity Center was a group of SDCOS volunteers taking care of security. There was not a plant
that was allowed to leave the Activity Center without the appropriate security marker. Again, this is a most important
task, to the benefit of the vendors and exhibitors that goes unheralded unless a prized plant disappears from the show.
Then everyone knows the importance of security! Thank you very much for keeping order.
Of course this article does not lend specific mention, by name, of all the SDCOS volunteers who made this show a
success. Please understand that SDCOS VOLUNTEERS are deeply appreciated for their efforts. Again, from the Orchid
Fair Committee and the staff from Quail Botanical Gardens we wish to thank everyone who had a part in supporting the
show.
SDCOS Newsletter
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Get out your digital cameras!
by Michael Orser
photo credits in bold type
From Ivan and Rosemary Harrison:

From Leonard Billet:

Miltassia Charles M. Fitch “Dark Monarch”

Blue Boy Hybrid

C. jenmanii

Naguchi Cattleya

Thank you for your submissions, and keep
them coming! We need to let everyone know
that growing orchids is not as hard as some
would have you believe. Besides, how are the
other members going to know if you have a
green thumb? If you are reading the newsletter that has arrived in the mail and have trouble
viewing these beautiful pictures, why not
check this out on the web at sdorchids.com/
news.htm
Donna Kimura hybrid
SDCOS Newsletter
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From Michael Orser:

From Linda Gardner:

Encyclia radiata

P. Bengal Lancers (parishii X haynaldianum)

Phal. Pacific Perfection 'Mountain Mist'
x Phal. Maui Snowfall 'PPO'

Mike's mystery Dendrobium
SDCOS Newsletter
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DO YOU HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS?

More from Michael Orser:

ARE YOU STILL RECEIVING A
NEWSLETTER IN YOUR (SNAIL) MAIL?

Phal. Brother Supersonic ‘Crimson’ x Phal. Carmela’s Brite
Lites ‘Chili Pepper’

If so, please contact the newsletter editor
Michael Orser at editor@sdorchids.com
So that your subscription can be changed to
email
The advantages are:
(1) You will receive the newsletter earlier
(the newsletter posts on the website
when it goes to the printer)
(2) You will be able to see articles and photos in color
(3) You will be saving the Society
the cost of printing, collating, and mailing
(4) You get hyperlinks like in a webpage. You know - the
items in blue that you click to visit another web site, or
easy access to email addresses.
(5) It comes in color!
(6) The SDCOS Newsletter was voted fourth best
orchid newsletter in 2003 by the AOS

Encyclia cochleata

Vice President’s Report
By Ivan Harrison
I would personally like to thank the volunteers who helped with the plant auction, and a huge thank you to all who
donated plants. It goes to show what wonderful people we have in SDCOS, and that when we all work together, it really
benefits the Society. The plant auction at last month’s meeting netted almost $5,000 – fantastic!!! We are obviously
moving in the right direction.
The October Mini Show was the weekend of the big fire. On the Saturday we took in over $1,000, but, as you can
imagine, Sunday was very, very slow. Thanks again to all the volunteers who showed up to help.
I was very disappointed that the table that was set out for the display by the Conservation Committee was empty! They
were asked at the October Board meeting to supply information for our members and the public on grants that have been
given in the past and ongoing projects, and they agreed. Oh well! Perhaps next time.
That’s all for now folks. See you at the Christmas party!
Ivan
SDCOS Newsletter
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HELP HOTLINE
The SDCOS offers this service to members who seek
cultural information about their orchids. Here are some
friendly hobbyists with a great deal of experience about
certain types of orchids, and who have kindly volunteered
to answer your questions
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous,
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson - 858.270.6105
Species, all types, Indoor and Outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes - 858.274.5829

DATES TO
REMEMBER...
December 1st, 7:00 pm
Quail Botanical Gardens Judging Center
First Monday each month Encinitas. Bring plants in!
Make those judges work!
December 2nd, 6:00 pm
Holiday Party - For SDCOS members only!
Room 101, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park
Ivan and Rosemary Harrison 619.448.3312 or
Gary Pierwola 619.426.9108
December 6th, 9:00 am
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday each month
Paul or Ann Tuskes 858.274.5829

Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes - 858.274.5829
Bob Hodges - 619.461.4915

December 9th, 7:00 pm
SDCOS Board Meeting
Second Tuesday each month
Balboa Park
Romy Reyes 619.328.6578

Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, and Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson - 619.465.2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan - 619.441.7503

December 17th, 6:30 pm
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Third Wednesday each month
Carlsbad Women’s Club
Info: 760.451.1472

Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Tom Osborn - 760.787.0282
Pleurothallids
Don van Kekerix - 619.224.4938

December 19th, 10 am - 2 pm
San Diego Zoo
Orchid Greenhouses Open House
Third Friday each month
Janette Gerrity 619.231.1515 ext. 4306

Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman - casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria - 619.295.2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid - 760.728.7996
San Diego West County, all types
Jean Beck - 619.435.8211

December 19th, 6:45 pm
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Third Friday each month
The Carlsbad Women's Club.
Wayne Preston, 760.727.7255

San Diego Central, Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright - 619.276.5295
Fred Tomaschke - 619.276.3235

NO Hybrid Orchid Group meeting
Too close to Christmas!
Helmut Rohrl 858.452.0976

San Diego East County, all types
James Masst - 619.443.2800
Bud Close - 619.444.8839

January 6th, 6:30 pm
We'll resume our regular meetings
Beginner's Class
Room 104, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park
7:30 pm - General Meeting
Room 101, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park

South County all types
Genie Hammond - 619.426.6831
Ed Marty - 619.470.7175
SDCOS Newsletter
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HELP WANTED!

Fasc ination of Orc hids

International Show & Sale
Free
Admission
& Parking

Jim Reid, Corsage Booth Chairman, needs your help!

Sales
Lectures
Exhibits

Work at home, as your time permits,
Cutting the netting that we use
In making the corsages that we sell at
The Annual Show and our “Mini Shows”

South Coast Plaza
Crate & Barrel /Macy*s Home Store Wing
3333 Bear St Costa Mesa, CA

South Coast Dr.

South
Coast
Plaza

73

405 San Diego Fwy

If you are able to help, please contact either
Jim Reid, or Genie Hammond 619.426.6931

To Riverside

wy

Bear St

Macy*s
Home
Store

Crate &
Barrel Store

Fw

To
Long
Beach

N

Sunflower

55
F

Orchid
Show
on All 3
Floors

Corsages are great Ambassadors for The Society
As well as a valuable money earner
Preparing the netting is an important part of the process

405 San Diego Fwy
Exit Bristol St. North
Left on Sunflower St.
Cross Bear St. and
Turn Left into Parking

Bristol St

Free Parking on
Two Levels and
Underground

To
San
Diego
OC Airport

y

To Newport Beach

February 5, 6, 7, 8, 2004
Thursday / Friday: 10 AM to 9 PM
Saturday :
10 AM to 8 PM
Sunday :
11 AM to 6:30 PM
For More Information visit
www.foshow.com
or phone (714) 962-8165
Sponsored by Orange County Branch, CSA

Please Remember our Advertisers
When Purchasing Orchids For
The Holidays!

Membership Chairman - Vivian Follmer
San Diego County Orchid Society
13127 Roundup
San Diego, CA 92129
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