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We have a very interesting speaker coming from Australia. Jim Cootes is making his first
speaking tour in the U.S. and our society is included. His presentation is titled “An
Overview of Philippine Orchid Species.”
Here are a few words Jim has to say about himself:
“I started growing orchids about 1975. Served my apprenticeship growing Hybrid
Cattleyas. A couple of years later I discovered species. First visited the Philippines in
1997, on the urging of Filipino workmates and have been there at least once a year since.
I lived permanently in the Philippines from 1997 to 2000 and have my own house there
and will retire there when the time comes.
My interest in Philippine orchids started in the early 1980’s, growing into an obsession
about 1990 when I decided to write a book on the Orchids of the Philippines. I have
written many articles for orchid magazines world-wide.
I began studying Philippine orchid species since 1985 and have put the results of these
studies into my book. The book has descriptions and colour photographs of over 330
taxa. Many of the species, may not have been previously illustrated. The book has 33
bulbophyllums, 7 cirrhopetalums, 7 coelogynes, 67 dendrobiums, 34 dendrochilums,
16 erias, 7 grammatophyllums, 16 paphiopedilums, 19 phalaenopsis and 10 vandas to
name some of the more commonly grown genera. There is also a host of the so-called
“botanical” genera and species. Many of the photographs have been taken by David P.
Banks and David’s photographic tutor, David Titmuss and are of superb quality. Gary
Yong Gee, who won an American Orchid Society photographic competition a number
of years back, has also contributed pictures.
I have 2 species named in my honour, Bulbophyllum cootesii and Dendrochilum cootesii.”
Crest Orchids will provide the plants for our Plant Opportunity Table. To compliment
Jim Cootes’ presentation they will feature Philippine and Thai species and hybrids mixed
with a few Cattleyas and Dendrobiums.
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Stop the Slime: You don’t
have to put up with snails
from the San Diego Union Tribune
by Vincent Lazaneo
It’s not unusual to hear people say their gardens are overrun
with snails this time of year. Snails are continually active
throughout the year in our moderate climate but their
activity peaks during spring and early summer.
People also are more active in their gardens at the same
time and readily notice the damage that snails cause.
An irrigated garden looks like a big salad bar to hungry
snails. They completely devour sproutlike seedlings and
succulent shoot tips on older plants. Snails also chew
irregular holes with smooth edges in leaves on a variety of
plants and occasionally damage fruit and young bark on
stems.
The snail seen most often in our gardens is the brown
garden snail, Helix aspersa. The tasty mollusk was originally
brought to California from Europe in the 1850s for
culinary use and has since become a pest of many edible
and ornamental plants in much of the state.
Parts of San Diego County are now also infested with the
white garden snail, Theba pisana, a native of the
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orchid culture, and to support the conservation of
orchids in the wild.
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General Meeting: 7:30 pm, Room 101
If you would like to join the society, please send your
check for $10* for individual, $12.50 for Dual
membership, payable to SDCOS, to: Vivian Folmer,
SDCOS Membership, 13127 Roundup, SanDiego,
CA 92129. Telephone: 619.538.6187, email:
vivianfollmer@netscape.net
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Mediterranean region. Adult white garden snails are about
the size of a nickel with a dirty white shell, During hot,
dry weather, they have a habit of climbing high up on
trees, fences, and walls where they remain clustered until
there is sufficient rain or irrigation.
Both snails are active at night or on cloudy or foggy days.
When the sun comes out they seek shelter in cool shady
places. Snails remain hidden during the day and the only
clues to their presence are their silvery trails of dried slime
and plant damage.
Snails move slowly but they multiply faster than rabbits.
Adult brown garden snails dig holes in moist soil and lay
up to 80 eggs at a time, as often as six times a year. Each
new generation of snails matures in about two years and
snails of all ages continue to feed on plants until something
or someone stops them.
Bait basics
When snails become numerous and cause too much
damage people often use toxic bait to control them. Snail
baits are easy to use and may seem harmless but they can
poison children and pets and should not be used if they
have access to them. Baits that contain metaldehyde are
very attractive and toxic to dogs.
Recently registered baits containing iron phosphate sold
as Sluggo and Worryfree slug and snail bait are safer for
domestic animals and wildlife. When bait is used never
pile it in mounds or clumps because this makes it more
attractive to children and animals.
Metaldehyde does not kill snails directly unless they eat a
substantial amount of it. Snails that have eaten
metaldehyde excrete a large quantity of mucus in an
attempt to detoxify the chemical.
When the weather is sunny and warm snails quickly die
from loss of water. When it is cool and wet though, snails
may recover if they have eaten a sub-lethal dose.
Metaldehyde breaks down quickly when exposed to
sunlight; however, Deadline, a thick liquid formulation,
does not. Deadline also holds up well in wet weather and
does not have a problem with sub-lethal doses.
To improve the effectiveness of metaldehyde bait, water
during the day to promote snail activity, then apply bait
in the late afternoon and do not water again for three or
four days. Scatter bait lightly on open ground along the
edges of ground cover and near other plants where snails
hide. Snails that feed on bait in open areas will be paralyzed
and die when exposed to sunlight the next day.
Iron phosphate baits break down much slower than
metaldehyde and may remain effective for several weeks
even after irrigation. Snails that have eaten even a small
amount of iron phosphate will stop feeding although it

SDCOS Newsletter - August 2001 - Page 2

may take several days for them to die.

during the day from traps made with flat pieces of lumber
raised off the ground with 1-inch runners.

Enemy attack
Bait quickly kills snails but it does not provide long-term
control unless it is reapplied periodically. A more
sustainable and less costly alternative is to control snails
with a natural enemy, the decollate snail, Rumina decollata.

Copper block
Several types of barriers will keep snails out of planting
bed. The easiest to maintain are those made with copper
flashing and screens.

This predatory snail feeds on the eggs and young of the
brown garden snail. Decollate snails do not feed on adult
brown garden snails but they prevent their reproduction,
which effectively controls their population.
Decollate snails have a conical shell that ends in a blunt
tip. The snail grows about 1 inch long and lives about
two years.
Under favorable conditions each snail can lay up to 2,000
eggs during its life. Even with this high reproductive
potential it can take two to four years from the time
decollates are released in a landscape for them to
completely control brown garden snails.
Gardeners can buy decollate snails at some local nurseries
and from mail order sources including Mary’s Decollates,
760.744.9233 or e-mail goodsnaile@abac.com, and
Rincon-Vitova Insectaries, 800.248.2847.

Copper barriers are effective because copper reacts with
the slime that the snail secretes, causing a flow of electricity.
Vertical copper screens can be erected around planting
beds. The screen should be 6 inches tall and buried several
inches below the soil to prevent slugs from crawling
beneath the soil.
Copper foil (for example, Snail Barr) can be wrapped
around planting boxes, headers, or trunks to repel snails
for several years. When banding trunks, wrap the copper
foil around the trunk, tab side down, and cut it to allow
an 8 inch overlap. Attach one end or the middle of the
band to the trunk with one staple oriented parallel to the
trunk. Overlap and fasten the ends with one or two larger
paper clips to allow the copper band to slide as the trunk
grows. Bend the tabs out at a 90-degree angle from the
trunk.
The bands need to be cleaned occasionally with steel wool.

Because the decollate snails may kill some endangered
mollusks they cannot be released north of Santa Barbara
County.
Snail bait is lethal to decollates so wait 45 to 60 days after
baiting before releasing decollates.
Before shipping, the predatory snails are deprived of water
to put them in an inactive state. To wake them up, place
them in a shallow pan with about an eighth-inch of water.
They should become active within 30 minutes. Be careful
not to submerge them or they will drown.
Put 50 to 100 decollate snails at one or several places in
ground covers infested with brown garden snails.
Decollates can also be released in other landscape plantings
and under citrus trees where accumulated leaf litter and
regular irrigation provide favorable habitat.
Don’t release decollates near newly planted annuals or
vegetables since they may munch very young seedlings.
Water the area first; make sure the snails have some leaf
litter to eat and hide under. Regular sprinkling or drip
irrigation will provide optimum conditions. You can put
out food initially to ensure a high survival rate; try
discarded lettuce leaves or other vegetable and fruit scraps.
While decollates are becoming established do not apply
snail bait in areas where they have been released. To control
problem snails handpick them at night or crush and leave
them for decollates to eat. Snails can also be collected

When using copper bands on planter boxes, be sure the
soil within the boxes is snail-free before applying bands.
If it is not, handpick the snails from the soil after applying
the band until the box is free of these pests.

PESTS AND PROBLEMS
http://www.orchid.org.uk/
PESTS.
Orchids generally do not suffer from the usual plethora
of ailments which affect many of our favorite garden
plants, this is for two reasons, firstly many of the species
and hybrids we grow are alien to our local atmosphere,
and consequently also alien to many pests and diseases
we find outdoors, and the second one is that because of
the fact that we grow them mainly indoors they are not
exposed to the problem in the first place.
Unfortunately, when a problem occurs it can be difficult
to eradicate once it gains a foothold.
Here are a few, in no particular order:
Slugs, even if you think you haven’t got any problem with
these night-time assassins, you should always be vigilant
for their silvery trails, sprinkle at regular intervals with a
good slug liquid, and if you feel adventurous, take a torchlight trip into the growing area after dark, a good well
aimed boot is something they have not grown immune
to.
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Weevils, when you wonder why there is suddenly a hole
in one of your best grown leaves, or chunks missing out
of its margin, then most likely you have weevils, arm
yourself with a bottle of something suitable from the
garden centre and follow the instructions. It's no use
spraying them once, you must have strict regime of
spraying every 5 days or so over a period of three weeks
to eradicate most pests and their eggs as they hatch.

will kill any insects which absorb oxygen through their
skin, but not their eggs.

Scale, there are two types of scale which you are likely to
encounter when growing orchids.

SPOTS AND DISEASES.
Orchids can fall foul of leaf rot, mildew, botrytis and many
other pathogens, by and large, providing there is a good
air movement around the plant, and that by nightfall the
leaves are fairly dry, then fungal infections should not be
a problem, and correction of the bad condition, along
with a fungal spray (check with the garden centre that it
is safe for orchids) should do the trick, a fast fix for a
localized leaf infection is to dust a little cinnamon onto
the infected area !

The first one attacks Phaleanopsis in particular, and can
migrate to most other soft leaved plants, look on the
underside of the leaves for these hard brown limpet like
creatures, if you have only one or two, wipe them off
with a cloth soaked in methylated spirits, or resort to a
systemic insecticide regime as mentioned in the above
paragraph, systemic insecticides act by being absorbed into
the plant tissue, effectively making the plant poisonous
to its attacker, but they should be used with care, do not
exceed the stated dosage to avoid damaging the plant.
The other can be very nasty, and primarily has a taste for
Cattleya’s and their cousins, this is Boisduval scale, a very
fancy name for a real horror, you may notice flat round
scales on the underside of the leaves, which if left
unattended will produce a whole shipment of what appears
at first to be a white fungus or mealybug, these are the
nymphs by the thousand, and they are setting off to
desiccate the rest of your collection, the problem we have
in the UK is that it is a tropical insect, and many of our
pesticides do not treat the problem, one we have found
to be of use recently is Leavington’s Natures Answer
Insecticide and Fungicide combined, this does
unfortunately cover the plant in what appears to be white
dust, but it is very effective against this type of scale, and
several other pests as well, you will probably have to give
the plant a good cleaning after a couple of weeks or so for
aesthetics.
Mealybug, usually appears as a cotton wool ball around
leaf axils, or inside the sheaths of new shoots, the above
fungicide. pesticide soon sees them off, but again if its
very localized, then methylated spirits on a cotton bud
sees them off wonderfully.
Thrips, greenfly, blackfly, spider mite, they all find a niche
somewhere, the latter is another difficult customer to deal
with, and in addition to spraying, it is a good idea to wipe
the leaves and stems of infected plants with a meth soaked
cloth, every few days if necessary to kill the eggs.
One home made cure can be produced in the kitchen if
you want a non toxic insecticide, here is the recipe for
you to try at your own risk.
Six heaped teaspoons of ascorbic acid (vitamin C.) three
teaspoon of plant friendly detergent (non ionic) and a
pint of water, spray onto aphids and suchlike, the mixture

As prevention is always better than a cure, treat new plants
with respect, quarantine them if possible, try not to let
intake fans suck air in from anywhere near a flower border
or hedge, and always be prepared to sacrifice a “well
infected” plant for the sake of the rest.

It is very difficult if you have a plant suffering from a
virus disease to identify which particular type it is, and
most likely a useless exercise anyway, as viruses are almost
impossible to cure, thankfully, providing you are hygienic
around the growing area, and that any tools used on the
plants are thoroughly sterilized after use between different
plants, you should not encounter this type of problem.
SYMPTOMS. POSSIBLE CAUSE
Irregular markings on leaves, discolored or uneven patches
on flowers - possible viral infection
Uneven pieces removed from leaf border - weevils
Un-natural silvery underside to leaves - spider mite
Silvery trails on plants and benches - slugs or snails
Holes in leaves or flower stems or flowers - slugs or snails
Dark mildew on leaves, hard limpet creatures underside
of leaves - common scale
Cotton wool type of stuff (brownish creature inside of
mass) - mealybug
Flat scales on underside of leaves and or tiny white fluffy
masses - boisduval scale
Depressed dark spots possibly with lighter ring round
them - fungal infection
Limp flaccid leaves on Phaleanopsis etc. - root problems
Wide selection to choose from, hybrids & species
Lots of Paph & Masdevallias

ELUSIVE ORCHIDS
Phone 619.267.3172
Marlyn Lanoue
866.281.5750
elusiveorchids@home.com
www.members.home.net/elusiveorchids
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Dark brown or whitened patches on - leaf sunburn
Yellow or very light green leaves but plant flowers - too
much light
Dark green leaves but plant does not flower - too little
light
Flower buds develop then turn yellow and drop off - shock
Leaf tips turn brown - over feeding
Honey dew on leaves - greenfly
plant falls out of pot - earthquake
TREATMENT
The treatment of orchids should be carried out giving
due consideration to the instructions for use and safety
provided by the manufacturers of the control substances
we list below; solutions which we have used and found to
be satisfactory for ourselves, the decision to try one or
more of these in your environment must be yours and
made under your own responsibility.

usually due to overwatering
Sunburn - re-site orchid giving correct amount of shading
Shock - identify cause, (could be severe temperature light or
humidity change) and correct
Overfeeding - thoroughly flush pot through with clean water,
repot if necessary
Greenfly - Sulphur/fatty acids, insectecial soap, Dimethoate,
Malathion
Spider mites like dry conditions, and can be difficult to
eradicate, if you only have an infestation on one plant, make
life unpleasant for them, water the plant, and place it in a clear
plastic bag, blow the bag up with your mouth and tie off,
leave the plant there for a few days or so as long as it does not
appear stressed, the humidity which will build up inside the
bag will create a hostile environment for the mites, but of
course their eggs may survive, and you may have to repeat this
several times to eradicate them.

PROBLEM TREATMENT
Viral infections there is no known cure, burn the plant
Weevils - Bifenthrin
Spider mites - (see below) Bifenthrin, Pirimiphos methyl,,
Malathion
Slugs and snails - Metaldehyde, Methiocarb,
Aluminiumsulphate
Common scale - Dimethoate, Malathion, Insecticidal soap
Boisduval scale- Sulphur and fatty acid mixture
Mealybug - Malathion, Insecticidal soap, Sulphur/fatty acids
Fungal infections - Sulphur, Cinnemon powder
Root problems - Remove dead roots, and repot if in time,

Seventh Annual San
Diego International
Orchid Fair and Show

Dave Reid
of Dave Reid's Orchids.
If you did not come to last
month's
Beginner's
Meeting, then you missed
out on his tricks of the
trade for repotting!

DAVE REID’S ORCHIDS
31970 Rockinghorse Road
Escondido, CA 92026

760.728.7996

October 13-14, 2001
Activity Center, Del Mar Fairgrounds
Orchids from around the world
Orchid displays to tantalize your senses
Informative and practical workshops for the
beginner, novice or serious collector.
With over 30 orchid vendors
both local and international.
Begin now to prepare your plants for the show AOS judging and CSA ribbon judgingthree trophies.
Sponsored by Quail Botanical Gardens, an affiliate
botanical garden of the American Orchid Society.

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
COME SEE THE FLOWER SHOW
WE ALSO BUY COLLECTIONS
WE NOW HAVE 10,000 SQUARE FEET OF
GREENHOUSE!

Outdoor Growers
NOW IN BLOOM:
Cattleyas, Digbyanas, Epiphylums, Phalaenopsis,
Vandas, and other species

The Orchid Fair was founded by
Greg Luetticke and William Baker.
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HELP HOTLINE
The SDCOS offers this service to members
who seek cultural information about their orchids. Here are some friendly hobbyists with a
great deal of experience about certain types of
orchids, and who have kindly volunteered to
answer your questions.

BIRD R
OCK TR
OPICALS
ROCK
TROPICALS
Hundreds of Orchids
Bromeliads and Tillandsias

Monday - Saturday ~ 9:00 am — 4:00 pm
Visit our website: www.birdrocktropicals.com
Directions: I-5 to Poinsettia Lane. Go east until it ends, then right
onto Black Rail Road. At the water tanks turn right onto un-named
dirt road. We are at the end of the dirt road.

Pamela and Wayne 760.438.9393
6587 Black Rail Road, Carlsbad, CA 92009

Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous,
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson - 619.270.6105

Sunset Valley Orchids

Species, all types, Indoor and Outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes - 858.274.5829

Large, well-established seedlings. Come see for yourself.
Buy direct from the hybridizer and save.

Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes - 858.274.5829
Bob Hodges - 619.461.4915

The Elusive Blue Cattleya
Be the first to own a new direction
in the breeding of mid-size blues.

Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, and Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson - 619.465.2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan - 619.441.7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Tom Osborn - 760.787.0282
Pleurothallids
Don van Kekerix - 619.224.4938
Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman - casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria - 619.295.2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid - 760.728.7996

Lc. Blue Dynasty (C. walkeriana ‘coerulea’ “Choujou” JC/ AOS X Lc.
Blue Boy “Azure”)
Lc. Mini Shadows (Lc. Mini Purple “Coerulea” X Lc. Blue Shadows
“Ridgeway” HCC/AOS)
(Lc. Mini Purple “coerulea” X L Amonea “Blue Magic” HCC/AOS)
(Lc. Mariner “Far Horizon” X Lc. Mini Purple “coerulea”)
Breeding small growing C. walkeriana and Lc. Mini Purple to the
standard sized Blue Cattleyas will result in progeny that will not exceed
10" in height when mature. The first to bloom have all been in the
blue shades and several of award quality.

Open Saturdays and Sundays 760.639.6255
FredClarke@worldnet.att.net

Fred Clarke, 1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA 92083

San Diego West County, all types
Jean Beck - 619.435.8211
San Diego Central, Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright - 619.276.5295
Fred Tomaschke - 619.276.3225
San Diego East County, all types
James Masst - 619.443.2800
Bud Close - 619.444.8839
South County all types
Genie Hammond - 619.426.6831
Ed Marty - 619.470.7175

Sunswept Laboratories
Rare & Endangered Species From Seed
Open Daily by Appointment
Robert C. Hull, M.D.
Dan Violette
www.SunsweptLabs.com
e-mail:SunsweptLabs@yahoo.com
tel:818.506.7271 • fax:818.506.4911
PO Box 1913 • Studio City, CA 91614
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Beginners/Novice Meeting
August 7, 2001, 6:30 PM
Casa Del Prado, Room 104
by Ivan Harrison
Ivan Harrison, newly elected Second Vice-President, will
be bringing a different format to the Beginners’ Meeting
starting next month. Topics will be geared to guiding
newcomers through the often-intimidating world of orchid
growing. Just pronouncing the name of a new purchase
can seem an insurmountable hurdle, never mind
approaching one of the SDCOS gurus for help! There will
be a 30-minute speaker, followed by a 15-minute question
and answer session. If the guest speaker does not know the
answer, Ivan will find out for you. Bring in a plant that
you are particularly proud of and share your success with
your fellow novices, or one that’s giving you problems. (If
you have a sick plant, please bring it in a plastic bag to
minimize spread of diseases.)
Next meeting Ivan will speak about his experiences as a
novice in the wonderful world of orchids “A Beginner’s
Look at Orchid Collecting – Some Truths and Some
Consequences”. There will also be a drawing for four
entrance tickets (including bus tour and sky ride) to the
San Diego Zoo – to be used before December 31, 2001.
The Orchid House at the Zoo is open to visitors only on
the third Friday of each month (10am-4pm) and is home
to many endangered orchid species.
As 2nd VP, Ivan is here to help, to involve you in the Society,
to find answers to your questions, and, most of all, to
encourage and foster your enthusiasm for and knowledge
of orchids. There is a special welcome for all new members,
as this is your meeting. If you have joined SDCOS within
the past year or two, or if you still consider yourself to be
a novice, we hope that you will be able to attend. See you
there!

New Members
I ask that you take some time to give them all a
warm "hello!"
FELISA ACANTILADO
JUNE ANDERSON
SUSANNA BALL
ROLAND BULIRSCH
GEORGE E CALDWELL
MARIA CHIODO

ANN COLLINS
LEE DEICHLER
VERA & JOSEPH DiPERI
DAWNA ERNSTER
CELIA & TIM FARMER
ALEX & MERCI FELICANO
NANCY GIBBS
LINDA & MARK HANDY
NAOMA HETRICK
PATTI & STEVE HETRICK
NANCY & JIM HIGGINS
GEORGE HUANG
JANET HUEY
HOWARD & SHERI KENNEDY
ROXANNE & DONALD KLEINE
BRAD KROEGER
PAT & LOU L’ABBE
KATHRYNE LACY
MARK LEWANDOSKE
MICHELE MAGNIN
ROSE & DON MARTIN
MARTA MARTINEZ
MARJORIE MYERS
CONNIE & TOM NAYLOR
AMY & BOB NEVELN
MAUREEN NICKS
SYLVIA NIELSEN
KARIN NORBERG
DOROTHY & ROBERT NORRIS
LAMAR OLDS
IDA O’NEIL
MICHAEL PADALINO
CAROLYN PASCHAL
DIANE & RICHARD PFEIFER
SARA & FRANK POLCZYNSKI
JOAN POTTER
YOLANDA RETES
RONNIE & ABE ROBLE
ALYCE RODDA
HELMUT ROHRL
SUSAN RONAN
LUCINA & PABLO SANTOS
COZETTE & GARRY SHIRTS
MARGE SPAR
PAT STONE
VIRGINIA SWARINGEN
DAWN TACKETT
GAY & TERRY TANBER
TERESA & PAUL TAYLOR
JUDITH TWEED
CHARLES WARREN

Our Society thrives on membership participation.
We hope you will let us all get to know you better
through your participation in our upcoming
shows, meetings, and events.
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ORCHID SPECIES
CULTURE: Oncidium
onustum Lindley

dry for long periods. Fertilizer should be reduced or eliminated
until new growth begins in spring.

LIGHT: 2500-3500 fc. As high as the plant can tolerate, but light
should be increased gradually and plants should be watched for
signs of possible sunburn. Strong air movement should be provided
at all times. Many species seem to flower better in bright light than
in a more shaded situation.

Plant and Flower Information:

TEMPERATURES: Throughout the year, days average 83-86F
(28-30C), and nights average 67-71F (20-22C), with a diurnal
range of 14-17F (8-9C). Because of the relatively wide range in
habitat elevation, plants should adapt to conditions 8-10F (4-6C)
cooler than indicated.

PSEUDOBULB: 1.2 in. (3 cm) tall by 0.8 in. (2 cm) across. The
egg- or pear-shaped pseudobulbs, which are lightly flattened, are
green with irregular brown-black markings. Each pseudobulb is
protected by well-developed leaflike sheaths at the base.

GROWING MEDIA: Plants are probably best grown and more
easily managed if mounted tightly to a tree-fern or cork slab. If
mounted, however, high humidity must be maintained and the
from www.orchidculture.com
plants watered at least once daily in summer. Several waterings a
by Charles and Margaret Baker
day may be necessary for mounted plants during extremely hot,
dry weather. Plants may also be grown in pots or baskets filled
AKA: Oncidium holochrysum Rchb. f.
with an open, fast-draining medium that allows the roots to dry
rapidly after watering. Repotting or dividing should be done only
ORIGIN/HABITAT: Ecuador and Peru. Plants grow in the humid when new root growth is just starting, which allows the plant to
coastal lowlands of western Ecuador and northwestern Peru in become established in the shortest possible time with the least
areas where scant rainfall occurs. They are found on both cactus amount of stress.
and trees in dry forests, usually near sea level, but collections as
high 3950 ft. (0-1200 m) have been reported.
MISCELLANEOUS NOTES: The bloom season shown in the
climate table is based on cultivation records. In the habitat, these
Cultural Recommendations:
plants bloom from autumn to midwinter.

PLANT SIZE AND TYPE: A small, clump-forming epiphyte 5
in. (12 cm) tall. Growths are closely spaced along a creeping
rhizome.

LEAVES: 1. The leaf, which is carried at the apex of the pseudobulb,
HUMIDITY: 75-80% year-round. In the habitat, values are near is stiff, erect, 3.5-4.0 in. (9-10 cm) long, 0.5-0.6 in. (1.2-1.5 cm)
100% in the late night and early morning hours but fall rapidly as wide, thick, leathery, sharply pointed at the tip, and folded at the
temperatures warm after sunrise.
base. It has a longitudinal groove down the center on the upper
surface with a corresponding keel on the lower surface.
WATER: Rainfall is very light throughout the year. Additional
moisture is available from heavy deposits of dew and late-night INFLORESCENCE: 8-10 in. (20-25 cm ) long. The rather stiff,
mist. Cultivated plants will probably grow better if for most of the erect-arching peduncle emerges from the base of the pseudobulb
year they are misted every morning, but the frequency of the along the longitudinal fold in the leaflike sheath.
mistings should usually be increased somewhat in summer and
decreased slightly in winter.
FLOWERS: 8-14. Yellow blossoms are carried on a nicely spaced
raceme along the upper half of the flower spike. Flowers are 0.8
FERTILIZER: 1/4-1/2 recommended strength, applied weekly in. (2 cm) across, 1 in. (2.5 cm) tall, and open fully. The triangular,
when plants are actively growing. A high-nitrogen fertilizer is sharply pointed sepals are bright yellow with a central reddish line.
beneficial from spring to midsummer, but a fertilizer high in The large, almost round, bluntly tipped petals are cadmium yellow
phosphates should be used in late summer and autumn.
with fine red spots on the basal portion. The 3-lobed, cadmium
yellow lip is wider across the sidelobes than across the midlobe.
REST PERIOD: Growing conditions should be maintained all The pale brown callus is spotted with very small red dots. The
year. Water may be reduced especially during periods of dark, green column has bright yellow wings marked with red spots. The
cold weather, but plants should not be allowed to remain completely anther is cadmium yellow.
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You are invited to subscribe to...

California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative, or neighbor.
1 year subscription
2 year subscription

$8
$15

Membership in the SD Floral Association: $10
San Diego Floral Association
619.232.5762

Casa de las Qr
quideas
Qrquideas
Loren and Nancy Batchman
Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and
Zygopetalums seedlings. Over 30,000 plants in stock from 3"
pots to blooming size. Our complete list of seedlings and
flasks is on the web at www.orquideas.com

Open by appointment only!
170 South Nardo Avenue
Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax 858.755.7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com

O RCHID Q UIZ
FILL IN THE BLANKS
Orchids are_____________________
(A) fun (B) a mystery (C) challenging
Orchids make me________________
(A) happy (B) romantic (C) relaxed
I am interested in________________
(A) growing (B) collecting (C) learning

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE
Specializing in outdoor-growing Species
Cymbidiums, hybrids, and species
Stop by and look over our extensive stock.
Always something New and Different!
Open daily: Mon - Sat 8 to 4:30, Sun 11 - 4

1250 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara, CA 93111

1.800.553.3387 ~ fax: 1.805.683.3405

2002 ORCHID SHOW
By Ben Machado
Show Chairman
Time is coming to a close for submitting your best
recommendation for a show theme. The cut off date is Sunday,
August the 5th. That will give enough time to compile all the
suggestions for membership voting at the August 7th General
Meeting. After the break, the winner will be announced and
handed a $100 gift certificate good for redemption at any vendor
advertising in the August edition of our newsletter.
Let your imagination run wild, there is no general guideline,
anything that has a ring that you like is eligible for submission.
Forward your entry to Ben Machado, (619)660-9810 voice/
fax, e-mail bmach16814@aol.com..
Several members have asked about previous show theme names,
to give a clue of what has been used in the past. Here’s the best
I could find in the archives (my tee shirt drawer).
1996 Golden Anniversary
1997 Orchids Ole
1998 Jungle Gems
1999 Orchid Oasis
2000 Odyssey 2000
2001 –no show theme-

We offer help in all of the above.
Visit us soon. No appointment necessary.
PHALS, CATTS, ONCIDIUMS, PAPHS, AND MANY OTHER QUALITY ORCHIDS

CAL PACIFIC PLANT FARMS, INC.
1122 Orpheus Ave.
Leucadia, CA 92024
Hours: 8am - 4pm MTWThF
Sat. 9am - 3pm

760.436.0317
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SDCOS Board of
Directors Meeting
July 10, 2001. Meeting called to order at 19:04.

plants for display will be given a 3 day pass to the show,
this was approved by motion.
3. Ben suggested that next years program will be made
into a nice glossy program with place for advertisements.
Vendors were canvassed last year and were in favor of this
idea. Approved by motion.

Present: Gary Pierwola, Barbie Mays, Dave Mays, Ben
Machado, Loren Batchman, Dave Graham, Ivan Harris, Meeting adjourned 20:02
Alma Marosz, and Siv Garrod.
Submitted by Siv Garrod (Romy Reyes sick)
REPORTS
1. Last meetings minutes were read, and approved by
motion.
2. Treasurer - Barbie Mays - Reports for July were
presented, and approved by motion.
3. First vice president – Ben Machado – Jim Cootes from
Australia will give a talk about Philippine orchids at the
August meeting. Crest Orchids will provide the plant table.

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphites and potted terrestrials.
Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming size,
established species are what we do best!

4. Second vice president – Ivan Harris – Ivan will present
“Beginners look at orchid collections, some truths and
consequences”. He will implement ways of getting to know
people during the novice class.

Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions
and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid growing tips.
For your copy, call, write, fax, or e-mail us and we will
send our latest issue.

OLD BUSINESS

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride in
our reputation for selling a well-established plant
and will replace it if you are not satisfied upon
receipt.

1. Bob Hodges is working with the park official to get the
permission to install a ledge on the pillar to be used for the
projector. If granted, SDCOS have the installation.
NEW BUSINESS
1. Alma Marosz and Siv Garrod brought up the question
on where the societies archives are housed. Ben Hardy is
the historian and he will be contacted to fine out what he
has. In the meantime Barbie Mays has the last 3 years of
board meting minutes submitted by Siv.
2. David Graham suggested a contest for best orchid
brought in by an amateur at our meetings to encourage
people to bring in plants for show and tell. Each person
will choose one of their plants to be set on a separate table.
Members will vote by numbers using the ticket they receive
for wearing a badge or nametag. The winner of the contest
will pick a plant from the plant table. The idea was approved
by motion.

We are open by Appointment Only, so call in
advance and make yours. Thursdays and Fridays are
best for us, and sometimes Saturdays.

Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Avenue, Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888.514.2639 - Fax 888.632.8991
e-mail: speciesnut@aol.com
web address: www.orchidmall.com/speciesnut

LEUCADIA ORCHIDS
760.436.3797
Phals, Cattleyas, and Cymbidiums,
also Phal seedlings and flasks in all colors

SHOW BUSINESS
1. Ben Machado presented the 2002 show budget
with an increase of 10% from last year's budget. Some
changes will be made in the advertisement to maximize
the show’s exposure.

Open every day — 9 am to 5 pm
You can come over anytime, BUT you must call first!
Barbara & Ralph Smith, Owners

2. Ivan Harris suggested that the members who bring in
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SDCOS 2002

Orchid Show Proposed Budget
2002
PROPOSED
EXPENSE
$14,126.20

2002
PROPOSED
INCOME
$18,925.00

4,342.71

1,526.00

2001
EXPENSE
$12,842.00

2001
INCOME
$18,350.00

CATERING/FOOD

3,947.92

1,526.00

POSTERS, TICKETS,
COUPONS & ARTWORK

5,800.45

TICKET SALES

3,057.03

30,765.60

3,092.28

29,387.10

AWARDS/TROPHIES
/RIBBONS

6,202.89

386.00

8,109.92

520.40

5,000.00

4,000.00

4,349.96

83.60

ITEM
VENUE

5,084.38

PROGRAM
SHOW
CONSTRUCTION
& SECURITY

3,954.51

PUBLICITY

7,785.15

76.00

12,253.09

CORSAGE BOOTH

367.94

PHOTOGRAPHY

452.33

CONSERVATION
GROUP SALES

43.12

6,920.00

47.43

7,612.00

3,681.57

2,318.50

1,004.45

2,550.35

T-SHIRTS/POLOS/SALES
SHOW
ADMINISTRATION
GRAND TOTAL

1,153.00

1,268.30

497.56

681.97
$49,970.78

404.73

750.17
$61,505.10

SHOW BUDGET
Above is the SDCOS 2002 Orchid Show Proposed Budget.
The detailed budget was reviewed and accepted by your
Board of Directors at the July 10, 2001 meeting. The
General Membership will be asked to accept the budget at
the August 7, 2001 meeting. The floor will be open for
discussion prior to the vote, please have your questions or
concerns ready in advance of the meeting.

$59,710.88

$65,882.75

agreed to free admission for every member who registers a
plant for showing.
4. Most of the increase for Awards and Trophies was due
to the increased cost of the glassware. The glassware budget
was increased by 40% to cover manufacturing increases.
5. Publicity was increased by $4,000 to buy TV and Radio
advertising.

Here are the primary factors used to develop the Show 6. Tee shirts will again be given to each of the volunteers.
Budget:
7. A budget is proposed for a formal, quality standard
1. The actual expenses of the 2001 show were increased program to be handed out to each visitor. Initial vendor
queries have been very positive about buying advertising
by 10% to allow sufficient coverage for inflation.
space.
2. One to two tabletop vendors will be added to the
8. Fewer discount coupons will need to be printed because
vendor’s list.
the simple flyer went over so well last year.
3. Free Membership Admission: Your Board of Directors
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When Should You Cut
That Phalaenopsis Flower
Spike?
Submitted by Cindy Hill. Excerpted from Phalaenopsis
Notes published by Frier’s Orchids, Park Ridge NJ

Regardless of what happens, as soon as the flowers from
the second flowering are on their way out, the plant should
be repotted. Mature Phals require a change of potting
medium every two years. They don’t necessarily need a
bigger pot, just fresh medium. In fact, mature plants resent
over-potting. An over-potted plant takes a long time to
become established.

You can minimize transplant shock by doing two things:
In June, the flowers on your Phalaenopsis may still look soaking the bark for several hours or overnight and potting
beautiful, but perhaps the plants should be growing new in the correct size container for the root spread. Pots should
leaves instead of supporting its flowers. Should you cut only comfortably hold the spread roots.
the spike? If your plant is blooming for the first time, the
answer is almost always yes. The plant should be allowed Perhaps your plants have not even started to set spikes.
to grow to maturity and provide a better flower display Except for summer blooming species and their primary
hybrids, Phals should be showing spikes by December 15.
next year.
To encourage a reluctant bloomer, be sure to check that
The only exceptions would be the violacea-type your day-night temperature differential is at least 20 degrees
Phalaenopsis, such as Orchid World, Cordova, Sweet consistently during October and November. Sometimes
Memory and the like. These plants bloom from old spikes the dull days of fall are deceptive because the days don’t
as well as the ones they grow in the current season. Unlike get bright and warm enough to give you enough
other Phalaenopsis, they seem to be able to pace themselves temperature drop even though you do reduce the
temperature at night. A min-max thermometer will help
between flowering and growing vegetatively.
you check that you are getting the right temperature drop
Most other Phals want to bloom themselves to death and to set the spike.
need some regulatory assistance from you. On mature
plants that have a leaf span of at least a foot, tip to tip, you If you have a few plants which refuse to set spikes regardless
should be getting 2 or even 3 bloomings a year. Traditional of what you try, check the plants’ parentage to determine
Phals, including the spotted hybrids, will bloom for the if they have inherited a slow-maturing characteristic.
first time in their season, during winter. When those flowers Yellows can be slow to mature, or just spike in midwinter
fade, the plant will form more flower buds on the end of and bloom in April or May. Hard-substanced, star-shaped
the spike or will start a new side spike below the fading novelties are another example of plants slow to bloom.
flowers. This new spike should flower in April/May. It takes Examples of quick and ready bloomers include equestris
about 3 months from the time you first notice new bud hybrids, spotted multifloras, and whites and pinks crossed
activity until the buds develop into blooms. After all this back to these two. Standard Phals may need an extra year
is over, some particularly persistent plants will start a new to reach the 12-14” leafspread some need to bloom.
spike from the base of the plant, especially if the nights are
cool. (The old maxim of cool temperatures causing spike The better your light source, the more flowers and/or
branching you will get on the spike. I find that about 1,000
set is true.)
footcandles of light gives the right balance of flower count
against an attractive looking plant. Light levels beyond 1500
MARTIN NURSERY LABELS footcandles produce unsightly looking plants with reduced
leaf size. These plants seem to have reduced chlorophyll
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
levels because the leaves are usually yellowish or reddish
NURSERY LABEL
gray. Not a very satisfactory house plant!
BLANK OR CUSTOM IMPRINTED
Nam
Var e _
iety ___
___ _____
___
_
___ _____
___
_
___ __
___

500 TO 1,000,000 PLUS
SEND FOR PRICE LIST AND SAMPLES
MARTIN NURSERY LABELS
317 CARLSON COURT
VISTA, CA 92083
csjb@earthlink.net
PHONE OR FAX 760.631.1731

Moving a reluctant bloomer to a higher light level for a
few weeks may give it the impetus to set a spike. If you do
get spike set, reduce the light level and raise the night
temperature for best development of the spike and
subsequent flowers. If this extra attention does not produce
results, the plant may not be worth keeping. Sometimes
the threat of the “compost pile” produces results!
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Cliff &
Marilyn
Lanoue
and to Jean
Cemans (not
pictured), we
thank you for
all of your help each month with the coffee and doughnuts!

17th Annual WOC Chair:
Conception Boyd
by Michael Orser

UNCLASSIFIEDS
Quail Botanical Gardens Insect Festival! September 29th
and 30th. Save the date

CONTINENT
AL AGENCY
CONTINENTAL
!
!
!

Licensed Customhouse Broker
Door to Door Service
Just 5 minutes from LAX

We provide prompt, reliable and experienced Import
personnel to assist you in bringing in orchids from
anywhere in the world.
Located in the SAME BUILDING COMPLEX as the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, we can closely track your
shipment through CITES and Phytosanitary inspection
process.

The17th World Orchid Congress will be held this year in
Shah Alam, Malaysia. Conception Boyd will be the
Chairperson for the first session of the symposium entitled:
Orchid Science Made Easy.
Let's all give a big congradulations to Conception for the
honor!

ORCHID SPECIES
PICTURE: Oncidium
onustum Lindley
Please see the article on page 8

Speed up transit time for perishable orchids, cut down on
your costs. And make it easier for YOU.
Ask for Ted or Monica. We have many happy San Diego
customers. Ask us for references!

CONTINENTAL AGENCY
9470 SOUTH LA CIENEGA BLVD., INGLEWOOD, CA 90301

Phone: 310.649.5430 Fax: 310.649.5436
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Conjugal Beds
For Husband-and-Wife Plant Collectors, One Yard Simply Isn’t Enough
From Metropolis by Leslee Komaiko
The Wrights have their
limits, however. “There
are people,” says Jim,
“who wouldn’t hesitate
to spend a couple
thousand dollars on a
given plant.” The most
either has paid for a
plant is $140, since they
prefer to start with
young plants. “Imagine
adopting a 21 year-oldchild,” Lise says.
“What’s the point?”

To call Jim and Lise
Wright the Diego
Rivera and Frida
Kahlo of plant
collectors wouldn’t be
too farfetched. After
all, the adjacent homes
of painting’s legendary
couple still draw
tourists in Mexico
City, and the gardens
at the Wrights’ sideby-side
houses
sometimes slow traffic
in the Bay Park suburb
of San Diego.

The Wrights deal
mainly with nurseries
and fellow plant society
From the street, the
members. With foreign
house where the
sellers, “you don’t know
Wrights live is more or
if [the plants] are wild
less hidden behind
or cultivated,” explains
Jim’s palm tree
Jim. “They could be
collection, while Lise’s
protected.” He makes
garden is a riot of color
an exception for
at the house next door,
conservation,
citing
the
fan
palm
from
Guadalupe Island
which the couple rents out. “It’s a compulsion,” says Lise,
south
of
San
Diego.
“It’s
going
to
be
extinct
because goats
48. “You need to put another quarter in the slot machine.
eat
all
the
seedlings,
“A
healthy
specimen
is
flourishing
You can’t stop buying more things.”
near Jim’s kitchen.
Jim bought the “palm house” in the 1960s when he was
already sweet on palms. The 58 year-old retired medical Unlike more entrepreneurial collectors, who log purchases
research technician now has about 75 species. Stacks of and grow in containers for easy salability, the Wrights collect
palm journals beckon from the kitchen; the latest issue of to make their gardens “as beautiful as possible,” says Jim.
“The Palm Journal” reposes in the bathroom; and Jim’s There’s also the pride of nurturing a hard-to grow plant
license plate reads “SD [for San Diego] PALMS.” Jim also and the thrill of acquiring a rare find.
grows nearly 200 orchid varieties behind the house.
Lise concedes that she and Jim are each “kind of possessive”
Today Lise has a degree in environmental design and works about their turf. “Jim will want to get something and he’ll
in landscaping, but when she met Jim in 1977, she”didn’t ask if he can put it (in her garden). And I’ll have to be the
have that much of an interest ‘in plants. Lise had an warden.” When the Wrights travel, it’s not for long. If
epiphany at a rose society show and now has about 150 your collection is alive, says Lise, “you have to be kind of a
varieties of roses and a collection of about 70 day lily homebody.”
varieties.

Nicole and Mike Orser
Caught Kayaking in the
San Diego Bay!
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OCEANSIDE ORCHIDS
Specializing in novelty Phalaenopsis and multiflorals

Oncidiums, Zygopetalums, Cattleyas,
mini-Cattleyas & Epidendrums
All sizes, seedling to mature plants, in bloom year-round
We are open by appointment only
Come see us, or write or call for our catalog

Linda Blessing, Owner
phone/fax 760.721.5661
3015 Skyline Drive, Oceanside, CA 92056

O.F.E. INTERNATIONAL, Inc.
Tree Fern Products, Graded Charcoal
New Zealand Sphagnum Moss
Osmunda, Sponge Rock
Redwood Chips, Orchid Fir Bark
Special Orchid Potting Mixes
Most Popular Types Of Moss
Virgin Cork Slabs And Tubes
Insecticides And Fungicides

Vitamins And Hormones
Top Five Brands Of Fertilizer
Coconut Baskets And Coconut Liners
Plastic Pots And Trays
Sprayers, Garden Tools And Equipment
Clay Orchid Pots, Flasking Products
Wire Hangers, Wood Baskets
Wire Baskets, Wire Products

Orchid Books, Plastic Labels

SEND $2 FOR OUR FULL COLOR CATALOG AND PRICE LIST
(Deductible from your Order)
P.O. BOX 161081
MIAMI, FL 33116
Phone: 305.253.7080

GRANITE HILLS ORCHIDS
Tom Biggart, Owner and Head Grower
1894 Dehesa Road, El Cajon, CA 92019

Dendrobium obtusisepalum
Large bunches of 2 inch candy corn colored flowers from
Papua New Guinea $30.00 in spike

Greenhouse open by appointment only
Call 619.441.9874

DATES TO
REMEMBER...
August 4th, 9:00 am
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday each month
Paul or Ann Tuskes 858.274.5829
August 7th, 6:30 pm
Beginner's Class
Room 104, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park
Gary Pierwola 619.426.9108
August 7th, 7:30 pm
General Meeting
Room 101, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park
Gary Pierwola 619.426.9108
August 10th, 7:30 pm
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Second Friday each month
Vista Community Center
Dave or Vera Stankey 959.498.7122
August 14th, 7:00 pm
SDCOS Board Meeting
Second Tuesday each month
Balboa Park
Siv Garrod 619.483.8787
August 15th
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Third Wednesday each month
Carlsbad Women’s Club
Larry Phillips 619.746.5518
August 17th
Zoo Orchid Greenhouses Open House
Third Friday each month
Janette Gerrity 619.231.1515 ext. 4306

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY

Ontario Orchids Inc.

3642 Enterprise, San Diego

Wholesale and Retail Orchid Plants

(Near Pacific Hwy & Barnett)
Since 1928 - A San Diego Tradition of Excellence
SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY
ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY
Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday
12755 Danielson Court, Poway

619.224.8271

Phalaenopsis ~ Cattleya ~ Paphiopedilum
Cymbidium ~ Oncidium ~ Species

703 Pomelo Drive, Vista, CA 92083
Tel: 760.631.0098
Fax: 760.631.0228
E-mail: ontarioorchids@aol.com
www.taida-orchids.com.tw
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2002 Board Members Sworn in at Last General Meeting

Pictured, from left to right, are: Loren Batchman, Barbie Mays, Siv Garrod, Ben Machado,
Gary Pierwola, David Graham, and Ivan Harrison.

THANK YOU!
by Marjorie Kuhlmann
Thank you to all the great members who called and came up to me in the meeting to volunteer to help out with the mailing of
our Newsletter.
I made arrangements with Ida O’Neil, Helen Odum and Ethel Warner and they came last month and this month to learn all the
how to’s and will take over in August for the mailing of the September Newsletter. They have even volunteered to help each
month! It took 4 of us 2 1/2 hours to do the mailing, whereas it would take me 1 1/2 days to do it on my own (and it’s a lot more
fun!). Again, thanks for coming forward and offering a hand...it’s greatly appreciated.

Membership Chairman - Vivian Follmer
San Diego County Orchid Society
13127 Roundup
San Diego, CA 92129
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