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Volume 115 Purpose:   To promote interest in orchids and their 

cultivation, to educate by exchanging information and 

experiences related to successful orchid culture, and to 

support the conservation of orchids in the wild. 

NOVICE MEETING 

August 5, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104 

By: Dave Hoffmaster, 2nd Vice President 

I would like to thank Christopher Croom 
for his talk on “Sex and Ice Cream.” Yes, 
you read the title right. Just when you 
thought it was safe to attend a novice 
meeting, Christopher decides to add a 
little spice. Seriously though, I thought it 
was a very interesting talk and I’m sure 
most of those who heard it will agree.  
The title may be a bit deceiving and the 
presentation was well worth attending. 
As is the case with all plants, orchids 
have been used for medicinal purposes 
(or flavoring ice cream) for many years. 
Indigenous people have used the plants 
around them to cure ailments for thou-
sands of years and those plants include 
orchids. These alternative remedies de-
serve further attention for a number of 

reasons. It will take the pressure off the har-
vesting of already endangered orchids and 
put more emphasis on identifying the useful 
compounds in the plants and developing 
synthetic equivalents. Thanks again, Chris-
topher, for an informative talk. 

The speaker for August will be Loren Batch-
man, who will discuss re-potting Cymbi-
diums. We will bring in a somewhat over-
grown cymbidium and walk through the 
steps of cleaning, pruning and re-potting it 
for the class. Loren is one of the leading ex-
perts in hybridizing and growing Cymbi-
diums. Hopefully, we can all pick up a few 
pointers and improve our own growing 
techniques. I hope to see you at the August 
meeting. 

GENERAL MEETING 
August 5, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101 

By Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President 

The speaker at our August meeting will be 
Fred Clarke, owner and operator of Sun-
set Valley Orchids in Vista. He will be 
speaking to us about “Venezuela’s Na-
tional Flower, Cattleya mossiae.” Fred 
had the opportunity to visit Venezuela 
several years ago and see many blooming 
Cattleya mossiae in cultivation and in the 
wild. His observations and photographs 
are very impressive, and the talk should 
be very interesting for novice and experi-
enced growers alike. 

Fred has been growing orchids for 30 
years and hybridizing for 20. He has over 
23 years experience as a professional 
grower and manager in the horticulture 
industry, and he applies that considerable 
experience to his orchid nursery. To date, 
he has won more than 150 quality awards 
from the American Orchid Society. 

A passionate orchid grower with diverse 
tastes, Fred grows and breeds many differ-
ent kinds of orchids. Although developing 
Cattleya hybrids has been his sustaining 
interest, he also is actively breeding Bulbo-
phyllum, Paphiopedilum, and Catasetinae 
hybrids. His cutting-edge work with inter-
generic hybrids in the Catasetinae has led to 
severable notable hybrids, most recently 
Fredclarkeara After Dark, plants of which 
have received six FCC’s and three AM’s to 
date. 

Fred is an accredited judge in the American 
Orchid Society Pacific South region. He also 
will provide the plant table, and if past plant 
opportunity tables are any indication of 
what we can expect, there should be some 
fantastic orchids available! 
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Information for the September newsletter must be 
submitted by August 15th.   

Meetings 

San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first 

Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Bal-

boa Park.   

Novice Class:  6:30 p.m., Room 104 

General Meeting: 7:30 p.m., Room 101  
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CALAVO GARDENS 

Orchid Pots and Supplies 
 

Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower  

Local Supplier—save on shipping charges 
Complete Line of Clear Pots 

On Hand 
 

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa 
619-660-9810   bmach16814@aol.com 

 

Receive your    
SDCOS Newsletter                                                 

by  E-Mail! 
 

Contact Bob Clark at 
bob1clark@san.rr.com 

Casa de las Orquideas  
Loren and Nancy Batchman 

Southern California’s leading source for Cymbi-

dium and Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000 

plants in stock from 3” pots to blooming size. Our 

complete list of seedlings and flasks is on the 

web at www.orquideas.com. 

Open by appointment only! 

170 South Nardo Avenue, Solana Beach, CA  92075 

Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572  

E-mail: casa@orquideas.com  



 

 

July 26-27 
San Diego County Orchid Society 
Summer Show 
Balboa Park 
 
August 2, 9 a.m. 
SDCOS Species Group Meeting 
First Saturday of the month 
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829 
 
August 5, 6:30 p.m 
SDCOS Novice Meeting  
First Tuesday of the month  
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104 
 
August 5, 7:30 p.m 
SDCOS General Meeting  
First Tuesday of the month  
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101 
 
August 6 
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting 
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
First Wednesday of the month 
The Carlsbad Woman’s Club 
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad 
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228 
 
August 7, 7:00 p.m. 
SDCOS Board Meeting 
Normally, the Thursday following General 
Meeting (usually the first Thursday of the 
month; second Friday of the month in rare 
cases) 
Balboa Park, Rm. 104 
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020 
 
August 9 
Palomar Orchid Society 
Annual Orchid Auction 
Preview at 11 AM; Auction at 12 PM 
The Carlsbad Woman’s Club 
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad 
 
 

Orchid Dates to Remember 

August 2008 www.sdorchids.com 

Page 3 

August 15 
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey  
Third Friday of the month 
10 AM-2 PM 
(orchid greenhouse is open) 
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306 
 
August 20 
Cymbidium Society Meeting 
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month  
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
The Carlsbad Woman's Club 
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355 
June 20 
 
October 25-26 
San Diego County Orchid Society 
Fall Show 
Balboa Park 
 
If you have any announcements that you 
would like included in the “Dates to Remem-
ber” section of the newsletter, please e-mail 
batescroom@cox.net. 

SDCOS Newsletter                                                 

 

SDCOS 
Summer  
Show in 
the Park 

 

Saturday, June 26, 11:30 am-5 pm  

Sunday, June 27, 9 am-4:30 pm 
 

Bring Plants In on Friday between 6 & 
8 pm or Saturday between 8 & 10 am 

 

 
All SDCOS members are highly encouraged to 

attend !! Don’t miss out on a great opportunity to 
volunteer and get to know other members!! 

 

Volunteers needed!  

Contact: tombiggart@mac.com 
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Orchid Growers  

Want to upgrade the quality of 

your potting mix? 
 

There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite!  
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in  
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and  

uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is  
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results 
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite  

and 1 part bark or coconut chunks. 
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes; 

small, medium and large. 
 

Are you using De-ionized or  
Reverse Osmosis water? 

Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically  
designed for pure water. 

 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Fred Clarke 

1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA  92081 
760-639-6255 

Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net 
 

You are invited to subscribe 
to… 

California Garden 
 
 

The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor. 

1 year subscription: $12 
2 year subscription: $20 

 
Membership in the SAN DIEGO  

Floral Association: $15 

 
(619) 232-5762  ▪  www.sdfloral.org    

Back Issues—AOS Bulletin 
 

Back issues of the AOS Bulletin have  
been donated to benefit the  

Conservation Committee budget.  
 

 

Please check with Peter Tobias  
tobias@scripps.edu or www.sdorchids.com 
 for pricing and to see what is available. 

NET NUGGETS 
 

Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President 
kaufmann@sandiego.edu 

 

 

The Tygerberg Orchid Group 
www.tygerorchids.itgo.com/index.html 

In the past several years I’ve become increas-
ingly fascinated with the flora of South Africa. 
This country contains several habitat types 
that are found nowhere else in the world, and 
many of the plants that occur in South Africa 
are endemic to very specific regions. The Ty-
gerberg Orchid Group is located in the area 
near Cape Town.   
 
My initial interest in this site was sparked by 
the section on native plants, but there’s far 
more for the orchid lover to enjoy. There’s a 
good deal of history about the society, includ-
ing a telegram congratulating them on their 
founding in 1985, excerpts from old newslet-
ters, summaries of talks given by speakers at 
the monthly society meetings, and photos of 
plants from semiannual shows. A number of 
interesting articles by society members also 
are available, including pieces on Oncidium 
varicosum, Habenaria rhodocheila, and 
Mesoamerican “Odontoglossums.” To me, one 
of the most fascinating sections describes the 
habitat types found within the Tygerberg re-
gion and the 16 species of native terrestrial 
orchids found there. A land use map helps to 
illustrate the patchy nature of the environ-
ment, and a table of the species that grow in 
this area includes where they are found, when 
they bloom, and whether or not their biology 
and specifically their blooming is linked to the 
occurrence of fires. Links on the table connect 
to individual pages for each species, many of 
which include photos or drawings of the spe-
cies and information about their biology. For 
an interesting look at the orchids of the Cape, 
spend some time browsing the TOG web site. 



 

 

The SDCOS offers this service to members who 
seek cultural information about their orchids. 
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great 
deal of experience about certain types of orchids, 
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your 
questions. 

 

Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous 

Greenhouse grown, West SD County 

Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105 

 

Species, all types 

Indoor and outdoor 

Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829 

 

Paphiopedilums 

Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829 

 

Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums 

Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297 

 

Vandas, Ascocendas 

Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503 

 

Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias 

Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804 

 

Pleurothallids 

Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804 

 

Cymbidiums 

Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com 

Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951 

 

Northeast County, all types 

Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996 

 

San Diego Central 

Outdoor, all types 

Jim Wright (619) 276-5295 

Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235 

 

San Diego East County, all types 

Bud Close (619) 444-8839 

 

South County, all types 

Genie Hammond (619) 422-2235 

Ed Marty (619) 470-7175 

Help Hotline 

August 2008 www.sdorchids.com 

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~ 

“The Species Specialist”  
 

Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terres-
trials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming 
size, established species are what we do best! 
 

Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and 
unusual species from around the world with descrip-
tions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid 
growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us 
and we will send our latest issue. 
 

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride 
in our reputation for selling a well-established 
plant and will replace it if you are not satisfied 
upon receipt.  
 

We are open by Appointment Only,  

so call in advance and make yours! 
 

Andy Phillips 
 

734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024 

Phone 888-514-2639  Fax 888-632-8991 
speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com 

www.AndysOrchids.com 
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MEMBERSHIP 

We invite you to join the San Diego County 
Orchid Society! Receive this newsletter and 
many other benefits, including a holiday 
party and a free orchid at the end of the year! 

 

To join, please send your check for $15 for an 
individual membership or $20 for a dual 
membership, payable to SDCOS , to: 

 

San Diego County Orchid Society 

P.O. Box 161020 

San Diego, CA  92176 

 

For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at 
bob1clark@san.rr.com. 
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Granite Hills Orchids 

Tom Biggart  619.441.9874 

1894 Dehesa Road,  

El Cajon, CA  92019 

FOR SALE 

MANY DIFFERENT MATURE  

VARIETIES OF 

DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM 

PRICES RANGE FROM  

$90 ON UP 

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY 

Since 1928—A San Diego Tradition of Excellence 
 

3642 Enterprise, San Diego 

(Near Pacific Hwy. & Barnett) 

 
SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY! 

ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY! 

 

Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday 

12755 Danielson Court, Poway 

619-224-8271 and 858-513-4900 

 

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE 

Every day a different orchid—check out  
"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com 

 
Specializing in outdoor-growing  
orchids for coastal California, 

Cymbidium species & hybrids, and species. 
 

Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4 
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111 
Phone: (800)553-3387 Fax: (805) 683-3405 

MONTHLY REPORT ON AOS 
JUDGING AT QUAIL GARDENS 
 

By: Helmut Rohrl 
 

Judging at the Encinitas site (Quail Gardens, Ad-
ministration [Ecke] Building) begins at 7:00 pm 
on the first Monday of each month. The facility 
opens at 6:30 pm.  Anyone interested in orchids is 
encouraged to attend and welcome at the sessions. 
Visitors may join the judging teams at their tables, 
but cannot participate in the judging process. Any-
one who wants to exhibit plants for judging but is 
unable to bring the plants to Quail Gardens, please 
contact one the local judges or have others bring 
the plants to the facility. 

 

At the July 7 Encinitas session fifteen cultivars 
were shown and one was awarded. 

 

Norito Hasegawa brought in six cultivars: 

 
Paphiopedilum dianthum, a native of south-west 
China, with 3 flowers of NS. vert. 11.0 cm on 1 in-
florescence. Sepal and synsepal white, veined and 
lightly suffused light green; petals white, proxi-
mally veined light green, distally suffused and 
veined brown; pouch tan brown suffused and 
veined darker brown.  

 

Paphiopedilum Deena Nicol (philippinense x 
glanduliferum), with three flowers and 1 bud of 
NS. vert. 15.5 cm on 1 inflorescence. Sepal and 
synsepal light yellow, striped dark brown; petals 
yellow, striped and spotted dark brown; pouch 
light yellow, striped light brown. 

Volunteer Needed to 
Coordinate Carpooling! 

 
Many SDCOS members have requested a 

need to carpool to our monthly meetings, so 
we need a volunteer to organize our Society 
according to region, and set up the necessary 

phone tree.  

 
Please call David Brown at  

(619) 294-5925 if you are interested! 
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Paphiopedilum Rebecca Koopowitz (Michael Koo-
powitz x Lady Isabel), with 3 flowers and 1 bud of 
NS. vert. 24.5 cm on 1 inflorescence. Sepal and 
synsepal yellow, veined brown; petals greenish 
yellow, veined brown; pouch light yellow, veined 
brown. AM/AOS. 

 
Paphiopedilum Shin-Yi Michael (Susan Booth x 
Michael Koopowitz), with 3 flowers of NS. vert. 
17.8 cm on 1 inflorescence. Sepal and synsepal yel-
low, striped dark brown; petals yellow, spotted 
and striped dark brown; pouch brown, veined 
darker brown. 

 

Paphiopedilum (kolopakingii x moquettianum), 
with 3 flowers and 2 buds of NS. vert. 13.0 cm on 1 
inflorescence. Sepal and synsepal greenish striped 
brown; petals yellow, spotted brown; pouch green-
ish tan suffused brown, veined darker brown. 

 

Paphiopedilum (philippinense x praestans), with 
4 flowers of NS. vert. 16.5 cm on 1 inflorescence. 
Sepal and synsepal yellow, veined brown; petals 
greenish yellow, veined brown; pouch light yellow, 
veined brown. 

 
Rebecca Fox presented Cattleya Walkerinter 
(walkeriana x intermedia), with 2 flowers of NS. 
12.4 cm on 1 stem. Sepals and petals medium pur-
ple; spade lip with white midlobe distally purple, 
side lobes purple. 

 

Renate Schmidt 
brought in So-
phrocattleya Red 
Jewel (Tangerine 
Jewel x Bright An-
gel), with 2 flowers 
of NS 7.6 cm on 1 
stem. Sepals and 
petals red, veined 
darker red; lip 
proximally yellow, 
distally dark red. 

 

Brent Baker had plants: 

 

Cattleya dowiana, a native of Costa Rica, with 2 
flowers of NS. 11.5 cm on 2 stems. Sepals and pet-
als strong yellow, lightly suffused magenta; lip 

very large, mid lobe crimson purple, veined golden 
yellow. 

 
Habenaria rhodocheila, a native of south China 
and Vietnam, with numerous flowers of NS. 3.5 
cm on 15 inflorescences. Sepals and petals green-
ish; lip relatively large, pink. 

 

Paphiopedilum super-
biens  var. curtsii, a na-
tive of north and cen-
tral Sumatra, with 1 
flower of NS 9.5 cm on 
1 stem. Sepal and syn-
sepal white, centrally 
light tan, veined red-
dish brown; petals hir-
sute, , white, heavily 
overlaid reddish ma-
roon, spotted and 
striped darker; pouch 
maroon, faintly veined 
darker. 

 

Phalaenopsis (Chimei Buddha x Golden Princess), 
with 8 flowers and 2 buds of NS 7.5 cm on 2 inflo-
rescences. Sepals and petals yellow, heavily over-
laid and spotted dark purple; lip dark purple. 

 
Phragmipedium Grande (caudatum x longi-
folium), with 3 flowers of NS. vert. 42.0 cm on 1 
inflorescence. Sepals and petals light yellow, 
striped light brown; pouch tan, veined darker 
brown. 

 

Phragmipedium Grande (caudatum x longi-
folium), with 5 flowers of NS. vert. 35.0 cm on 3 
inflorescences. Sepals and petals light yellow, 
striped light brown; pouch tan, veined darker 
brown. 

 
Bev Tall showed one plant: Sophrolaeliocattleya 
(Golden Acclaim x Tokyo Magic), with 2 flowers of 
NS. 9.5 cm on 1 stem. Sepals and petals yellow; lip 
proximally yellow, distally dark purple. 
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ON JUDGING ORCHID FLOWERS 
Part I 
 
By Helmut Rohrl 
 

Nimble fingers tie the knot 

To hold the stem 

With bright red blooms 

 
The reason why I am writing these notes is be-
cause I had numerous encounters with orchid afi-
cionados, people who loved and cherished their 
orchids and were by and large unfamiliar with the 
ideas and principles behind AOS judging. Too of-
ten they brought plants to the judging tables and 
were disappointed and hurt because their plants 
were screened. These cultivars had flowers that in 
their opinion had gorgeous colors and wondrous 
size. After a few tries at judging sessions they 
stopped bringing in their plants because they were 
not given the consideration they felt they de-
served. 

 

Suppose that I had what I believe to be the most 
beautiful and unique dune buggy ever seen (not 
true, but let’s assume I do). Last weekend there 
was a car show at which select cars would be ex-
hibited and judged, with the winner receiving a 
sizeable cash award. So I put in my dune buggy 

and—by golly—it was screened. Why? Because the 
exhibit was for Cadillacs only. It’s the same reason 
as with AOS judging. If a plant is screened by the 
AOS judging team it means that in the judgment 
of the team the plant does not conform to the AOS 
standards. It does not mean that the plant is infe-
rior and that you should dump it. Indeed there 
were few occasions when a team that I was on 
screened a plant, and I told the owner “dump it 
but please let me know where you dump it so I can 
pick it up.”  Let me repeat it again: 

 

If a plant is screened by at a judging session, it 
only means that the judging team decided it does 
not conform to AOS judging standards and proce-
dures. 

 

That is why it becomes important for anyone who 
wants to have her/his plants judged to understand 
accurately the AOS judging standards and proce-
dures. 

 

The first thing one has to know is that the plants 
presented for judging should be clean and gener-
ally in good shape. Personally I hate to see dirty, 
partially damaged or otherwise broken pots. I 
would like to see old dried-up pseudobulbs and 
old leaves and stems removed. Live plant parts 
that are dirty and crusted are not my favorites 
sight, and they should be cleaned up before they 
hit the judging table. I absolutely hate to see pests 
on the plants, although an occasional ladybug can 
be cute. And very definitely I do not want to touch 
a virused plant.  In other words, the plants that I 
would recommend for judging have to be clean-
looking and healthy. No excuses are acceptable. 

 

Spike development and flower presentation tend 
to be disturbed when a plant is repositioned while 
the spike is growing. Hence repositioning the 
plant at this stage should be avoided. Staking in-
florescences is often a necessity when the plants 
are brought in for judging, as driving them across 
bumpy roads can affect the flowers and stems. But 
staking is frequently useful before the stems are 
fully developed to allow the flowers be positioned 
properly for a pleasing flower presentation.  By 
staking the inflorescence, flowers have less ten-
dency to appear nodding and hence will look 
straight at the observer. Of course, weak flower 
stems tend to droop. Therefore judges often re-
move the stake to see if the inflorescence is erect 

Save the Dates! 
 

Quail International Fall Show 
October 3-5, 2008  

 
SDCOS Fall (mini) Show 
October 25-26, 2008  

 
SDCOS Spring 

Show  
March 13-15, 

2009 
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and self-supporting.  Weak, drooping spikes are 
not a judge’s favorites. 

 
So far, I have given you an idea about what judges 
are looking for as far as plant habit and appear-
ance are concerned. Obviously it requires knowl-
edge and an understanding of plants and their 
growing conditions as well as dedication and te-
nacity to achieve these goals.  Of course, much of 
that can be learned by talking with accomplished 
growers, by attending lectures, by reading books 
and articles.  The latter implies that each of us who 
wants to grow her or his orchids well should build 
up a well-rounded orchid library including some 
of the most informative orchid journals. 

 

Whenever you acquire a new orchid cultivar or 
bring one of yours to an exhibition or judging ses-
sion, it is a good idea to find out about the back-
ground of the plant. An excellent tool for this is a 
computer program by the name of OrchidWiz. It 
contains the latest nomenclature as well as taxo-
nomic information of the many species involved in 
orchid breeding and the most recent orchid hybrid 
registration results including the name of the 
breeder, the number and kind of awards, and in-
formation about the progeny of any given cross 
(also called “grex”).  In addition, it contains infor-
mation on the ancestry of all registered orchid hy-
brids including pie charts (see later remarks).  An-
other program is e-AOS. It is much less user-
friendly than OrchidWiz but has the great advan-
tage of presenting all AOS award slides, both as 
single images and as image pages containing the 
pictures of several cultivars of the same grex. The 
latter is most useful when you have a plant that 
you want to put in for judging and you would like 
to compare it to images of awarded cultivars of the 
same or similar grexes. A study of these images 
will give you a better idea what your chances are 
for winning an award. 

 

Part II will be in the September newsletter. 

 Species and Hybrids: What 

Are Their Differences? 

By: Christopher Croom 

A “Novice Nook” Installation 

From the general point of view of ecology, a spe-

cies of any animal or plant is any population that 

regularly interbreeds in the wild. Of course, orchid 

“species” will interbreed in the wild with other 

members of the same “genus” to form something 

called “natural hybrids,” thus complicating the 

general definition of what a species is according to 

ecologists.  

Whoah. That was a lot of terminology, all at once.  

In taxonomy,  the “species” is the second italicized 

scientific name of the plant, like the 

“micranthum,” in Paphiopedilum micranthum. 

The “genus” is the capitalized, first name of the 

plant (“Paphiopedilum”).  Species and natural hy-

brids all exist naturally in the wild, unless their 

habitats have been destroyed completely, leaving 

orchid growers to carry on their legacies exclu-

sively in captivity. Homo sapiens is the  genus and 

species name of human beings, and we exist in the 

wild and interbreed, too. 

Hybrid orchids are combinations of one or many 

species and genera (the plural for genus), and hy-

brids have been made by orchid growers in the 

greenhouse, through cross-pollination. Hybrids 

might have names like Paphiopedilum Magic Lan-

tern (note the capitalization and lack of italics on 

the second part of the name), or Fredclarkeara 

After Dark. While the genus name in this latter 

case is typically italicized, it is not naturally occur-

ring, and is “multigeneric,” meaning that it is a 

combination of many orchid genera (Mormodes, 

Catasetum, and a couple other things, in this 

case). Any genus name with the “-ara” suffix will 

be a multigeneric hybrid.  

So, if someone asks you if you are growing species 

or hybrids, the tag of the plant will tell you, and 

Dendrobium 

victoria-reginae 

blooms this time 

of year and has 

awesome blue 

flowers. Grow it 

outside in shade, 

water it a lot with 

good-quality 

water, and expect 

frequent blooms.. 
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whether the plant is a species or hybrid, which is 

why it’s vitally important to buy plants with tags in 

their pots that properly identify them.  If the first 

part of the name is capitalized and italicized, that 

tells you the genus. If the second part of the name 

is not capitalized (and italicized if printed on a 

computer), this tells you that you’re dealing with a 

naturally-occurring plant that has a wild habitat 

(or did at one time). If the second part of the name 

is capitalized and not italicized, you’re dealing 

with a human-made hybrid. 

Hybrids are often bred to be hardy, easy to care 

for, and have large flowers, so many orchidists like 

to grow hybrids. They will tend to have more star-

tling beauty and be easier to bloom. This is why 

nearly every orchid you find at Trader Joe’s, Home 

Depot, Armstrong’s, Walter Andersen’s, or any 

other chain or big-box store will be a hybrid, 

rather than a species. This does not mean, how-

ever, that species are particularly hard to grow; it 

just means that since they have a natural habitat, 

you are best advised to try to emulate it in your 

growing environment. Bear in mind that Andy, of 

Andy’s Orchids in Encinitas, who has the largest 

collection of species orchids in the entire known 

universe under one roof, grows almost 75% of his 

species orchids outside under no covering other 

than shade cloth. 

Whether you choose to grow hybrids or species, it 

is a matter of personal choice. I personally prefer 

species orchids, because I don’t generally always 

agree with what humans find to be aesthetically 

pleasing, and find it easier to find plants that come 

from habitats just like my backyard. Others prefer 

hybrids because they can all mostly handle living 

in “intermediate” conditions and have showier 

flowers and more floriferous blooming cycles. 

Some orchidists grow both, peppering large and 

gaudy blooms with the smaller stuff that takes 

more effort to appreciate. Whatever you do, buy 

plants with tags so you can look up their cultural 

conditions online, and learn the nomenclature 

enough to find out how to care for your plants. 

  Tips on Growing and Flower-

ing Eulophia petersii, a Ter-

restrial “Cactus Orchid” that 

“Never Blooms” 

By: Christopher Croom 

I’ve owned my Eulophia petersii, a “cactus orchid” 

found in sub-Saharan Africa, for about eight years 

and have bloomed it at least three times, each time 

appreciating its unusual and multicolored blooms 

on many spikes. I consider this a high rate of suc-

cess, for everyone I know who owns this plant 

complains that it never blooms, and I am talking 

about some extremely learned orchidists being 

frustrated here. 

So, I thought that I’d share my blooming strategies 

for this stately and wonderful plant that blooms 

this time of year, often when other things in your 

collection are done with blooming and just grow-

ing.  

Eulophia petersii has a beautiful growth habit, 

with semi-lanceolate leaves emerging directly 

from the tall (to 10”) pseudobulbs that have no 

thin stems attaching them, and the leaves and 

pseudobulbs are fleshy and succulent. The leaves 

also have an interesting and visible serration on 

their edges. “Succulent,” in the plant world, means 

“anything with thick structures and leaves that 

holds water,” and does not refer to any genera or 

family of plants in particular, so if you go to your 

succulent dealer and demand orchids and he or 

she says “we only have succulents,” quickly correct 

him or her and tell them that there are many 

“succulent” orchids, too. 

Eulophia petersii is a “cactus in orchid cloth-

ing” (not to be confused with the “orchid cactus,” 

which has nothing to do with orchids), in the im-

mortal words of Ron Kauffman, our 1st Vice Presi-

dent.  (The same can be said of Rhyncholaelia.) 
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This orchid can be truly treated like a cactus: you 

can plant it in Scott’s succulent mix in a well-

draining pot and grow it in full sun all day, even if 

you live in East County. As long as it doesn’t 

freeze, you can grow this plant outdoors, year-

round, in any part of the county.  It is a forgiving 

and beautiful plant amenable to novice mistakes, 

and is definitely an easy-growing orchid. If you 

have sunshine in your growing habitat, you NEED 

this plant, unless you have a problem with four- or 

five-foot tall spikes with 50 flowers each on them. 

How does one bloom this plant, though? 

“Everyone I know that has this plant besides our 

crazy newsletter editor never sees its flowers,” you 

might remark. Quite simply, you have to burn it. 

You need to treat it with less love than anything 

else in your collection. Fertilize it a little with pur-

ple Osmocote when you replant it, and then just 

worry about light levels—don’t bother fertilizing it 

any more if your plant is large and established. If 

you grow it up to be large, and start to sunburn it 

slightly in late spring or early summer, you’re do-

ing everything right. True, you might have to cut a 

few leaves off before you show it, but remember 

that this plant comes from grasslands in Africa 

that get much more heat and light than anything 

around here. Spikes will be up to a half-inch in 

diameter, and will emerge from the rhizome, at 

the base of the newest pseudobulbs. 

In recent years, I’ve switched from succulent mix 

to fine fir bark with a thin layer of Styrofoam pea-

nuts in the bottom of the pot because I noticed 

that the succulent (soil) mix was holding too much 

water in the winter and encouraging rot. If you go 

with succulent mix, make sure not to water you 

plant at all during the months of November, De-

cember, and January. 

So, to recap my techniques for blooming this fine 

plant: 

• Burn it, especially in spring and early summer. 

• Fertilize it very little, and use fine fir bark mix. 

Brown, white, yellow, green, and reddish-purple all adorn the 2” 

blooms of Eulophia petersii. Expect up to 50 blooms on each spike. 

New SDCOS Mailing Person 

Needed—To Send Out This 

Newsletter!! 

The SDCOS needs a new mailing person to 

put mailing labels on the Newsletter and mail 

it out. Newsletters will be delivered directly to 

your home, and all you have to do is stick the 

mailing labels on the Newsletters and drive 

them to a post office that accepts bulk mail. If 

interested, please call Christopher Croom at 

(619) 583-3804, as soon as possible!  

Thank You!!! 

Bulbophyllum 

affine blooms this 

time of year with 

one of the pretti-

est (albeit dimu-

nitive at 1”) 

blooms of the 

genus. This plant 

is completely 

outdoor-grown 

(year-round), in 

shade. The 

blooms close up a 

little every night. 
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San Diego County Orchid Society 

Board Meeting Minutes 

July 3, 2008 

 

Attendees:  David Brown, Bob Clark, Christopher 
Croom, Lynn Ford, Genie Hammond, Dave Hoff-
master, Steve Mallory, Pam Peters, and Kim Thoa 
Hoang. 

 

President David Brown called the meeting to order 
at 7:05 PM. 

 

Minutes of June Board Meeting were approved. 

 

The Treasurer presented the June financial report 
which was approved and will be filed for audit.  
The Treasurer also provided the 2008 Show ac-
counting.  The show made a profit of $96.48. 

 

Old Business: 

David Brown reported that we have to go through 
the San Diego Botanical Garden Foundation 
(SDBGF) to request use of the Senior Citizens’ 
Room for SDCOS Board Meetings.  He will get a 
copy of the SDBGF contract to see what rooms are 
available. 

 
St. Madeleine Sophie’s Center continues to solicit 
SDCOS Members.  David Brown will contact them 
and ask them not to do this in the future. 

 

Betty Kelepecz volunteered to head up the Com-
munity Outreach Committee. 

 

The Treasurer will send a deposit and accompany-
ing letter for the SDCOS 2009 Spring Show to the 
Scottish Rite.  We have up to 60 days prior to the 
event to cancel and get the deposit back. 

 
Email address forms will be on the tables at the 
Summer Show (July 26 and 27) for interested par-
ties to sign up to receive announcements of future 
SDCOS shows. 

 

Rechargeable batteries and a battery charger for 
the microphones were not purchased due to the 
cost.  We will continue to use 9V batteries which 
run 2 for $5. 

 

New Business: 

Genie Hammond received a letter from SDSU Li-

brary asking for funding to restore four old orchid 
books.  Genie will ask SDSU to submit a proposal 
containing an estimate of funds needed. 

 
A member has offered to donate forty cymbidium 
plants to SDCOS on the basis that we divide and 
repot them and give back to him one each of the 
original plants.  Genie will follow up.  Other Board 
members are storing several other donated plants, 
many of which need to be repotted.  Some of these 
will be for sale at the Summer Show (July 26 and 
27) and the rest at the SDCOS Conservation Booth 
at the Quail Gardens International Fall Show 
(October 3, 4, 5). 

 

David Brown made up an eye-catching flyer of two 
Paphiopedilum fairrieanum announcing the hours 
of the SDCOS Summer Show (July 26 and 27).  The 
poster will be distributed and posted on the Balboa 
Park main directory and bulletin boards. 

 
Friends of Balboa Park asked David Brown to re-
write their brochure, the Balboa Park Resource 
Directory.  The Directory contains a short para-
graph on each botanical group in the Park.  The Di-
rectory is available to visitors at the Park kiosk.  
David will include a write-up on the SDCOS. 

 
Steve Mallory will submit the summer show and 
SDCOS meeting dates for publication in  Night & 
Day, the Reader, and City Beat. 

 
The Board approved David Brown attending the 
San Diego Botanical Garden Foundation annual 
dinner in July. 

 

The August General Meeting will be held Tuesday, 
August 5.  The Board meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, August 7 (Room 104, Balboa Park, at 
7:00 PM). 

 
The speaker at the August meeting was undeter-
mined at the time of the July Board meeting. 

 
The speaker for the August novice class 
(tentatively) is Loren Batchman on growing cymbi-
diums. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pam Peters, Secretary 
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WORLD-FAMOUS 
San Diego Zoo 

✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $89 

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $74) 

✔ For two adults in the same household. 

✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both 

    the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park. 

✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES. 

✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission. 

✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ 

✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari. 

✔ Monthly member specials. 

✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour. 

✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $71 

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $59) 

✔ For one adult. 

✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult. 
 

Prices and benefits subject to change. 

For more information, call 619.231.0251 

or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER. 

visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org 

Your membership supports our plant and animal collections 

and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the 

third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm. 

ORCHID 

SUPPLIES! 

WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  �  FIR BARK 

FERTILIZER  �  TREE FERN PRODUCTS  

CORK BARK  �  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS  

HUMIDITY TRAYS �  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS  

POTTING MIXES �  FERTILIZER INJECTORS  

AND SO MUCH MORE!! 

WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM 

WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST 

DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME! 

Or contact us at  

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY  

11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503  

For a free catalog call us at  

800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880 

Cal Pacific  
Orchid Farm 
1000’s of blooming orchids in our 

36,000 square foot greenhouse 
 

Brassia  •  Encyclia  • Cattleya  •  Miltonia 

Colmanara  •  Mokara  •  Phalaenopsis 

Cymbidium  •  Oncidium • Vanda 

Dendrobium  •  Paphiopedilum  •  Degarmora 

Species  •  Mounted Plants  •  And More 
 

The Southland’s Largest Showroom 

Open to the Public 
 

 

 

We Also Offer: 

Custom Arrangements 

Room & Board Program 

FedEx Shipping Nationwide 
 

Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F 

9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat 

(760) 436-0317 1122 Orpheus Ave 

Leucadia, CA  92024 



 

 

Dear SDCOS, 

 

If you live near the coast, this summer has been pretty forgiving, without horrible, leaf-burning blasts of 
heat, except for that day in late June. Everything, of course, will change, since I put this on paper.  Enjoy 
the marine layer and added humidity for your plants while it lasts. 

 
The Newsletter needs your help. Dolores Maxwell, our faithful mailing label person for the past couple of 
years, needs to retire from her post due to arthritis. Therefore, we desperately need a new person to mail 
out this publication. A commitment of a few hours, once a month around the 20th of the month is all that 
will be required of you, so please contact me at batescroom@cox.net if you’d like to help ensure that peo-
ple keep getting their mailed Newsletters. Responses to requests for member assistance posted in the 
Newsletter are typically rather anemic, and I’d desperately like to see our members taking a more robust 
interest in helping out their society when it is in need. 

 

Also, I’m thinking of switching up the format of this Newsletter a little, and would appreciate any input 
about how you’d like this publication to look. I’m not doing this for any particu-
lar reason; it’s just that I am growing weary of our green lines and rigid columns 
and want to freshen the appearance.  

 

Finally, don’t forget to come to the show in Balboa Park on July 26 and 27! 

  

        Happy Growing, 

        Christopher 

Letter From the Editor 

San Diego County Orchid Society 
P.O. Box 161020 
San Diego, CA  92176 

Contact Information: 

Christopher Croom 

(619) 583-3804 

batescroom@cox.net 
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